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“Restructured”  NGTF  Leaves  Brydon  Out 


Charles  Brydon. 


By  David  Morris 

NEW  YORK  —  Charles  Bry¬ 
don  will  leave  his  position  as  co¬ 
executive  director  of  the  National 
Gay  Task  Force  (NGTF)  on  Au¬ 
gust  1  as  a  result  of  a  decision  by 
the  NGTF  board  of  directors  to 
abolish  one  of  the  two  co-director 
positions,  leaving  Lucia  Valeska 
as  the  single  head  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion. 

Meeting  here  on  June  6  and  7, 
the  board  voted  overwhelmingly 
to  accept  a  structural  change  to  a 
single  executive  directorship,  a 
change  which,  according  to  an 
NGTF  press  release,  had  been 
strongly  urged  by  both  Valeska 
and  Brydon. 

The  change  follows  heated  criti¬ 
cism  of  NGTF  in  recent  months, 
including  a  demand  by  the  Stone¬ 
wall  Gay  Democratic  Club  in  San 
Francisco  that  Valeska  and  Bry¬ 
don  resign  if  the  organization’s 
policies  were  not  changed.  Com¬ 
menting  on  his  organization’s  de¬ 
mand,  Stonewall  Democrat  Ben 
Gardiner  told  GCN  at  the  time, 
“We’re  condemning  NGTF  be¬ 
cause  it  doesn’t  represent  us. 
Their  strategy  is  all  wrong,  their 
tactics  are  abominable  and  they 
don’t  represent  anybody.” 

Specific  criticism  concerned 
NGTF’s  failure  to  support  the 
1979  March  on  Washington  until 
shortly  before  it  was  to  take  place, 
their  endorsement  of  Jimmy  Car¬ 
ter  in  the  last  presidential  elec¬ 
tions,  their  refusal  to  allow  the  is¬ 
sue  of  immigration  to  be  raised  at 


By  Jil  Clark 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Wash¬ 
ington  Mayor  Marion  Barry  has 
fired  Marie  Dias,  his  liaison  to  the 
lesbian  and  gay  male  community, 
the  elderly  and  Hispanics,  after 
she  ignored  his  recommendation 
that  she  cancel  her  plans  to  run  for 
Congress  in  1982. 

One  week  before  she  was  fired, 
Dias  asked  the  mayor  if  he  would 
run  on  a  joint  ticket  with  her  when 
he  is  up  for  reelection  next  year, 
according  to  the  Washington  Star. 
The  mayor  reportedly  responded 
that  Dias  had  no  chance  of  defeat¬ 
ing  incumbent  D.C.  Delegate 
Walter  Fauntroy,  a  Baptist  minis¬ 
ter  who  has  strong  support  among 
the  District’s  clergy. 

Dias,  who  has  told  reporters 
that  she  is  committed  to  chal¬ 
lenging  Fauntroy  in  next  year’s 
primary,  acknowledged  that  she 
received  a  letter  from  Barry  on  the 
night  of  May  26  in  which  he  fired 
her  with  two  weeks’  notice.  She 
has  refused  to  comment  on  the 
firing. 


By  Nancy  Wechsler 

BOSTON,  MA  —  The  Massa¬ 
chusetts  House  this  week  rejected 
a  motion  to  reconsider  a  gay  and 
lesbian  rights  bill.  House  Bill  4076, 
that  would  have  prohibited  dis¬ 
crimination  in  employment,  hous¬ 
ing,  public  accommodations,  cred¬ 
it,  insurance,  and  labor  unions. 
The  vote  on  Tuesday,  June  9  to  re¬ 
consider  failed  81-67.  The  vote 
means  the  bill  is  dead  for  this  year. 

“While  the  vote  was  technically 
on  reconsideration,  it  is  seen,  in  re¬ 
ality,  as  a  vote  on  the  actual  bill,” 
Steve  Tierney  of  the  Massachusetts 
Gay  Political  Caucus  (MGPC)i 
told  GCN.  The  bill  had  originally 
come  up  on  May  20  and  failed 


the  National  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Constituent  Lobbying  Day  in 
1979,  their  condemnation  of  the 
riots  following  the  sentencing  of 
Dan  White  for  the  murder  of  Har¬ 
vey  Milk  and  their  advice  to  a 
federal  legislator  that  a  military 
anti-discrimination  bill  not  be  in¬ 
troduced  (see  GCN,  Vol.  8,  No. 
37). 

Two  other  San  Francisco 
Democratic  clubs  and  a  number  of 
groups  and  individuals  in  other 


Dias,  who  received  $47,000 
yearly  as  a  special  assistant  to  the 
mayor,  “serves  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  mayor,”  Barry  said,  “and  I 
have  decided  that  after  June  12 
her  services  will  no  longer  be 
needed. 

“A  person  who  works  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  mayor  must  have 
the  mayor’s  trust  and  confidence. 
I  told  her  that  she  was  fired.  I  did 
it,  and  there  were  no  political  rea¬ 
sons  behind  the  firing.” 

Barry  acknowledged  that  he 
had  discussed  Dias’s  political  am¬ 
bitions  with  her  and  said  that  he 
told  her  that  “everyone  who 
works  on  my  staff  needs  to  be 
working  for  the  District  govern¬ 
ment,  and  we  don’t  have  time  for 
political  campaigns.” 

Asked  if  he  told  Dias  he  would 
fire  her  unless  she  discontinued 
her  effort  to  launch  a  congression¬ 
al  campaign,  Barry  declined  to 
comment. 

Alan  Grip,  an  assistant  to  the 
mayor,  told  GCN  that  Dias’s  fir¬ 
ing  was  related  to  her  political  am- 


82-62.  “We  picked  up  five  votes 
this  time,”  Tierney  said,  “and  I’m 
glad  about  that.  We  always  stand  a 
better  chance  with  the  state  em¬ 
ployment  gay  rights  bill.  That  one 
will  be  coming  up  in  a  few  weeks.” 
Tierney  told  GCN  that  the  five 
additional  votes  on  the  bill  this 
week  came  from  legislators  sup¬ 
portive  of  gay  rights  who  missed 
last  week’s  vote.  No  one  who 
voted  against  the  bill  last  week 
switched  their  vote  this  week. 

Rep.  Tom  Vallely  of  Boston’s 
Eighth  Suffolk  District,  who  was 
one  of  the  bill’s  sponsors,  told 
GCN,  “We’ve  made  a  lot  of  prog¬ 
ress,  but  we  are  at  a  difficult  point. 

continued  on  page  6 


parts  of  the  country  made  similar 
criticisms. 

Gardiner  says  most  of  his  or¬ 
ganization’s  objections  have  been 
directed  at  Brydon.  “He’s  the 
mouthpiece  and  he’s  the  one 
we’ve  been  talking  about.  .  .  . 
You  can  attribute  almost  100  per¬ 
cent  of  what’s  been  happening  at 
NGTF  to  Charles  Brydon.” 

Of  Brydon’s  leaving  NGTF, 
Gardiner  said,  “It’s  about  time.” 

Gardiner  says  that,  based  on  the 


bitions  “in  the  sense  that  she  was 
hired  to  represent  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  and  the  elderly  community 
to  the  mayor.  The  mayor  felt  she 
should  be  spending  fulltime  on 
that  job.  They  didn’t  agree  and 
Dias  put  the  mayor  in  a  difficult 
position  because  she  made  [the 
disagreement]  public  [by  talking 
to  the  press].” 

In  1978,  Fauntroy  endorsed 
Sterling  Tucker,  a  former  city 
councilperson,  for  mayor,  and  he 
narrowly  lost  the  DC  primary  to 
Barry.  Tucker  is  expected  to  chal¬ 
lenge  Barry  again  in  next  year’s 
primary. 

According  to  Larry  Uhrig,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Metropolitan  Commu- 
Continued  on  Page  8 


By  David  Morris 

BOSTON — Preliminary  steps 
have  been  taken  to  respond  to  the 
termination  of  the  position  of  liai¬ 
son  between  the  City  of  Boston 
and  the  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity  (see  GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  46). 

Meeting  on  Tuesday,  June  9, 
some  150  women  and  men  from  di¬ 
verse  segments  of  the  community 
planned  a  protest  march  to  take 
place  on  June  16,  the  day  the  po¬ 
sition  is  scheduled  to  end.  The 
march  will  begin  at  4:00  p.m.  at 
City  Hall. 

Tentative  plans  were  also  made 
for  economic  action  consisting  of 
a  two-and-a-half  day  boycott  by 
gay  men  and  lesbians  of  all  Boston 
businesses.  The  mayor’s  office  has 
attributed  the  termination  of  the 
position  to  budgetary  problems 
caused  by  the  passage  last  Novem¬ 
ber  of  Proposition  2Vi,  which  li¬ 
mits  property  taxes  and  reduces  ci¬ 
ty  income. 

A  coordinating  committee 
formed  at  the  June  9  meeting  later 
voted  to  arrange  a  petition  drive  in 
support  of  legislation  recently  in¬ 


history  of  Valeska’s  more  radical 
political  activity  in  Albuquerque, 
New  Mexico  before  working  for 
NGTF,  he  assumes  she  has  either 
changed  her  views  or  has  been  un¬ 
able  to  express  them  because  of 
Brydon’s  domination  of  the  or¬ 
ganization.  Gardiner  says  he  sus¬ 
pects  the  latter. 

Gardiner  is  optimistic,  he  says, 
that  Valeska  will  now  be  able  to 
use  her  own  judgment  in  working 
in  NGTF. 

An  NGTF  statement  claims  the 
change  was  made  reluctantly  for 
the  sake  of  managerial  and  finan¬ 
cial  efficiency.  Valeska  told  GCN 
that  having  two  co-directors  was 
needed  for  gender  parity  but  that 
it  “stifles  decisive  decision  making 
and  the  organization’s  ability  to 
take  quick  and  clean  action  on  ur¬ 
gent  matters.” 

c  According  to  the  statement, 
5  part  of  the  $42,000  a  year  saved  by 
*-  eliminating  one  of  the  director 
•c  positions  will  be  used  to  pay  a  full- 
“*»  time  “communications  director” 
beginning  in  December  to  improve 
relations  with  the  lesbian  and  gay 
press. 

Valeska  denied  that  the  change 
was  made  as  a  result  of  criticism 


By  Jil  Clark 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  Harass¬ 
ment  on  the  basis  of  race,  color, 
sex,  religion,  national  origin  or 
sexual  orientation  is  prohibited  at 
the  Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology  (MIT),  according  to  a 
policy  adopted  by  the  school  on 
May  18. 

“Harassment  of  any  kind  is 
unacceptable  at  MIT  and  is  in 
conflict  with  the  policies  and 
interests  of  the  Institute,”  the 
policy  states.  It  defines  harassment 
as  “verbal  or  physical  conduct 
which  has  the  intent  or  effect  of 
unreasonably  interfering  with  an 
individual’s  or  group’s  education¬ 
al  and/or  work  performance  at 
MIT,  or  creating  an  intimidating, 
hostile,  or  offensive  educational 
and  work  environment  on  or  off 
campus.” 

Sexual  harassment  is  defined  in 
the  document  as  “unwelcome 
sexual  advances  and  requests  for 


troduced  in  the  Massachusetts 
House  which  would  create  a  mech¬ 
anism  for  recall  of  elected  offi¬ 
cials.  Introduced  by  Rep.  Thomas 
Finneran  (D-Dorchester),  the  bill 
would  require  a  recall  election 
upon  petition  by  15  percent  of  a 
district’s  registered  voters.  Signa¬ 
tures  of  35,000  voters  would  be  re¬ 
quired  for  a  recall  effort  against 
White,  who  is  generally  recognized 
as  the  target  of  Finneran ’s  effort. 

Petitions  in  support  of  Fin- 
neran’s  bill  will  be  circulated  at  the 
June  16  demonstration  and  at  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  march  on 
June  20. 

At  the  June  9  community  meet¬ 
ing,  Tom  Chiodo  of  the  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Pride  Committee  re¬ 
ported  that  Boston  City  Hall  has 
been  overwhelmed  with  telephone 
calls  and  letters  of  protest  since  it 
was  learned  the  liaison  position 
was  to  be  terminated.  He  urged 
more  calls  and  letters. 

In  reference  to  a  GCN  cover 
headline,  Chiodo  commented, 
“Let’s  resolve  tonight  that  it’s  not 
‘Goodbye,  Robin.’  This  position’s 


of  NGTF  but,  she  added,  “I  think 
the  negative  press  has  certainly 
stimulated  a  discussion  that  Char¬ 
lie  and  I  have  been  having  for 
many  months.” 

NGTF  board  member  Frank 
Kameny  said  additional  changes 
in  the  organization  are  needed  in 
order  to  meet  the  threat  posed  by 
the  current  reactionary  trend  in 
the  country.  “My  feeling,”  he 
said,  “was  that  the  New  Right  had 
had  seven  months  in  which  there 
had  been  no  significant  response 
from  the  gay  movement  in  any 
meaningful  sense  anywhere  in  the 
country.” 

Kameny  believes  the  board  of 
directors  “needs  to  exercise  more 
immediate  directions”  than  it  has 
in  the  past,  when  the  organization 
has  been  dominated  by  the  staff. 

Bruce  Voeller,  who  was  one  of 
the  NGTF  executive  directors  be¬ 
fore  Valeska  and  Brydon  were 
hired,  agrees  that  a  “radically 
new  board  of  directors”  is  needed 
which  should  reach  a  consensus 
with  the  staff  on  policy  questions, 
a  condition  that  he  says  has  not 
existed  in  the  recent  past. 

—  filed  from  Boston. 


sexual  favors  which  might  be  per¬ 
ceived  as  explicitly  or  implicitly 
affecting”  an  individual’s  educa¬ 
tional  or  employment  decisions. 

Michael  Glover,  a  gay  male  ad¬ 
ministrator  in  the  personnel  office, 
told  GCN,  “I’m  impressed  with 
the  strong  commitment  on  the 
higher  levels  of  the  administration 
to  change  attitudes  about  lesbians 
and  gay  men  and  about  sexual 
harassment.” 

“It’s  up  to  us  to  make 
complaints.  I’m  convinced  that  if 
we  do  the  administration  will  act,” 
Glover  said. 

Mary  Rowe,  Special  Assistantto 
the  President  for  Women,  is 
“delighted”  with  the  new  policy. 
“The  truth  is  that  we’ve  been 
working  on  this  incredibly  hard  for 
three  plus  years.  .  .  .  More  than 
300  people  have  had  input  into  it 
—  ranging  from  white  male  senior 
[faculty  members]  to  over  twenty 
Continued  on  Page  8 


got  to  stay”  (see  GCN,  Vol.  8, 
No.  46). 

Beth  Kelly,  also  of  the  Pride 
Committee,  called  for  “direct  ac¬ 
tion  of  protest”  against  White. 
“We’re  not  so  easily  duped,”  she 
said,  as  to  accept  promises  made 
by  politicians  during  campaigns 
without  protesting  their  failure  to 
keep  their  promises. 

Attorney  Katherine  Trianta- 
fillou  reported  that  after  repeated 
efforts  she  had  gotten  no  reponse 
in  her  attempts  to  arrange  a  meet¬ 
ing  between  White  and  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  community. 

Robin  MacCormack,  who  has 
filled  the  liaison  position  since  it 
was  created  two  years  ago,  urged 
stressing  the  position  itself  and  not 
the  individual  filling  it. 

MacCormack  called  for  quick 
action  by  the  entire  community. 
“We’ve  all  got  to  respond,”  he 
said,  “or  in  a  few  months  we’ll  be 
sitting  around  asking,  ‘What  hap¬ 
pened?’  ” 

When  questioned  by  the  straight 
press,  Triantafillou  said  the  corn- 
continued  on  page  9 
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quote  of  the  week 

Turning  away  from  the  utopian,  I  asked  Nader 
what  he  thought  might  happen  if  Reagan’s  economic 
plans  fail  badly,  but  Reagan  were  still  able  to  retain 
the  political  initiative.  ‘Well,  we  have  a  jingoist  in  the 
White  House,’  he  said.  ‘I’ve  been  asking  myself: 
Where’s  the  hard  core  of  resistance  to  fascism  in  this 
country?’ 

‘Where  do  you  suspect  it  is?’ 

Nader  was  silent.  ‘Where  do  you  suspect  it  is?’  I 
asked  again. 

‘I  don’t  know,’  he  finally  said.  ‘I’m  still  looking.’ 

—  from  “Last  Lunch  with  the  Liberals,”  an  article 
on  Ralph  Nader  and  others  by  Jeffrey  Klein  in  the 
June,  1981  issue  of  Mother  Jones  magazine. 


i  didn’t  know  he  was  an  idiot 

RICHMOND,  VA  —  Virginia  Republican  Delegate 
John  S.  Buckley  has  launched  a  vociferous  direct  mail 
campaign  against  the  Department  of  Education, 
charging  that  the  federal  agency  is  “fueled  by  ultra¬ 
liberal  special  interest  money,  militant  homosexuals, 
and  ‘sex-educator  counselors,”’  attempting  to  wage 
“all-out  war  against  the  Judeo-Christian  ethic.” 

According  to  a  report  in  the  June  3  issue  of  the 
Washington  Post,  Buckley,  a  cousin  of  conservative 
columnist  William  F.  Buckley,  Jr.,  has  sent  the  letter, 
printed  on  state  letterhead,  to  approximately  20,000 
constituents  as  part  of  a  fundraising  effort  for  Public 
Advocate,  an  Arlington,  Virginia,  think  tank. 

"I  didn’t  see  anything  in  the  whole  thing  that  I 
thought  was  true,”  remarked  Willard  McGuire, 
president  of  the  National  Education  Association. 
“They  made  it  [the  Department  of  Education]  sound 
like  a  porno  factory.” 

“The  facts  of  the  letter  are  documented  facts,” 
replied  Buckley.  “If  they  don’t  like  the  tone  of  the 
letter,  that's  their  problem.” 

Buckley's  colleague,  Delegate  Warren 
Stambaugh,  seemed  to  think  otherwise.  “I  knew  John 
Buckley  was  conservative,”  he  observed,  “but  I  didn’t 
know  he  was  an  idiot.  I’ve  got  to  believe  that  a  three- 
year-old  on  his  staff  wrote  it  for  him.” 


access  to  the  tube 

BOSTON  —  A  coalition  recently  formed  to 
ensure  lesbian  and  gay  access  to  cable  television  in 
Boston  is  seeking  new  participants. 

The  ad  hoc  Community  Media  Group  was  formed 
to  take  part  in  negotiations  between  the  City  of 
Boston  and  groups  interested  in  operating  the  cable 
system.  The  Group  will  attempt  to  produce  video  tape 
programs  as  well  as  representing  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community  at  public  hearings  on  the  proposed 
system.  . 

From  three  to  five  channels  of  the  system  will  be 
set  aside  for  community  groups. 

Organizers  say  the  process  of  deciding  the  cable 
access  question  in  Boston  is  being  watched  closely 
by  interested  persons  all  over  the  world. 

A  public  hearing  has  been  set  for  5:00  p.m.  on 
June  25  at  the  Boston  Public  Library. 

For  more  information  contact  Wade  Nichols  at 
(617)  864-6654  or  Ray  Davis  at  (617)  523-2642. 


solidarity  forever 

PHILADELPHIA  —  The  Democratic  Socialist  Or¬ 
ganizing  Committee  (DSOC),  a  socialist  group  whose 
primary  strategy  is  working  within  the  Democratic 
Party,  met  in  this  city  over  Memorial  Day  weekend  and 
voted  to  merge  with  the  New  American  Movement 
(NAM),  another  socialist  organization. 

NAM,  whose  politics  have  moved  closer  to 
DSOC’s  over  the  last  few  years,  will  take  up  the  issue 
of  merger  at  its  own  convention  this  August.  Members 
of  DSOC  who  oppose  the  merger  have  agreed  for  the 
time  being  to  stay  in  the  merged  organization  but 
many  people  have  already  left  NAM  because  of  its 
intention  to  merge,  its  move  toward  Democratic  Party 
politics  and  its  pulling  back  from  work  within  the  Re¬ 
productive  Rights  National  Network. 

Some  former  NAM  members  have  formed  a  new 
national  organization  called  Solidarity,  a  socialist- 
feminist  network. 

In  addition  to  voting  for  merger  with  NAM,  DSOC 
elected  San  Francisco  Supervisor  Harry  Britt  as  one 
of  six  vice-chairs.  A  lesbian  and  gay  caucus  was  also 
formed  and,  according  to  a  DSOC  press  release,  the 
convention  “recognized  for  the  first  time  the 
centrality  of  attacks  on  lesbians  and  gay  males  to  the 
strategy  of  the  New  Right.  Acting  on  that  recognition, 
the  convention  passed  overwhelmingly  a  resolution 
committing  the  organization  to  contributing  more 
effectively  than  it  has  in  the  past  to  the  struggle  of 
lesbians  and  gay  males.” 

For  more  information,  contact  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Caucus,  DSOC,  853  Broadway,  Room  617,  New  York, 
NY  10003;  Lesbian  and  Gay  Task  Force,  NAM,  Chris 
Riddiough,  3244  N.  Clark  St.,  Chicago,  IL  60657;  or 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Task  Force,  Solidarity,  14  Irving  St., 
Somerville,  MA  02144. 
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moving  toward  the  center 

BOSTON  —  The  Community  Center  Committee 
is  seeking  ideas  and  help  from  Boston-area  gay  men 
and  lesbians. 

The  loosely  organized  group,  which  is 
determined  to  be  representative  of  a  broad  segment 
of  the  community,  needs  help  in  raising  funds,  in 
publicizing  its  activities,  in  searching  for  a  suitable 
building  and  in  assessing  the  needs  of  the 
community.  1 

Especially  invited  are  women,  ethnic  and  racial 
minorities  and  disabled  persons. 

The  proposed  center  will  be  discussed  at  a  town 
meeting  scheduled  for  June  24  (see  GCA/’s  calendar 
for  exact  time  and  place). 

For  more  information  contact  Bob  Skiba  at  (617) 
426-7351  or  Sasha  Alyson  at  (617)  542-5679  or  (617) 
482-4978. 


pro-choice  despite  it  all 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  According  to  a  recent 
Washington  Posf-ABC  News  Poll,  the  majority  of 
Americans  still  support  a  woman’s  right  to  choose 
abortion  despite  growing  right-wing  anti-abortion 
propaganda. 

The  poll  found  that  more  than  two  out  of  three 
Americans  oppose  any  law  that  would  make  abortion 
murder,  such  as  the  “human  life”  amteendment  now 
being  considered  in  Congress. 

According  to  the  poll,  40  percent  of  Americans  ap^ 
prove  of  abortion  on  demand  and  an  additional  34 
percent  approve  of  it  in  most  circumstances.  Only  16 
percent  disapprove  of  abortion  in  most 
circumstances  and  a  mere  ten  percent  think  all 
abortions  should  be  illegal. 

the  poll  also  found  that  88  percent  of  those  surveyed 
favored  legal  abortion  when  a  woman’s  life  in  danger; 
82  percent  in  cases  of  rape  and  incest;  84  percent 
when  a  woman  might  suffer  severe  health  damage;  70 
percent  when  there  is  a  chance  the  baby  might  be 
deformed;  and  73  percent  when  a  woman’s  mental 
health  is  endangered. 

Would  a  ban  on  abortions  such  as  the  U.S.  is  pro¬ 
posing  work?  Almost  three  quarters  of  those 
■surveyed  don’t  think  so.  Most  believe  a  woman 
wanting  an  abortion  would  find  a  way  to  get  one. 


,women  protest  appointment 

SACRAMENTO,  CA  —  Members  of  the  California 
Senate  have  appointed  a  conservative  Republican 
from  Orange  County  to  the  California  State  Commis¬ 
sion  on  the  Status  of  Women  despite  protests  from 
feminists. 

Senator  John  Schmitz,  a  former  member  of  the 
John  Birch  Society,  a  vocal  enemy  of  the  ERA  and  a 
supporter  of  the  federal  Human  Life  Amendment,  was 
appointed  to  the  Commission  by  the  Rules  Commit¬ 
tee,  which  is  led  by  Senate  President  Pro  Tern  David 
Roberti.  His  appointment  cannot  be  withdrawn  with¬ 
out  the  cooperation  of  the  committee. 

Schmitz,  who  opposed  the  establishment  of  the 
commission  in  1965,  sought  this  appointment  in  order 
to  ensure  fair  representation  on  theCommission  of 
what  he  calls  the  “traditional  woman”  and  “non¬ 
women’s  libbers,”  according  to  an  administrative 
assistant,  Mary  Gerich. 

Gerich  added  that  he  still  opposes  the  commis¬ 
sion,  “but  Senator  Roberti  had  just  appointed  two 
strong  liberals  to  it  and  Senator  Schmitz  felt  he  had  an 
obligation  not  to  let  it  be  all  one-sided.” 

Roberti,  in  response  to  the  angry  outcry  from 
feminists,  said,  “The  objection  to  Schmitz’s  appoint¬ 
ment,  when  his  is  a  minority  of  one  out  of  seventeen, 
is  indeed  an  objection  to  the  right  of  all  citizens  to 
petition  their  government  no  matter  what  their  views 
and  an  objection  to  the  right  of  free  speech  itself.” 

Meg  Rottman,  of  the  Los  Angeles  chapter  of  the 
National  Organization  for  Women,  described  the 
appointment  as  “not  so  much  a  threat  to  the  Commis¬ 
sion  as  a  real  slap  in  the  face  to  women  . . .  and  (a 
detraction  from)  the  serious  purpose  of  theCommis¬ 
sion - He  sees  himself  as  a  devil’s  advocate.” 

Rottman  does  not  agree  with  Schmitz  that  he  will 
represent  the  “traditional  woman”  on  theCommis¬ 
sion. 

“Traditional  women’s  goals  and  interests  don’t 
parallel  Schmitz’s.  Abortion  is  but  one  issue  on  which 
they  agree  with  him.  He  views  women  as  inferior, 
unable  to  cope.  He  wants  to  go  back  to  men  having  all 
legal  recourse  and  women  having  none.  He  isn’t  in 
favor  of  doing  anything  about  women  getting  child 
support,  for  instance,  although  the  percentage  of. 
women  actually  collecting  child  support  who  have 
been  awarded  it  by  the  courts  is  very  very  low.  He  has 
never  favored  the  opening  of  a  battered  women’s 
center  or  stricter  legislation  around  wife  battering. . . . 
He  doesn’t  represent  the  concerns  and  values  of  the 
‘traditional  woman’.” 


release  on  bail  sought 

SPRINGFIELD,  MA  —  Arguments  for  a  motion  to 
elease  a  29-year-old  gay  man  on  bail  pending  appeal 
were  heard  June  10  by  Supreme  Judicial  Court  Justice 
Herbert  P.  Wilkins. 

The  motion,  which  may  result  in  a  precedent 
setting  ruling,  came  some  three  months  after  the 
:onviction  of  Wayne  Healy  of  first-degree  murder  by  a 
Hampden  County  jury  (see  GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  39). 

Healy’s  attorney,  Murray  B.  Shulman,  would  not 
oredict  the  outcome  of  the  hearing;  however,  no 
person  convicted  of  first-degree  murder  has  ever  been 
allowed  free  on  bail  by  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts. 

Shulman  expects  a  decision  within  a  week. 

Meanwhile,  the  friends  and  family  of  the  accused 
have  formed  the  Fund  for  Wayne  Healy.  The  goals  of 
the  new  organization  are  to  raise  funds  for  his  legal 
defense,  to  publicize  the  case  and  to  lobby  on  his 
behalf  with  the  Department  of  Corrections.  It  was  the 
group’s  insistent  lobbying  efforts,  according  to 
member  Tom  Groblewski,  that  led  to  Healy’s  transfer 
from  Walpole  Prison  to  MCI  Concord  last  week. 
-Prison  officials  told  Healy  that  had  he  remained  at 
Walpole  he  would  have  been  immediately  transferred 
to  J-Block  of  General  Population,  a  move  that  was 
much  feared  by  Fund  members  and  by  Healy. 

Members  of  the  group,  most  of  whom  are  not  gay, 
claim  that  Healy  was  arrested  and  convicted  because 
of  his  homosexuality,  which  became  an  issue  (n  the 
case.  They  have  conducted  lawn  sales  in  Springfield- 
area  towns,  performed  in  benefit  coffee  houses, 
printed  bumper  stickers  and  sold  T-shirts  that  read 
“T.A.N.J.  [There  ain’t  no  justicej  —  Free  Wayne 
Healy!” 

The  group  plans  other  appeals  for  support  from  a 
wide  range  Of  local  residents  and  has  already  received 
donations  in  care  of  The  Fund  for  Wayne  Healy, 
People’s  Savings  Bank,  Account  number  601427, 314 
High  St  ,  Holyoke,  MA  01040. 


a  new  twist 

DENVER,  CO  —  A  lesbian  has  charged  local 
police  with  harassment  after  they  arrested  her  on 
charges  of  public  indecency  outside  a  Denver  ban 

An  article  in  Denver’s  Double  Standard  says 
Michele  Dangel  and  Linda  Vigil  were  arrested  as  they 
entered  the  Highland  Bar  to  continue  Dangers 
birthday  celebration  and  were  charged  with  “indecent 
exposure  and  fondling  the  genitals  of  another 
person,”  charges  often  used  against  gay  men. 

Police  handcuffed  Dangel,  Vigil  and  their  friends 
and  took  them  to  jail,  where  they  spent  24  hours 
before  being  released  on  $1,000  bail. 

Dangel  said  she  will  fight  the  charges,  which  she 
said  were  intended  purely  as  harassment,  and  may 
sue  the  police  department.  She  said  her  arrest  is  a 
new  twist  to  an  old  pattern.  “People  have  been  getting 
jaywalking  tickets  in  front  of  the  Highland,”  she  said. 
“The  police  used  to  just  pick  on  the  men.  But  it 
doesn’t  seem  like  it’s  safe  for  lesbians  to  go  out 
anymore.” 

On  April  5  Denver  police  arrested  Carol  Lease,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community 
Center  here,  on  charges  of  disturbing  the  peace  after 
she  reportedly  tried  to  talk  to  police  who  were 
harassing  two  gay  men  at  a  gay  event  (see  GCN,  Vol.  8, 
No.  42). 

Dangel  and  Vigil  will  be  tried  on  June  11  and 
Lease  on  June  16. 


from  grief  to  pride 

DURHAM,  NC  —  Community  organizing  in  the 
wake  of  a  recent  homophobic  murder  will  result  in 
North  Carolina’s  first  lesbian  and  gay  pride  march. 

The  Lesbian/Gay  March  and  Rally  Committee  has 
planned  its  events  for  June  27  “not  only  to  reaffirm 
the  basic  goals  of  the  Gay  Rights  Movement  but  also 
to  emphasize  the  important,  yet  often  hidden,  role  we 
are  playing  in  the  comunities  in  which  we  live.” 

Organizers  say  the  planning  of  the  event  results 
from  community  response  to  the  death  of  Ronald 
Antonovitch  after  he  was  beaten  by  a  group  of  straight 
people  at  a  popular  sun-bathing  spot  on  the  Little 
River.  The  attack  caused  kidney  damage  from  which 
Antonovitch,  who  was  a  heart  patient,  later  died  (see 
GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  40). 

Four  men  and  two  women  are  being  held  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  attack. 

The  murder  sparked  an  angry  response  in  the 
straight  community  as  well  as  among  lesbians  and 
gay  men.  About  half  the  crowd  at  an  April  17  vigil 
against  homophobic  violence  was  reportedly  straight. 

In  an  article  in  the  North  Carolina  Anvil,  gay  writer 
Carl  Whitman  noted  that  the  murder  of  Antonovitch 
was  not  an  “isolated  incident  without  implications.” 
He  said  homophobic,  racist  and  anti-socialist  vio¬ 
lence  should  be  considered  in  the  context  of  recent 
Nazi  activity  in  North  Carolina,  the  state  that  has  seen 
more  such  activity  than  any  other  in  the  past  year. 


David  Thorstad. 


Controversy  Cancels 
Thorstad  Speech 


By  Philip  Knighton 
ALBANY,  NY  —  Controversy 
arose  when  Cornell  University’s 
campus  gay  group.  Gay  People  at 
Cornell  (Gay  PAC),  voted  on 
March  18  to  invite  David  Thor¬ 
stad,  former  Gay  Activists  Al¬ 
liance  president,  co-author  of  The 
Early  Homosexual  Rights  Move¬ 
ment  and  co-spokesperson  for  the 
North  American  Man/Boy  Love 
Association  (NAMBLA)  to  speak 
at  its  annual  May  Gay  festival. 
Thorstad  accepted  the  invitation 
and  agreed  to  speak  on  the  state  of 
the  gay  movement  in  the  ’80s  and 
the  significance  of  the  man/boy 
love  issue  within  the  movement. 

Though  some  members  of  the 
local  lesbian  community  objected 
to  his  appearance,  Gay  PAC  voted 
on  March  26  to  uphold  the  invita¬ 
tion.  Rachel  Lederman  and  Lynda 
Finn,  staff  members  of  the  Ithaca 
Women’s  Resource  Center 
(IWRC),  circulated  a  leaflet 
among  its  members  a  few  days  be¬ 
fore  Gay  PAC’s  April  8  meeting 
which  read,  “Gay  PAC,  the  only 
gay  group  in  Ithaca,  is  planning  to 
bring  David  Thorstad  of  the  North 
American  Man/Boy  Love  Asso¬ 
ciation  as  the  principal  speaker  at 
its  annual  May  Gay  festival.  As 
lesbian  feminists  we  find  the 
choice  of  this  speaker  objection¬ 
able,  as  he  is  an  advocate  of  child 
abuse,  child  pornography,  and  is 
openly  racist,  sexist  and  anti-fem¬ 
inist.  .  .  .  We  do  not  consider  free¬ 
dom  to  sexually  exploit  children 
part  of  this  struggle.”  Lederman 
and  Finn  concluded  the  statement 
by  urging  IWRC  members  and 
sympathizers  to  attend  the  April  8 
meeting  and  to  express  “our 
opinion  on  this  issue.” 

Amid  threats  of  a  picket  of 
Thorstad’s  talk  and  a  boycott  of 
the  May  Gay  events,  as  well  as  ar¬ 
guments  concerning  the  possible 
rise  in  anti-gay  sentiment  in  the 
Ithaca  straight  community,  Gay 
PAC  withdrew  the  invitation. 

Gay  PAC  members  Patrick  Fer¬ 


ris  and  Connie  Stillinger  released  a 
statement  following  the  controver¬ 
sy  saying,  “In  retrospect,  we  feel  it 
is  unfortunate  that  Gay  PAC 
members  yielded  to  arguments  on 
side  issues,  to  vague  threats  and 
speculations  of  possible  conse¬ 
quences,  and  to  supplications  for 
unity  from  women  many  of  whom 
have  previously  been  very  cool  to 
unity.  More  reprehensible  were  the 
actions  of  the  feminists  who,  in  the 
name  of  reasoned  dialogue  resort¬ 
ed  to  slandering  some  Gay  PAC 
members  as  well  as  David  Thor¬ 
stad  to  achieve  their  purpose.  At 
no  time  was  a  feminist  critique  of 
boy  love  presented.” 

Stillinger,  chairperson  for  Gay 
PAC,  resigned  in  protest  over  the 
IWRC  actions. 

In  a  letter  to  Lederman  and  Finn 
of  the  IWRC,  Thorstad  wrote, 
“Congratulations  on  your  recent 
victory  for  censorship,  bigotry  and 
stupidity.  I  am  referring  to  your 
successful  effort  to  persuade  Gay 
PAC  to  withdraw  its  invitation  to 
me  to  speak  on  the  relationship  be¬ 
tween  gay  liberation  and  man/boy 
love,  among  other  things.  I  would 

have  been  quite  happy  to  discuss 
these  and  other  issues  with  you  or 
anyone  else.  It’s  a  pity  that  your 
preferred  method  is  to  strangle 
freedom  of  speech,  prevent  debate 
and  an  exchange  of  views,  and  in¬ 
timidate  through  lies  and  slander. 
Surely  such  methods  belong  to  the 
arsenal  of  the  enemies  of  freedom, 
not  to  its  friends.  It  is  really  sad  to 
see  feminists,  even  lesbian  femin¬ 
ists,  jumping  onto  the  anti-gay 
male  bandwagon,  and  even  worse, 
to  see  them  actively  crusading 
against  free  speech  and  for  censor¬ 
ship.  Shame  on  you.  Adopting  the 
methods  and  issues  of  the  het¬ 
erosexist  and  moral  crusading 
right  is  no  way  to  fight  for  free¬ 
dom.  I  don’t  care  if  you  disagree 
with  me,  but  at  least  don’t  lie 
about  my  views.” 

Lederman  and  Finn  were  una¬ 
vailable  for  comment. 
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Homophobia,  Criticism  Mark 
Women’s  Studies  Conference 


By  Paula  Krebs 

The  third  annual  national  con¬ 
ference  of  the  National  Women’s 
Studies  Association  (NWSA)  here, 
organized  around  the  theme  of 
5  “Women  Respond  to  Racism,” 
§  climaxed  a  year  of  controversy  and 
financial  difficulties  for  the  or- 
■'*  ganization. 

■°  The  NWSA,  which,  according 
|  to  national  coordinator  Elaine  Reu- 
ben,  is  “very  young  and  very  fra¬ 
gile,”  came  under  heavy  fire  from 
conference  participants,  especially 
the  group’s  Third  World  Caucus 
and  other  women  of  color,  both 
during  its  planning  and  during  the 
conference  itself.  Critics  charged 
that  the  conference,  held  here  at 
the  University  of  Connecticut,  was 
racist  in  both  its  planning  and 
structure,  citing  a  lack  of  Third 
World  input  in  the  deciding  of  the 
conference  site,  registration  fees, 
and  structure  of  meetings,  work¬ 
shops,  and  anti-racism  conscious¬ 
ness  raising  groups. 

Participants  charged  that  the 
conference’s  $40-50  registration 
and  $1 12  room-and-board  fees  for 
the  five  days  of  the  event  were  pro¬ 
hibitive  to  the  participation  of 
working-class  women  and  women 
of  color.  In  an  address  to  the  con¬ 
vention  on  the  opening  day  of  its 
workshops,  poet  Audre  Lorde 
asked  “Do  women  in  the  academy 
truly  want  a  dialoge  about  racism? 

“When  the  woman  on  welfare 
says  I  can’t  afford  it,  she  means 
she  is  surviving  on  an  amount  of 
money  that  was  barely  subsistence 
in  1972,  and  she  often  cannot 
afford  to  eat. 

“Yet  the  National  Women’s 
Studies  Association  in  1981  holds  a 
conference  on  racism  in  which  it 
commits  itself  to  responding  to 
racism,  but  refuses  to  waive  the 
registration  fee  for  poor  women 
and  women  of  color  who  wanted 
to  present/conduct  workshops.” 

The  planning  of  the  conference 
was  marked  by  hostility  from  the 
local  press  and  the  university  com¬ 
munity.  The  NWSA,  whose  strong 
and  vocal  lesbian  presence 
prompted  the  University  of  San 
Francisco  to  withdraw  as  the  site 
of  the  1982  national  convention 
(see  GCN  vol.8  no. 31),  again  en¬ 
countered  hostility  because  of  its 
openness  about  that  presence. 

The  Hartford  Courant,  the 
area’s  major  daily  newspaper,  ran 
just  one  pre-conference  story  on 
the  NWSA,  never  mentioning  the 
theme  of  the  conference  and 
focusing  on  the  option  for  con¬ 
ference  attendees  to  live  in  areas 
designated  “lesbian  housing.” 
The  article,  headlined  “Lesbian 
Housing  Available  for  Women’s 
Conference  at  UConn”  (May  19, 


p.  A3),  was,  according  to  poet 
Adrienne  Rich  in  another  address 
to  the  conference,  “a  deliberate 
erasure  of  our  declared  purpose 
here. 

“The  National  Women’s 
Studies  Association  chose,  as  a 
part  of  the  feminist  movement 
rather  than  as  a  dutiful  daughter 
of  academia,  to  address  the  es¬ 
trangement,  ignorance,  fear, 
anger  and  disempowerment  cre¬ 
ated  by  the  intstitutional  racism 
which  saturates  all  our  lives,”  she 
noted. 

Instead  of  addressing  the  con¬ 
ference  theme,  Rich  aruged,  the 
Courant  “erased  the  issue  of 
racism,  in  a  state  where  the  Ku 
Klux  Klan  openly  marches,  by 
playing  on  a  different  string  of 
bigotry  and  fear  —  the  New 
Right’s  vocal  anti-feminism  and 
homophobia.” 

Conference  co-cordinator  Stacy 
Pies  agreed.  “The  city  of  Hartford 
has  a  half-percent  turnover  in 
housing  per  year,”  she  told  GCN. 
“When  people,  usually  Hispanics 
and  blacks,  are  displaced  from 
their  homes  through  gentrifica- 
tion,  there  is  nowhere  for  them  to 
go.  It  would  be  pretty  dangerous 


By  Mitzel 

SPRINGFIELD,  MA  —  A 
Houston  man  was  found  guilty 
recently  in  a  Springfield  federal 
district  court  for  violating  the 
1978  federal  kid  porn  law. 

Roy  C.  Ames,  42,  had  been 
indicted  for  one  count  of 
interstate  transportation  of  an 
obscene  film  which  portrayed 
minors  having  sexual  relations.  A 
jury  found  Ames  guilty  on  Friday, 
May  22. 

In  the  early  1970s,  Roy  Ames 
had  run  a  mail-order  sex-materials 
business.  In  1975,  he  was  found 
guilty  of  sending  obscene  matter 
interstate  and  was  sentenced  to  12 
years  in  a  federal  prison.  He  was 
released  on  parole  in  1979. 

At  the  time  of  his  release, 
Houston  police  returned  most  of 
the  sex  materials  they  had  seized 
upon  his  1975  arrest  including  the 
film  in  question  which  featured  2 
young  teenaged  boys  engaged  in 
oral  and  anal  sex  with  each  other. 

At  trial  in  Springfield,  Ames’s 
attorney,  Alfred  Monahan, 
agreed  with  the  assistant  U.S. 
attorney  that  the  film  would  be 
considered  obscene  by  contemp¬ 
orary  community  standards.  As  a 
result,  the  jurors  did  not  get  to 
view  the  film. 


for  the  Courant  to  show  people 
confronting  racism  in  Hartford  — 
it  might  help  stir  up  something  the 
city  wouldn’t  want  to  deal  with.” 

Coordinator  Norma  Cobbs 
added  that  the  paper’s  ignoring  of 
the  anti-racist  politics  of  the  con¬ 
ference  was  a  symptom  of  being  “so 
threatened  by  groups  of  women 
getting  together  for  political  rea¬ 
sons.” 

When  it  uses  a  tactic  such  as 
homophobia  to  discredit  the 
NWSA, the  Hartford  community, 
Cobbs  told  GCN,  “doesn’t  have 
to  take  our  political  impact  ser¬ 
iously.” 

In  addition,  Cobbs  noted  a 
decided  strain  of  homophobia  on 
the  University  of  Connecticut 
campus  here.  Once  the  Courant 
article  appeared,  she  noted,  people 
in  several  campus  departments 
began  to  grow  wary  of  involve¬ 
ment  in  the  conference.  “It  felt 
like  people  were  saying  ‘The  les¬ 
bians  are  coming!  The  lesbians  are 
coming!’  ”  Cobbs  explained. 
“But  all  I  said  was,  ‘Yep.  They’re 
coming,  and  not  only  that,  but 
they’ve  been  here  all  along!’  ” 

More  discussion  was  slated  for 
continued  on  page  6 


According  to  U.S.  Assistant 
Attorney  George  Kelly,  Ames, 
after  his  1979  parole,  began  a 
career  in  the  music  business. 
Houston  country  singer  Isaac 
Sweat  testified  at  Ames’s 
Springfield  trial  that  Ames  had 
been  his  manager  and  promoter  in 
1980  and  1981. 

A  police  informant,  Jim  Oolan, 
knew  that  Ames  needed  money  to 
get  Sweat  produced.  Dolan  acted 
as  a  go-between  for  the  federal 
agents  in  their  efforts  to  set  up 
Ames. 

As  a  result  of  Dolan’s 
informing,  a  U.S.  customs  agent 
and  U.S.  postal  inspector,  both  in 
Massachusetts,  set  up  a  phony 
porno  company  and  contacted 
Ames.  They  solicited  him  to  sell 
them  kid  porn.  The  federal  agents 
knew  Ames  needed  money,  and 
according  to  Kelly,  they  played  to 
his  need.  Ames  agreed  to  ship 
them  an  internegative  of  the  boy- 
sex  film  for  $700. 

Ames  shipped  the  film  via 
United  Parcel  Service  to  an 
address  in  East  Springfield, 
Mass.  Federal  officials  in 
Massachusetts  contacted  federal 
agents  in  Texas  and  Ames  was 
arrested  on  March  24  in  Houston. 

continued  on  page  7 


U.S.  Court  Convicts 
In  Kid  Porn  Case 


Ford  and  Stars  Join  NOW  Campaign  on  ERA 


By  Jil  Clark 

HOLLYWOOD,  CA  — 
Former  first  lady  Betty  Ford  has 
accepted  the  honorary  chairper- 
sonship  of  the  “ERA  Kick-off 
Campaign”  being  sponsored  by 
the  National  Organization  for 
Women  (NOW). 

Other  celebrities,  all  of  them 
connected  with  the  movie  and 
television  industry,  are  lending 
their  names  to  the  campaign, 
which  will  begin  with  over  100 
rallies  around  the  country  on  June 
30,  exactly  one  year  before  the 
amendment  must  stand  ratified  by 
34  states. 

Among  the  Hollywood  person¬ 
alities  who  announced  their  com¬ 
mitment  to  the  campaign  at  a 
press  conference  here  on  June  10 
are  Alan  Alda,  who  will  co-chair 
the  campaign;  Valerie  Harper 
from  “Rhoda”;  Jean  Stapleton 
from  “All  in  the  Family”;  Linda 
Lavin  from  “Alice”;  singer  Helen 
Reddy;  Francis  Lear,  wife  of  pro¬ 
ducer  Norman  Lear;  actors  Patty 
Duke  Aston;  her  husband  John 


Aston;  Tyne  Daly  Brown;  and 
George  Stanford  Brown. 

Ford  and  the  stars  will  be  as¬ 
signed  “no  specific  responsibili¬ 
ties,”  said  Mamie  Delaney  of  Los 
Angeles  NOW,  “but  they  will  be 
involved  in  planning  the  events  of 
the  campaign,  such  as  the  rallies 
and  walk-a-thons  around  the 
country  on  Women’s  Equality 
Day  (Aug.  26].  They’ll  be  making 
many  appearances,  lending  their 
status  as  well  as  their  energy.” 

Delaney  added  that  she  hopes 
that  they  and  their  “influential 
friends”  will  make  sizeable  mone¬ 
tary  contributions  to  the  effort  as 
well. 

NOW  President  Eleanor  Smeal 
told  reporters  at  the  press  confer¬ 
ence  that,  “with  the  help  of  lead¬ 
ing  citizens  joined  with  people 
from  all  walks  of  life,  we  intend  to 
bring  the  ERA  home  to  all  Amer¬ 
icans  in  this  remaining  year.” 

Delaney  believes  “without  a 
doubt”  that  the  endorsements  of 
Ford  and  other  popular  figures 
will  result  in  the  ratification  of  the 


ERA. 

“I  think  it  is  especially  signifi¬ 
cant  that  the  most  popular  living 
first  lady  —  the  wife  of  a  Repub¬ 
lican  —  is  doing  this  under  an  ad¬ 
ministration  that  opposes  the 
ERA,”  Delaney  said.  “She  [Ford] 
indicated  at  the  press  conference 
that  she  doesn’t  feel  the  present 
Republican  administration  has 
done  enough  for  women.” 

In  announcing  her  commitment 
to  the  passage  of  the  ERA  in  1982, 
Ford  said,  “I  have  spent  a  great 
deal  of  time  in  the  past  on  the  cam¬ 
paign  trail.  Now  I  am  campaigning 
for  the  rights  of  women.” 

She  continued,  “The  women  of 
America  have  equally  worked  and 
sacrificed  so  that  this  nation  could 
become  a  leader  among  nations.  I 
believe  that  now  this  nation  owes 
its  women  the  right  to  equal  pro¬ 
tection  under  the  law. 

“We  have  one  year  remaining  to 
us  and  take  note:  the  campaign  is 
not  almost  over.  It  has  just 
begun.” 

Alda  told  reporters,  “If  we  lose. 


we  will  not  stop.  We  will  have  what 
was  promised  to  us  200  years  ago. 
We  will  not  pass  on  a  lie  to  our 
children.” 

Asked  to  comment  about  the 
strategy  NOW  has  chosen  for  its 
final  ratification  drive,  Beverly 
Smith,  coordinator  of  the  Black 
Women  Artists’  Film  Series  in 
Boston,  said,  “This  is  America; 
movie  stars  are  a  good  way  to  sell 
anything  —  cereal,  the  ERA,  etc. 
NOW  has  realized  this  and  that 
does  imply  a  certain  amount  of  so¬ 
phistication  on  their  part. 

“However,”  Smith  continued, 
“I  would  be  much  more  excited  to 
see  movie  stars  organizing  to  fight 
racism  and  sexism  within  the 
movie  industry. 

“A  lot  of  those  Hollywood 
types  have  espoused  the  ERA  over 
the  years;  it’s  a  tame  enough  cause 
that  they  can  work  out  their  desire 
to  be  political  activists  and  feel 
good  about  their  liberal  creden¬ 
tials.  But  let’s  face  it:  it’s  not  gay 
rights  [that  they  are  endorsing]. 
This  country  is  so  reactionary  that 


it  sees  the  ERA  as  radical.  If  they 
think  the  ERA  is  radical,  what  do 
they  think  of  black  lesbians?  I 
wonder  if  they  even  know  that 
people  like  me  are  out  here.” 

Smith  said  that  although  she  is 
more  concerned  about  “women 
who  are  suffering  now,  whether  or 
not  there’s  an  ERA,”  she  will  be 
“disturbed”  if  it  is  not  ratified. 

“I’m  glad  some  organization  is 
out  there  fighting  for  it,”  she  said. 

Leslie  Cagan,  a  lesbian  activist 
in  Mobilization  for  Survival  of 
Boston,  told  GCN  that  she  is 
“troubled”  by  NOW’s  “alliance 
with  liberals  ....  Will  NOW  be¬ 
come  less  radical  as  a  result?” 

“1  agree  [with  Betty  Ford],” 
said  Cagan,  “that  women  have 
worked  as  hard  as  men  in  this 
country.  One  thing  the  women’s 
movement  has  revealed  is  that 
women  have  been  written  out  of 
history. 

“But  that  doesn’t  lead  me  to 
feel  we  want  to  share  a  bigger  piece 
of  the  American  pie.  We  want  a 
whole  new  recipe.” 
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Community  Voices 


you  don’t  have  to 
do  it 

Dear  GCN, 

I’m  just  writing  to  let  you  all  know  I’ve  been 
enjoying  GCN  lately  and  hope  you  continue  on  in 
your  merry  way  into  the  future. 

I  was  very  glad  to  see  the  two  articles  on  S&M. 
They  are  easily  the  two  sanest,  most  logical, 
informative  and  well-written  articles  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  I’ve  seen.  I  particularly  liked  the  clear  expla¬ 
nations  in  the  pro-S&M  article  and  the  willingness 
to  listen  of  the  anti-S&M  article.  Neither  of  these 
two  qualities  are  exactly  common  in  the  debate 
about  S&M  among  lesbians. 

“Gay  Comedy  News”  was  hilarious,  especially 
the  part  about  the  “typical  GCN  reader”  —  don’t 
we  sound  a  little  more  interesting  than  the  average 
reader  of  that  other  national  gay  paper? 

And  finally,  to  reply  to  Janet  Fay’s  letter  in  the 
issue  of  May  23: 1  think  that  you  entirely  missed 
the  point  of  the  cover  on  the  May  9  issue,  which 
was  to  parody  the  standard  image  of  women  in 
S&M.  I  really  don’t  think  the  GCN  staff  put  the 
picture  on  the  front  cover  in  order  to  sell  papers. 
I'm  really  appalled  that  you  would  refuse  to  sell 
the  paper  because  of  the  cover  —  thus  denying 
many  women  who  come  into  your  store  the 
opportunity  to  read  that  issue  of  GCN  and  spe¬ 
cifically  the  two  excellent  articles  on  S&M  that  it 
contained. 

There’s  been  entirely  too  much,  well,  let’s  call  it 
what  it  is,  censorship  in  the  lesbian  community 
and  press  on  the  subject  of  lesbian  S&M.  Whether 
you  participate  in  it  or  not,  or  approve  of  it  or 
not,  what  use  is  served  by  refusing  to  discuss  it? 
Ignoring  it  will  not  make  it  go  away.  Feminist 
bookstores  in  a  number  of  cities  have  refused  to 
carry  Pat  Califla’s  book  Sapphistry  because  it 
contains  some  pro-S&M  sections.  The  Samois 
booklet  (on  lesbian  S&M)  has  not  been  carried  in 
some  bookstores  because  it  is  pro-S&M.  I  find  it 
especially  disturbing  when  women  refuse  to 
discuss  this  issue  with  other  women,  as  if  just 
discussing  it  in  print,  or  allowing  pro-S&M  books 
written  by  lesbians  (not  by  straight  men  out  to 
exploit  our  community)  to  be  sold  in  women’s- 
bookstores  would  contaminate  them.  Honestly, 
people,  S&M  lesbians  are  not  telling  you  that  you 
have  to  go  out  and  do  it  right  now!  (Which  some 
reactions  from  people  seem  to  be.) 

Yours  truly, 

Rebecca  Lesses 
Seattle,  WA 


what  is  aesthetic  voyage  en  douce  gay  maine 


media  banned  in 
prisons 

Dear  GCN, 

I  recently  got  your  GCN  issue  May  30,  1981. 
However,  1  was  not  allowed  to  keep  the  paper 
here  in  our  prison  because  of  our  media  commit¬ 
tee  made  of  one  female  (anti-gay)  school  teacher 
and  one  male  (anti-gay)  school  teacher  and  one 
correctional  guard,  also  anti-gay.  They  are  deny¬ 
ing  us  your  paper,  and  The  Advocate  and 
NAMBLA  newsletter  also  because  of  the  photos 
and  gay  material.  The  committee  doesn’t  want 
gays  to  receive  what  they  call  pornographic  media 
material  here.  They  even  have  banned  Hustler 
magazine  too.  And  Playgirl.  It’s  really  appalling 
what  heterosexuals  are  doing  to  us  on  or  off  the 
streets.  Will  we  ever  be  left  alone?  I  want  to  see 
gay  cities  without  oppression! 

Yours  Sincerely, 

“A  gay  inmate  without  one  purpose  but  surviv¬ 
al  in  a  heterosexual  world.” 

Menard,  1L 


A  Prison  Project  is  now  being  formed 
to  support  GCN  in  its  longstanding 
effort  to  get  free  subscriptions  to  the 
paper  in  to  lesbian  and  gay  prisoners  and 
also  to  get  books  for  them  to  read  and 
penpals  to  write  to.  (Every  other  week 
there  is  a  prisoner  penpal  list  on  the 
Classifieds  page.)  Volunteer  help  is 
always  appreciated  in  this  and  other 
parts  of  the  project  (including  doing 
outreach  to  women  prisoners  and  re¬ 
searching  and  informing  prisoners  of 
their  mailroom  and  visiting  rights).  If 
you  can  help  with  your  time  or  a  contri¬ 
bution,  it  will  be  much  appreciated. 
Thank  you. 


Friends: 

I  want  to  respond  to  your  “Speaking  Out”  in 
the  30  May,  1981  issue,  “On  Nude  Pictures”. 

First  off,  the  entire  article  should  have  been 
given  the  title  “On  Nude  Photographs”.  Nude 
.  pictures  in  the  guise  of  lesbian  comic  strips,  and 
the  cover  issue'  depicting  nude  females 
(and  I  recollect  no  objections  to  “all  those  tits”), 
have  been  a  part  of  GCN  for  quite  a  long  while. 
Crude  and  klutzy  though  I  found  them,  I  never 
felt  obligated  to  condemn  them  as  sexist. 

I  see  absolutely  nothing  shocking  or  disgusting 
with  the  three  photographs  you  finally  had  the 
courage  to  print.  In  fact,  in  my  opinion,  (as  one 
who  is  also  extremely  interested  in  things  photo¬ 
graphic),  the  photo  of  the  young  man  with  the 
dove,  with  but  a  little  extra  thought  by  Mr. 
Thompson,  could  have  been  a  real  work  of  art. 
Even  as  it  is,  it  is  a  beautiful  picture,  and  I,  for 
one,  feel  enriched,  having  had  the  opportunity  to 
see  it! 

Recently  in  one  of  the  many  photographic  jour¬ 
nals  I  subscribe  to,  someone  was  objecting  to  a 
few  nudes  (female),  that  had  been  printed  in  an 
earlier  edition.  The  photographer  answered  the 
complaints  by  suggesting  that  anyone  who  was 
shocked,  annoyed  or  otherwise  disgruntled  with 
his  depiction  of  the  nude  body  should  take  their 
complaints  to  the  Designer.  I  agree.  As  an  old 
man  of  67,  it  is  not  at  all  difficult  for  me  to  see 
and  appreciate  the  glorious  beauty  of  a  young, 
well-cared-for  body,  male  or  female,  black  or 
white.  There  are  very  few  sculpted  or  painted 
works  of  art  around  that  depict  old  and  sagging 
guts  of  either  sex.  It  just  ain’t  esthetic. 

Regarding  Maida  Tilchen’s  objections  that  “all 
the  photos  were  of  young,  white,  slim,  handsome, 
able-bodied  males”,  1  very  much  doubt  especially 
in  this  day  and  age,  that  had  Michael  Thompson 
seen  a  young,  black,  slim,  handsome,  able-bodied 
male  who  was  agreeable  to  having  his  picture 
taken  for  publication  in  a  gay  newspaper,  he 
would  have  jumped  at  the  chance.  I  know  I 
would.  As  for  the  rest  of  the  complaint,  one  just 
doesn’t  photograph  old,  fat,  ugly,  or 
handicapped  males  or  females,  black  or  white 
unless  it’s  for  medical  journals. 

Warren  Blumenfeld’s  objection,  “his  photo¬ 
graphs  were  not  of  nude  beaches  but  rather  they 
were  of  nude  young  men  on  beaches,  (young  men 
who  are  all  white,  classically  beautiful  and  obvi¬ 
ously  posed),”  has  me  stumped!  What  then  is  a 
nude  beach?  A  beach  sans  sand,  sans  vegetation, 
sans  rocks,  just  a  lot  of  water?  Isn’t  it  nude  bodies 
on  any  beach  that  make  that  beach  a  nude  beach? 

Of  course  I  may  not  have  seen  all  of  Michael 
Thompson’s  photographs  submitted  to  you  for 
the  article  in  question,  (I  sure  would  like  to  if 
they’re  as  good  as  those  you  print  in  this  week’s 
GCN).  The  three  you  published  are  indeed  all 
white.  Did  you  expect  black  and  white  polka-dots 
Mr.  Blumenfeld?  Sorry  the  human  body  rarely 
comes  in  that  color  combination.  Again,  I’m  sure 
that  Mr.  Thompson  would  have  included  blacks 
had  he  been  able  to  do  so.  I  disagree  that  all  the  , 
photographs,  (those  three  published),  were 
classically  beautiful.  That  you  might  think  so, 
Mr.  Blumenfeld,  is  your  value  judgement.  1  do 
not  concur.  Obviously  posed?  So  what?  We’re 
always  posed.  I’m  at  this  moment  posed  over  the 
typewriter,  writing  this  letter. 

Finally  of  the  three  photos  shown,  only  one  is 
“a  nude  photo.”  The  “Young  Man  With  Dove” 
is  wearing  a  shirt  and  the  dove,  he’s  not  nude.  The 
photo  Mr .  Thompson  says  is  of  himself  is  wearing 
either  the  Atlantic  or  the  Pacific  ocean.  He’s  not 
nude.  The  remaining  photo,  (an  attempt  at 
distortion  through  the  use  of  a  wide-angle  lens),  is 
in  my  opinion,  a  nude  photograph,  a  rather 
.uninteresting  one.  There  are  two  naked  men 
pictured.  One,  because  of  his  proximity  to  the 
camera  is  grotesque  and  to  my  eye,  not  pleasing. 
The  other  man,  leaving  the  water  is  much  better, 
(nice  bod!),  but  he  demurely  covers  his  plumbing, 
(those  parts  some  lesbians  object  to),  quite 
naturally  with  his  left  thigh.  It  does  show,  if  one 
cares  to  search  the  foreground  and  background, 
an  expanse  of  sandy  beach,  a  bit  of  water,  two 
naked  men,  and  yes  out  there  in  the  distance, 
hills!  Yep,  it’s  a  nude  beach  all  right! 

Sincerely, 

Amos  C.  Marcille 
Amherst,  MA 


Dear  GCN, 

In  response  to  Rob  Schmieder’s  review  of 
“Voyage  en  Douce”. 

His  review  was  unfortunately  mild  since  the 
film  was  apparently  very  misogynistic  and  ex¬ 
tremely  pornographic.  A  friend  and  myself  were 
so  outraged  that  we  left  the  film  midway.  These 
two  women  as  lesbians  obviously  were  a  product 
of  a  male  fantasy.  The  film  once  again  portrays 
women  as  provocative  and  promiscuous  and  sup¬ 
ports  the  myth  that  women  want  to  be  raped. 
These  women  were  shown  as  manipulative,  super¬ 
ficial,  sexually  preoccupied,  and  unhappy.  Self- 
hate  was  an  implicit  message. 

The  film  Voyage  en  Douce  is  not  about  two 
women  developing  a  lesbian  identity  but  about 
two  heterosexual  women  struggling  with  sexuality 
as  men  perceive  it.  This  is  yet  another  woman-hat¬ 
ing  film  to  be  produced  in  this  era  of  violence 
against  women !  And  we  do  not  need  to  support  it. 
Emily  O’Brien 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA 

nazi  propaganda 

Dear  people, 

In  the  May  issue  of  Drummer  magazine  (a  gay 
men’s  leather,  S&M  type  mag)  is  a  large  Nazi  fan¬ 
tasy  story  with  several  pictures.  It  comes  complete 
with  large  swasticas  and  dialogue  like,  “Fuck  me 
with  your  fat  Nazi  cock.” 

I  am  not  involved  in  S&M  or  leather  so  I  waited 
the  month  to  see  if  anyone  wrote  letters  of  protest 
to  the  Gay  Media.  Not  one  word. 

Why  am  1,  a  Jew,  the  only  one  to  be  pissed  off 
by  this  racist  garbage?  Why  are  the  S&M  folks 
silent? 

And  why  do  our  local  merchants  peddle  this 
Nazi  propaganda?  Do  they  need  the  money  that 
bad? 

My  grandmothers ’s  brother,  his  wife,  and  their 
seven  children  were  all  brutally  murdered  by  the 
Nazi  pigs.  For  gay  magazines  to  glorify  these  de¬ 
generates  is  a  travesty  of  the  human  race.  The 
people  who  publish  these  magazines,  the  editors, 
and  the  writers  are  my  enemies.  Being  gay  is  NOT 
enough  to  make  someone  my  brother. 

Sincerely, 
satya  littlebear 


Oakland,  CA 

wet  dreams 

Dear  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  briefly  reply  to  Bob  Burdick’s 
recent  letter  criticizing  NOLAG  for  its  exclusion 
of  sexual  minorities,  and  its  inclusion  of  racial, 
age,  and  handicapped  minorities. 

Bob,  you  either  approve  of  accepting  alt  minor¬ 
ities,  or  you  accept  none.  Then  NOLAG  can 
become  the  white,  male,  upper-class  fraternity 
you  have  wet  dreams  about. 

Your  main  objection  seems  to  stem  from  the 
heat  of  discussion  and  voting  centered  around  the 
Sexual  Freedom  Act.  NOLAG  does  not  object  to 
including  sexual  minorities,  the  major  obstacle 
seems  to  be  a  combination  of  terminology  and 
philosophy  with  the  resolutions  that  were  put 
forth.  If  you  were  third-world,  or  disabled  and 
had  attended  the  conference  viewing  through 
those  eyes  instead,  no  doubt  you  would  have  been 
angry  if  the  vote  had  been  negative  on  the  resolu¬ 
tion  to  support  the  end  of  racism  (within  and 
from  without  of  our  community)  or  the  resolu¬ 
tion  to  further  outreach  to  the  disabled. 

I  won’t  work  with  people  that  don’t  have  open 
minds.  I  won’t  bother  with  people  that  are  manip¬ 
ulative  and  disruptive.  I  am  concerned  primarily 
with  interacting  in  a  constructive  manner.  And  I 
believe  (however  optimistically)  that  this  is  the 
only  way  to  attain  our  goals,  collectively. 

I  was  there,  and  I  voted,  and  I  became  angry  at 
times,  but  over-all  I  came  away  from  the  confer¬ 
ence  feeling  that  we  had  the  seed  for  a  good 
organization  that  will  represent  every  lesbian  and 
gay  man. 

This  is  the  organization  that  will  make  the 
“closet  gays”  come  out  and  support  the  cause.  It 
won’t  happen  tomorrow,  and  maybe  not  even  by 
the  end  of  this  year,  but  it  will  happen  some  day. 

I  recognize  your  right  to  speak-out,  get  things 
“off-your-chest,”  but  fortunately  I  have  enough 
presence  to  realize  that  your  voice  expresses  only 
your  opinion.  I  can  be  proud  that  I  have  the 
generosity  to  listen  and  understand  the  feelings  of 
others,  and  the  strength  to  support  them. 

In  unity  &  Strength, 

Marsha  H.  Levine 

Northeast  Region  Representative 

NOLAG  (National  Organization  for 

Lesbians  and  Gays) 

Boston,  MA 


Dear  GCN : 

I  received  the  latest  issue  of  GCN  and  was 
pleased  to  see  an  article  on  the  Maine  Lesbian  and 
Gaymen’s  Symposium  VIII,  written  by  Kathy 
McDonald.  I  know  of  several  people  in  the  state 
who  have  expressed  their  displeasure  at  the  lack 
of  Maine  news  in  GCN,  and  who  plan  to  let  their 
subscriptions  expire.  Ever  since  Mainely  Gay  has 
ceased  publication,  there  has  been  a  void  in  state 
news  coverage  in  Maine. 

The  Symposium  article,  however,  only  report¬ 
ed  on  the  Saturday  morning  schedule  —  the  two 
keynote  speakers.  I  think  it’s  important  to  note 
the  rest  of  the  weekend’s  events:  over  20  work¬ 
shops  during  the  four  workshop  periods  on 
Saturday,  a  buffet  supper,  two  films  (“Gay, 
Proud  and  Sober”  and  “The  Making  of  the  Din¬ 
ner  Party”),  an  original  musical  adaptation  of 
“Star  Wars”  by  Susan  Henderson,  entitled  “Star 
Gays”  (starring  Sappho  MacRadcliffe  and  Farley 
Faggot),  a  drug-  and  alcohol-free  dance  on 
Saturday  night,  and  on  Sunday,  a  Metropolitan 
Community  Church  service  plus  two  slide-show 
presentations  from  the  Boston  Area  Lesbian  and 
Gay  History  Project.  It  was  a  very  full  weekend. 

Until  Mainely  Gay  can  re-emerge  on  the  scene, 
I  hope  GCN  can  cover  happenings  in  Maine.  I 
realize  that  Maine  lesbians  and  gaymen  must  pro¬ 
vide  the  input,  and  I  hope  we  will. 

In  unity, 

Dick  Harrison 
Houlton,  ME 


prostitutes  are 
sisters 

Dear  Community  Voices,’ 

I  did  not  attend  the  Andea  Dworkin  vs.  Alan 
Dershowitz  debate  in  Cambridge  and  was  glad  to 
read  Lee  Swislow’sithoughtful  article  about  it 
( GCN ,  Vol.  8,  No.  46).  I  feel  very  disturbed  by 
one  aspect  of  Andrea  Dworkin ’s  argument  and 
would  like  to  hear  what  others  have  to  say  about 
it.  Dworkin,  in  her  denunciation  of  pornography, 
also  seems  to  condemn  prostitution.  I  wonder 
how  prostitues  feel  about  this. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  most  immediate  effect 
of  some  actions  taken  by  feminist  anti- 
pornography  groups,  such  as  the  work  of  Women 
Against  Pornography  to  “clean  up”  Times 
Square,  will  probably  be  the  arrest  and 
harassment  of  prostitutes.  The  men  who  .  are 
getting  rich  off  the  work  of  these  women  are 
probably  powerful  enough  to  be  unaffected. 
(We’ve  certainly  seen  this  happen  in  Boston  often 
enough,  when  the  Vice  Squad  “cleans  up”  the 
Combat  Zone  during  election  years.  Prostitutes 
who  work  on  the  street  are  routinely  harassed  by 
cops  in  incredibly  vindictive  and  harmful  ways:  I 
have  heard  that  they  have  driven  black  prostitutes 
to  racist  South  Boston  in  the  middle  of  the  night 
and  dropped  them  there.) 

This  is  like  deciding  to  destroy  capitalism  by 
attacking  secretaries.  Rather  than  denouncing 
prostitution,  it  makes  more  sense  to  work  for  the 
decriminalization  of  prostitution  so  that 
prostitutes  would  not  be  subjected  to  harassment 
and  could  begin  to  control  their  own  work  envi¬ 
ronment.  I’m  beginning  to  wonder  what’s  hap¬ 
pening  to  feminism:  I  first  began  thinking  about 
prostitution  because  of  the  education  I  was 
getting  in  the  women’s  movement. 

The  anti-pornography  movement  seems  to  be 
developing  strategies  and  taking  action  without 
listening  to  women  who  work  as  models, 
strippers,  prostitues,  etc.  (by  the  way,  Heresies 
H12,  The  Sex  Issue,  225  Lafayette  St.,  New  York, 
NY,  10012,  includes,  among  other  fantastic  arti¬ 
cles,  a  piece  called  “Venus”  by  Seph  Weene, 
about  how  she  felt  about  being  a  stripper,  which 
helped  me  think  about  some  of  this  stuff)  I  worry 
about  our  movement  when  I  see  feminists  doing 
work  or  developing  ideologies,  in  the  name  of 
stopping  exploitation  and  violence,  which  neatly 
play  into  the  hands  of  the  government  and  the 
cops  and,  in  this  case,  actually  help  them  to  hurt 
and  oppress  our  sisters. 

Love, 

Amy  Hoffman 
Brookline,  MA 

P.S.  Yeah,  I  know,  if  I’mtheManaging  Editor  of 
GCN,  how  can  I  go  around  writing  letters  to  the 
editor?  Am  I  developing  a  split  personality  or 
something? 
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Combatting  Queerbashers 


By  John  Ward 

On  Route  3,  near  Chelmsford,  Massachusetts,  is  a  rest  area  that  is  popular  with  North 
Shore  gay  men.  People  park  their  cars  there,  meet,  talk,  and  socialize.  Sometimes  they  go  to 
one  of  the  men’s  houses  and  have  sex.  Sometimes,  usually  because  one  of  the  men  is  married 
or  lives  with  his  parents,  they  go  into  the  woods  and  make  love  in  some  secluded  spot. 

Every  year,  the  Chelmsford  police  arrest  400  gay  men  in  that  rest  area.  The  arrests  are 
accomplished  by  plainclothes  officers  who  engage  in  entrapment  or  by  officers  who  literally 
“sneak  up”  on  an  unsuspecting  couple  and  place  them  under  arrest,  sometimes  at  gunpoint, 
for  the  crime  of  making  love.  The  men  are  handcuffed,  taken  to  the  police  station, 
fingerprinted  and  photographed  (a  permanent  record  of  the  fingerprints  is  sent  to  the 
Department  of  Public  Safety  in  Boston  and  usually  to  the  F.B.I.  in  Washington;  this  record 
remains,  regardless  of  whether  people  are  found  guilty  or  not  guilty).  The  men  are  booked 
on  felony  charges  and  placed  in  a  cell  to  await  the  Bail  Commissioner,  if  he  shows  up. 
Otherwise,  they  spend  the  night  in  jail.  They  appear  in  court  at  least  twice,  usually  to  the 
amused  titters  of  the  judge,  the  court  officers,  and  the  spectators.  Normally,  if  the  men  have 
no  prior  police  record,  they  are  ‘  ‘let  off”  with  $200  in  court  costs  and  dismissal  of  their  cases 
after  a  period  of  time.  They  are  told  by  the  judge  and  by  their  lawyers  that  they  should  be 
very  grateful  for  this  “lenient”  disposition. 

The  Chelmsford  scenario  is  reenacted  throughout  the  Commonwealth.  In  Cambridge 
at  the  Bird  Sanctuary;  in  Weston  at  Norumbega  Park;  in  Revere  on  the  beach;  in  the  Blue 
Hills;  in  Seekonk;  in  Weymouth;  on  the  Mass.  Pike;  in  Westford;  in  Holyoke;  in  Province- 
town  —  wherever  gay  men  gather  for  sex,  they  are  victimized  by  the  police. 

These  arrests  are  not  inevitable,  any  more  than  it  is  inevitable  that  gay  men  will  be  har¬ 
assed  this  summer  at  Crane’s  Beach,  the  L  Street  Bathhouse,  or  on  Cape  Cod;  that  gay  men 
will  be  beaten,  robbed,  and  murdered  in  the  Back  Bay,  the  South  End,  and  Beacon  Hill;  or 
that  gay  men  will  go  to  prison  for  consensual  acts  of  love  with  teenagers.  Gay  men  are  not 
genetically  predestined  to  be  victims.  In  the  past,  our  isolation  and  the  degree  of  our 
oppression  made  it  impossible  —  or  nearly  so  —  for  men  to  speak  up.  Those  who  did  were 
crushed,  declared  insane  or  sexually  dangerous,  and  placed  behind  bars.  But  now  we  have 
found  our  voices,  and  we  must  find  —  in  ever  increasing  numbers  —  the  courage  to  speak 
and  act  together  in  our  own  defense. 

We  will  not  cease  to  be  victims  because  the  Advocate  now  places  $18,000  advertise¬ 
ments  in  the  New  York  Times  informing  corporate  America  that  those  gay  men  who  are 
white  and  wealthy  represent  a  market  of  unprecedented  possibilities  for  the  sale  of  consumer 
goods.  We  will  not  cease  to  be  victims  because  sodomy  statutes  are  declared  unconstitution¬ 
al  or  are  repealed,  or  because  we  meet  regularly  with  government  officials.  The  permanent 
government  of  America  will  not  offer  us  reliable  protection,  now  or  in  the  forseeable  future. 
The  Establishment  has  always  scorned  and  rejected  us,  regardless  of  the  rhetoric  of  the 
occasional  liberal  hour.  What  we  must  remember  is  that  we  are  not  therefore  powerless.  The 
incredible  force  for  liberation  set  in  motion  and  catalyzed  by  Stonewall  in  1%9  had  nothing 
to  do  with  government;  it  was  the  angry  gesture  of  a  few  desperados.  How  many  of  us  owe 
our  lives  to  them. 

If  we  peacefully,  but  in  large  numbers,  patrolled  the  areas  where  we  live,  the  rest  areas 
and  other  places  where  we  make  love,  or  if  the  police  knew  that  every  gay  man  who  was  ar¬ 
rested  for  the  “crime”  of  making  love  would  demand  a  jury  trial  and  that  the  courtroom 
would  be  filled  with  his  supporters,  the  violence  perpetrated  against  gay  men  by  police  and 


Community  Voices 


paternalism 

Dear  GCN 

Since  Michael  Thompson’s  article  was  a 
subjective,  personal  view  of  his  experiences  on 
nude  beaches,  his  photos  were  appropriate  to 
accompany  his  article.  If  you  wanted  pictures  of 
nude  beaches,  then  you  should  have  had  an  article 
on  nude  beaches  and  not  one  on  an  individual’s 
personal  experiences. 

I  am  greatly  upset,  however,  at  those  staff 
members  who  based  their  decision  on  grounds 
that  the  photos  contribute  to  the  idealization  of 
some  “classical  beauty.”  I  don’t  find  the  indivi¬ 
duals  in  the  photos  particularly  beautiful,  but  I 
am  offended  by  the  idea  that  simply  because  they 
are  young,  slim,  white,  able-bodied,  etc.,  they 
constitute  an  image  from  which  GCN  readers 
must  be  protected.  That  kind  of  paternalism  has 
no  business  in  a  feminist  newspaper.  You  must 
have  a  pretty  low  view  of  the  intelligence  and 
integrity  of  your  readership.  As  long  as  diversity 
is  achieved  over  time  at  GCN  there  is  no  reason  to 
require  each  photo  or  the  photos  for  every  article 
to  depict  that  diversity.  This  whole  issue  reminds 
me  of  Diana  Moon  Glampers  from  Kurt  Vonne- 
gut’s  Between  Time  and  Timbuktu. 

Marshall  McClintock 


unwanted  baggage 

Dear  Editor: 

In  Tom  Reeves’  long  letter  accusing  GCN  of 
censorship  (5/30/81),  there  is  an  implicit  assump¬ 
tion  that  man/boy  love  is  a  gay  issue.  I  disagree. 
It  certainly  isn’t  an  issue  with  this  gay  man.  I  sus¬ 
pect  that  if  a  poll  were  taken,  an  enormous  major¬ 
ity  of  gay  men  would  disown  it  as  being  about  as 
relevant  to  their  lives  as  man/girl  love.  Indeed,  if 
Community  Voices  is  a  fair  barometer,  lesbians 
are  more  interested  in  the  matter  than  gay  men, 
and  then  only  to  equate  it  to  child  abuse. 

What  is  relevant  is  NAMBLA’s  unrelenting 
campaign  to  guilt-trip  the  gay  community  into 
t  aking  on  this  unwanted  and  unnecessary  piece  of 
baggage.  The  real  issue  we  will  have  to  confront 
one  day  is  whether  we’re  going  to  fight  Tom’s 
battles  for  him.  And  when  the  confrontation 
comes,  I  hope  a  lot  of  the  input  will  come  from 
the  boys.  Up  to  now  it’s  been  the  adults  doing  the 
talking  almost  exclusively. 

In  the  meantime,  I  trust  the  editors  of  GCN  to 
keep  the  matter  in  perspective.  GCN  is  too  fine  a 
newspaper  to  allow  itself  to  become  a  sometimes 
house  organ  for  any  organization. 

Hugh  Crell 
San  Francisco,  CA 


sexual  harassment 
in  indiana  prisons 

Dear  Friends, 

Hello.  I  feel  it  is  important  to  write  you  about  a 
case  which  confronts  the  rampant  sexual  harass¬ 
ment  and  abuse  in  the  Indiana  Department  of 
Corrections.  Carol  Ann  Wilds  #0624,  a  sister  I 
met  through  correspondence,  has  recently  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  US  District  Court,  Indianapolis, 
and  had  docketed  (IP81-356-C),  a  civil  complaint 
charging  the  Indiana  Department  of  Corrections 
“with  negligence  for  allowing  an  environment  to 
exist  that  is  ripe  for  coercion  and  extreme 
influence  over  female  prisoners  concerning  sexual 
harassment  and  exploitation  by  male  guards  and 
supervisory  personnel.”  Ms.  Wilds  has  been 
sexually  harassed  and  abused  by  the  corrupt  DOC 
employees  through  intimidation,  coercion,  fraud, 
promises  of  medical  treatment,  preferential  job 
placement,  monetary  gain,  conduct  adjustment 
board  leniency,  and  guarantees  of  early  release 
from  prison.  They  really  try  to  mess  with  your 
life. 

Ms.  Wilds’  case  is  not  isolated.  Unfortunately, 
it  is  commonplace.  The  problem  is  that  it  is  such  a 
struggle  for  women  in  prison  to  fight  back  and 
challenge  the  authorities  because  they  are  severely 
punished  for  revealing  the  state’s  secrets.  Prison 
employees  feel  they  have  the  power  to  inflict  phy¬ 
sical  and  emotional  torture  on  inmates  because 
they  believe  their  actions  are  unknown  outside  the 
prison  walls.  This  is  why  it  is  so  crucial  to  write 
letters  of  protest  —  to  show  that  we  are  watching 
them.  Please  write  letters  protesting  the  Indiana 
Department  of  Corrections  allowing  an 
environment  conducive  to  the  cruel  and  unusual 
punishment  of  sexual  harassment  and  exploita¬ 
tion  to  exist,  to: 

Gov.  Robert  Orr,  State  Office  Bldg.,  100  N. 
Senate  St.,  Indianapolis,  IN  46204;  Mr.  Cloid 
Shuler,  Executive  Director  of  Adult  Authority, 
804  State  Office  Bldg.,  100  N.  Senate  St., 
Indianapolis  46204;  Mr.  Gordon  Faulkner, 
Commissioner  of  Corrections,  804  State  Office 
Bldg.,  100  N.  Senate  St.,  Indianapolis  46204. 

Donations  to  the  Defense  Fund  can  be  sent  to: 
William  C.  Erbecker,  Attorney  At  Law,  Over 
Building  Suite  306,  28  N.  Pennsylvania  St., 
Indianapolis,  IN  46204. 

You  can  also  write  to  Carol  Ann  to  let  her  know 
how  you  feel  about  all  of  this:  Carol  Ann  Wilds 
#0624, 401  N.  Randolph,  Indiana  State  Women’s 
Prison,  Indianapolis,  IN  46201 . 

Thank  you  so  much  for  your  support. 

In  sisterhood, 

Meryl  Epstein 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA 


other  gay  bashers  would  diminish  to  a  fraction  of  its  current  proportions.  After  four  years  as 
a  lawyer  dealing  with  police,  prosecutors,  and  other  queer-bashers  on  a  regular  basis,  I  am 
convinced  that  the  main  reason,  apart  from  our  oppressors’  sincere  hatred  for  us,  that  gay 
men  are  targeted  for  attack  is  the  fact  that  we  are  perceived  to  be  “easy”  victims.  We  have 
always  taken  our  medicine  and  kept  our  mouths  shut,  for  fear  of  exposing  our  sexuality,  or 
out  of  sick  gratitude  for  any  kind  of  recognition  of  our  existence  by  the  authorities,  even  a 
criminal  complaint.  We  will  continue  to  be  seen  as  victims  until  enough  of  us  are  willing  to 
put  ourselves  on  the  line. 

Standing  up  for  ourselves  and  our  brothers  can  mean  an  almost  infinite  variety  of 
things.  It  can  be  as  simple  as  going  to  court  with  a  friend  who  is  charged  with  the  “crime”  of 
having  sex.  I  have  seen  the  presence  of  even  one  or  two  friends  lend  crucial  support  to  a 
defendant  and  spell  the  difference  between  defeat  and  victory.  Standing  up  for  ourselves  can 
mean  testifying  in  suits  against  the  police.  It  can  mean  defending  ourselves  and  each  other 
when  we  are  attacked  while  standing  in  line  to  go  into  a  gay  bar.  It  can  mean  giving  money 
and  energy  to  such  organizations  as  GLAD,  Lambda,  and  other  groups  concerned  with  the 
legal  rights  of  gays  and  lesbians. 

I  believe  that  taking  care  of  ourselves  and  of  each  other  is  a  large  part  of  the  answer 
to  the  oppression  we  currently  experience.  In  addition,  I  believe  that  this  stance,  wholly 
apart  from  its  practical  consequences,  is  a  crucial  act  of  self-affirmation  for  men  who 
have  been  wounded  in  the  particular  way  that  gay  men  have  been  wounded.  For  our 
oppression  has  consisted  of  enforced  silence,  which  has  not  only  cloaked  our  true  identi¬ 
ties  but  has  made  us  stand  by  and  do  nothing  and  say  nothing  when  our  gay  brothers 
have  been  attacked.  For  this  reason,  I  believe  that,  as  part  of  our  healing,  we  must 
continually  do  and  say  things  that  demonstrate  our  love  and  caring  for  each  other  and 
our  respect  for  the  pain  that  each  of  us  has  survived. 

In  my  work,  I  often  meet  men  in  the  process  of  coming  out.  Interacting  with  them  is 
a  source  of  great  joy  and  strength  to  me.  I  feel  privileged  to  support  their  honesty  and 
courage  as  they  begin  to  take  a  stand.  Unfortunately,  I  am  often  saddened  to  meet  the 
same  men  after  the  initial  euphoria  of  coming  out  has  passed,  and  they  have  begun  to  ex¬ 
perience  the  alienation  and  disillusionment  that  often  results  as  they  attempt  to  find  an 
integrated  life  as  gay  males.  Expecting  to  find  a  band  of  brothers,  they  come  up  against 
the  fear-built  walls,  the  tired  games,  and  exhausting  competitions  that  gay  men  have 
brought  along  as  part  of  the  male  baggage. 

I  believe  that  working  to  create  a  humane  and  healing  environment  for  gay  men,  if 
it  is  done  in  a  manner  that  attempts  to  be  conscious  and  caring,  will  break  down  the 
walls  for  me  and  for  the  men  with  whom  I  work.  I  have  increasingly  structured  my  life 
to  make  it  conform  to  that  belief.  Nothing  that  has  happened  so  far  has  led  me  to  seri¬ 
ously  doubt  the  truth  of  my  convictions.  I  simply  can  no  longer  afford  not  to  care  about 
what  happens  to  my  gay  brothers. 

“Speaking  Out”  is  the  column  designed  for  the  benefit  of  GCN  readers.  It  is  part  of  our 
continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage 
you  to  send  your  thoughts,  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to 
respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking  Out” 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Write 
c  o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  22  Bro infield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 


a  question  of  taste 


Dear  editor, 

In  John  Zeh’s  reply  to  my  comments  he  says 
that  he  considers  homosexual  activity  an  option 
for  young  people.  I  want  people  to  know  that  my 
reply  did  not  comment  on  this,  but  I  do  agree, 
that  homosexual  activity  is  an  option  for  all 
people,  young  and  old.  I  think  that  gay  radio 
shows  must  use  the  same  caution  that  program¬ 
ming  other  shows  use.  It  is  not  a  question  of 
“sensitive  ears”  but  a  question  of  law.  It  is  illegal 
to  braodcast  obscene  material  over  the  airwaves. 
I  agree  that  people  should  support  gay/lesbian 
radio  and  TV,  but  not  blindly.  Bad  programming 
does  more  harm  than  good,  and  gays/lesbians 
should  stand  up  and  shout  when  we  get  the  shaft. 
I  don’t  care  if  straights  or  gays  or  lesbians  pro¬ 
duce  a  bomb.  When  it  happens  we  should  admit 
it  and  do  better  in  the  future.  It  is  hard  for  me  to 
believe  that  you  (John  Zeh)  did  not  realize  the 
possibilities  of  people  recording  your  program. 
I  thought  it  was  standard  procedure  to  record 
programming  for  transcripts  for  the  station.  I  am 
very  glad  that  you  are  more  cautious  about  ma¬ 
terial.  Hopefully  this  will  lead  to  even  better 
quality  material.  John  you  must  realize  those  of 
us  in  the  forefront  of  the  gay  movement  are  the 
most  vulnerable  on  all  fronts.  We  are  attacked 
by  straights  and  gays  who  do  not  agree  with  us. 
While  I  support  you  as  a  gay  person  and  a  human 
being,  I  feel  that  I  should  speak  out  against  giv¬ 
ing  you  carte  blanche  support.  Gay  and  lesbian 
people  must  not  blindly  follow  whenever  the 
movement  is  attacked.  We  must  look  at  the  situa¬ 
tion  carefully  because  if  we  lose,  we  lose  much, 
and  when  we  win  we  win  in  small  increments.  I 
still  feel  that  when  in  a  losing  battle  you  don’t  cry 
war.  I  still  hope  the  case  is  dropped  because  I 
honestly  feel  you  will  lose.  The  precedent  you  set 
may  be  one  of  removing  the  voice  we  now  have. 
It  is  not  the  time  or  place  to  fight,  for  what  you 
did  that  I  feel  was  a  mistake  and  wrong.  I  for  one 
would  not  your  program  on  sexual  lubricants, 
even  if  it  was  no  problem,  broadcast.  It  was  and 
is  inappropriate.  I  think  frank  discussion  of 
things  is  not  inappropriate,  but  sick  humor  that 
borders  on  obscene  is.  I  am  sorry  that  you  resent 
my  comment  of  set-up  situation,  but  you  have 
accused  others  of  setting  you  up.  Your  involve¬ 
ment  may  be  commendable  but  gives  you  no 
shield  or  license.  You  may  stand  trial  for  your  ac¬ 
tions,  you  alone  are  responsible  for  the  program 


in  question’s  content.  I  accept  responsibility  for 
my  actions  and  words.  I  expect  the  gay/lesbian 
community  to  support  what  they  agree  with.  I 
hope  you  don’t  drag  the  community  into  a  losing 
battle.  Even  if  you  didn’t  and  you  lose  we  will  all 
lose,  so  be  careful.  I  hope  you  imply  to  people 
that  you  are  speaking  for  yourself  and  not  the 
community  as  a  whole.  I  hope  that  people  who 
agree  with  you  and  your  actions  support  you,  but 
I  also  hope  people  don’t  say  what  you  was  okay 
because  you  are  gay  and  so  are  they.  I  hope  you 
don’t  go  to  jail  or  get  hasseled  because  of  what 
you  did.  If  a  judge  and  jury  finds  you  guilty  you 
will  be  the  one  who  pays  the  price,  because  it  was 
you  alone  who  did  what  you  did.  My  advice  stands 
the  same:  admit  what  you  did  was  in  poor  taste, 
promise  not  to  do  crude  humor,  and  call  in  good 
programming.  Get  out  of  the  battle,  send  home 
the  troops,  and  wait  for  a  winnable  war.  If  you 
persist  and  lose  the  repercussions  could  be  great 
and  you  will  suffer  the  fate  of  Elaine  Noble.  No¬ 
body  likes  a  leader  who  has  fallen.  The  com- 
munity(s)  can’t  risk  and  lose,  we  can’t  afford  it. 
Please  keep  up  the  dialogue,  I  hope  others  join 
in.  I  still  would  like  to  see  a  transcript  of  the  show 
in  question  printed  in  GCN.  How  about  it?  Let 
gay  and  lesbian  people  be  informed  so  they  can 
make  up  their  own  minds. 

Matthew  J.  Strazzula 
Belmont,  Mass. 

giant  scorpions 

Dear  Editor: 

I  was  touched  by  the  two  articles  about  Aaron 
Fricke.  I  appreciate  what  he’s  gone  through. 

However,  in  my  own  experiences.  I’ve  been 
screwed  over  much  more  by  gays  than  straights. 
Therefore  because  of  my  own  experiences  I  can¬ 
not  accept  the  view  that  all  gays  are  helpless,  in¬ 
offensive,  pincerless  “rock  lobsters.” 

I’ve  been  pinched  and  bitten  and  stung  quite  a 
few  times  by  gays.  Quite  frankly,  I  have  a  gen¬ 
erally  low  opinion  of  gay  males,  whom  I  consider 
to  be  cold,  false,  manipulative  and  exploitative 
and  quite  readily  capable  of  viciousness.  I  would 
consider  them  more  like  giant  scorpions  than  rock 
lobsters. 

Name  Withheld 
Pittsburg,  PA 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community  Voices.”  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters  should  be 
typed  and  double-spaced.  Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  published,  but  names  will  be 
withheld  upon  request.  Letters  should  be  addressed  to  Community  Voices,  GCN,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 
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GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

Pamela  Westrom  DMD 
31 1  COMMONWEALTH  AVE. 
BOSTON,  MA  02115 

DAYS/EVES  527-8097 


ir-i 

TWELVE  CENTER 

Guest  House 
Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 

3  nights/$45  (double  occupancy) 
10%  discount/5  or  more  nights 

Roger  Baker  Jon  Richardson 

Tel:  617/487-0381 


Id 


complete  lock  servicing 
dead  locks  •  police  lock! 
locks  changed  and  install* 
complete  safe  servicing 
door  jambs  repaired 
and  reinforced 

Bonded 
.^ock  Co. 

call  bill  269-4770 
quality  work«reasonable  prices 
24  Hour  Emergency  Service 
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David  Bellville 
and  Associates 

Career  Counseling 
Assertiveness  Training 
Therapy  for  Individuals, 

Couples,  Groups,  Families 
Stress  of  Multiple  Roles 
Workshops 

Copley  Square  (61 7)  266-1 450 


Electrolysis 

PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL 

APPOINTMENTS:  Mon  -Sat 

Days  &  Eves. 


LINDA  DIANE  JEFFERSON 

120  SUTHERLAND  RD.  #3 
BROOKLINE,  MASS.  02146 

734-5777 


Stained  Glass 

traditional  &  contemporary 
custom  designs  &  etchings 
restorations 


Joe  Fleming,  mfa 

265-2289 

eveninss 


Plumbing 

Cheating 


Robert 

427-2778  6“ 


SILK  SCREEN  PRINTING 


Fast,  professional  service. 
High  quality  custom  work. 
No  order  too  large  or  small. 
Special  projects  considered. 

Tee  shirts,  banners,  signs  our  specialty. 

(617)426-4031 


Ralph  Bullowa/ screen  printer 


727  ATLANTIC  AVENUE  BOSTON  MASSACHUSETTS  02111 


BRIAN  CUMMINGS 


YELLOW  MONKEY 
GUEST  HOUSE 

One  of  Ogunqult’s 
Finest  &  Friendliest 
Guest  Houses 
Efficiencies,  Decks 
Ocean  Views  Available 

OPEN  THRU  OCT  12 
RUN  BY  VICTOR  &  PETER 
44  MAIN  ST,  OGUNQUIT,  ME 
(207  646-9056 


GARY  BUSECK  and 
STEPHEN  ANSOLABEHERE 

ATTORNEYS 


landlord/lease  problems 
wills/probate 
real  estate  transactions 
relationship  contracts 


Frank  Gillespie 

M.Ed.  in  Counseling 
Catholic  Priest 
Therapist 

has  joined  the  staff  of 

Rev.  Dr.  Calvin  E.  Turley 
and  Associates 

)i  (  hutmnuj  Si..  Nrwlon  Corner.  Newton.  A1A  021S8 

where  he  offers  therapy  attending 
to  the  psychological  and  spiritual 
needs  of  persons. 

Telephone  (6)7)  965-2040 


income  tax 
criminal  &  civil  trials 
injury  claims 

partnerships/corporations 


FREE  INITIAL  CONSULTATION 

426-9244 

2  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA  021 16 


Women  owned  &  operated 
Free  homeowners  counseling 
for  Jamaica  Plain  buyers 
OPEN  WEEKENDS 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


YOUR  TIME  IS  VALUABLE. 

the  magic  spatula 

will  send  you  a  collection  of 

EASY,  FAST,  ECONOMICAL 
RECIPES 

like  Garden  Fritters,  Super  Supper  Interchange, 
and  Maryann’s  Dessert  Pie 

that  will  please  family  or  guests. 

Order  now  and  receive  our  special 
“Party  Magic”  bonus! 

Just  send  $2.95.  check  or  money  order  to: 

The  Magic  Spatula,  Box  117,  Cohasset,  Ma.  02025 

Name  _ 


Address 

City _ 

COUPON 


State, 


Zip, 


GCN  1 


45  Williams  Street 
Wellesley,  Mass.  02181 
235-8500 


Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 
E.  Orleans,  Mass.  02643 
255-2600 


Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


txzhayior 
associates 
of  boston 


Serving  the  Community 

•  Weight  Control  •  Social  Skills  Training 

•  Anxiety  Reduction  •  Phobias 

•  Depression  •  Hypnosis 

•  Assertiveness  Training  •  Counseling 

•  Gay  and  Lesbian  Couples  Counseling 

For  a  consultation  with  one  of  our  licensed 
psychologists,  social  workers  or  career  counselors, 
call  262-9116 
Insurance  Accepted 

45  NEWBURY  STREET,  BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 


Rights  Bill 

Continued  from  page  1 
There  is  limited  debate  on  the 
question  of  reconsideration,  so  we 
were  limited  as  to  what  arguments 
we  could  make.  It  is  unfortunate 
that  debate  on  the  issue  has  to  cen¬ 
ter  around  some  stereotypes. 
Some  people  in  the  legislature 
think  that  there  is  only  a  single 
gay/lesbian  lifestyle  that  revolves 
around  a  disco  lifestyle.  They  have 
a  total  misunderstanding  of  it  all. 
They  don’t  understand  that  what¬ 
ever  lifestyles  Americans  enjoy, 
that  there  are  also  gays  and  les¬ 
bians  enjoying  that  particular  life¬ 
style. 

“People  can’t  get  it  through 
their  minds  that  they  aren’t  giving 
a  blanket  endorsement  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  by  voting  for  the  bill.  We 
are  just  talking  civil  rights.  The 
legislature  just  doesn’t  understand 
the  fear  gays  and  lesbians  have  of 
losing  their  jobs.  They  don’t 
understand  the  real  fear  and  dis¬ 
crimination  that  exists.” 

GCN  also  talked  to  Joe  Inter- 
rante,  a  member  of  the  Boston 
Lesbian  and  Gay  History  Project, 
about  how  he  felt  about  the  bill’s 
defeat.  Interrante  said,  “I  heard 
on  the  news  last  night  that  an 
opponent  of  the  bill  said  he  was 
afraid  it  would  encourage  gay  mar¬ 
riages  and  gay  adoptions.  I  said  to 
myself,  ‘Well,  we  are  already  par¬ 
ents,  so  what?’  Legislation  is  not 
automatic  change.  Its  passage 
won’t  change  those  kinds  of  atti¬ 
tudes.  It  is  a  beginning.  It  is  a  place 
to  start  in  changing  public  atti¬ 
tudes,  in  mobilizing  people,  in  get¬ 
ting  the  issue  out  into  the  public. 
But  there  are  limits  to  its  useful¬ 
ness.  Working  for  legislation  can 
contribute  to  more  radical  ends, 
but  the  legislation  in  and  of  itself 
shouldn’t  be  the  end. 

“In  some  ways  the  legislation 
doesn’t  affect  my  own  life.  There 
isn’t  a  law  now,  and  if  there  was 
my  life  wouldn’t  be  all  that 
changed.  Perhaps  it  would  help  in 
applying  for  jobs  as  an  academic, 
but  just  like  with  affirmative  ac¬ 
tion,  if  I  didn’t  get  hired  it  would 
be  hard  to  prove  it  was  because  I 
was  gay.  They  can  always  find  an¬ 
other  excuse  for  not  hiring  you,  or 
for  firing  you.  It  will  take  more 
than  legislation  to  change  that.” 


Studies 

Continued  from  page  3 
the  national  coordinating  council 
of  the  organization  as  to  the  future 
of  the  lesbian  housing  issue.  In  its 
last  meeting,  in  February  of  this 
year,  the  council  decided  that  the 
option  of  housing  for  lesbians  only 
was  illegal  under  the  constitution 
of  the  NWSA,  which  prohibits  dis¬ 
crimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
orientation.  The  Lesbian  Caucus 
of  the  NWSA  asked  the  council  to 
reconsider  the  decision. 

National  officers  of  the  organ¬ 
ization  also  expressed  deep  con¬ 
cern  over  the  financial  problems 
plaguing  the  NWSA.  “We  have  a 
real  debt  and  cash  flow  problem,” 
indicated  national  coordinator 
Reuben.  “There  is  a  question  as  to 
whether  we’ll  be  able  to  sustain  the 
national  office  over  the  summer.” 

The  debt,  Reuben  told  GCN,  is 
approximately  $40,000,  and  may 
result  in  the  organization  being 
unable  to  meet  its  national  office 
payroll.  “In  the  short  run,  we 
could  use  more  members,  and  in 
the  long  run,  more  regional  organ¬ 
izing,”  she  said. 

The  actual  financial  state  of  the 
NWSA  will  not  be  completely 
known  until  the  final  totals  are  in 
from  this  year’s  convention. 
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Conviction 


continued  from  page  3 
He  was  held  on  $100,000  bail.  He 
was  removed  to  Massachusetts  to 
stand  trial. 

When  asked  why  Ames  wasn’t 
tried  in  Texas,  Kelly  said  he 
thought  that  federal  officials  there 
regarded  Ames’s  alleged  offense 
as  having  a  low  enforcement 
priority.  The  boy-sex  film  that 
Ames  had  shipped  was  made  in 
the  early  1970s,  before  the  laws 
applying  to  it  had  been  enacted. 

Kelly  did  confirm  that  the  pos¬ 
tal  agent  and  the  customs  agent  in 
Massachusetts  who  had  set  up 
Ames  were  the  same  two 
individuals  who  had  arranged  the 
indictments  of  Leo  Roberge  and 
Donald  Perkins,  two  central 
Massachusetts  men  found  guilty 
in  November  1980  under  an  old 
federal  Comstock  law  for  receiv¬ 
ing,  for  personal  use,  kid  porn 
magazines  from  West  Germany, 
where  production  and  sale  of  such 


material  is  legal  (see  GCN,  Vol.  8, 
No.  5).  Kelly  refused  to  release  the 
names  of  the  entrapping  federal 
agents. 

Ames’s  trial  before  federal 
District  Judge  Frank  Freedman 
lasted  two  days.  The  jury  delib¬ 
erated  for  one  hour  before  return¬ 
ing  the  guilty  verdict. 

Ames  will  be  sentenced  June 
15th.  He  faces  a  maximum  sen¬ 
tence  of  10  years  and  a  $10,000 
fine  plus  revocation  of  his  parole 
and  the  remaining  eight  years  of 
his  previous  conviction. 

The  federal  anti-kid  porn  law 
under  which  Ames  was  convicted 
went  into  effect  in  1978  after  the 
so-called  kiddie  porn  panic  of 
1977,  a  wave  of  hysteria  in  the 
media  associated  with  the  names 
Anita  Bryant,  Judianne  Densen- 
Gerber  and  the  Los  Angles  Police 
Department  Vice-Cop  Det.  Lloyd 
Martin. 


News  Notes - 

an  advocate  for  state  workers 

SACRAMENTO,  CA  —  Moving  to  implement 
Governor  Edmund  G.  Brown,  Jr.’s  executive  order 
banning  discrimination  against  state  employees  on 
the  basis  of  sexual  preference,  the  California 
Personnel  Board  has  hired  a  full-time  officer  to  field 
complaints  from  homosexual  state  workers, 
according  to  a  May  28  article  in  the  San  Francisco 
Chronicle. 

Glen  H.  Brooks,  36,  a  former  employee  of  the 
state  Department  of  Social  Services,  was  selected 
from  a  field  of  eight  applicants,  explained  Steve 
Phillips  of  the  board’s  affirmative  action  division, 
“because  of  his  action  in  the  gay  community.” 

“The  desirable  thing  from  the  state  standpoint  is 
that  the  person  in  the  job  was  ‘gay  sensitive,’ 
understands  the  problems  of  gay  and  lesbian 
individuals  and  gains  acceptance  among  the  gays  and 
represents  their  issues  in  the  bureaucracy,”  Phillips 
elaborated. 

Brooks  will  assume  the  post,  which  reportedly 
pays  between  $25,000  and  $31,000  a  year,  on  June  15. 


the  wrong  part  of  town 

NEW  YORK  —  A  homophobic  church  in  Green¬ 
wich  Village  has  become  the  object  of  a  counterattack 
by  its  lesbian  and  gay  neighbors. 

Workers  World  reports  that  the  Coalition  Against 
Racism,  Antisemitism,  Sexism  and  Heterosexism 
(CRASH)  made  plans  to  demonstrate  at  the  Neighbor¬ 
hood  Church  on  Bleecker  Street  on  Friday,  June  5. 

The  store-front  church,  whose  members  say  they 
would  “happily”  join  the  Moral  Majority  if  asked  to  do 
so,  has  worked  actively  against  those  who  deviate 
from  “traditional  American  values.” 

In  its  God  and  Country  Report,  the  church  boasts 
of  its  Strengthen  America  Committee,  which  has  cam¬ 
paigned  against  women’s  rights  to  abortions,  distrib¬ 
uted  30,000  copies  of  a  leaflet  called  “Reject  the  Gay 
Rights  Bill”  and  represented  New  York  City  at  a  meet¬ 
ing  with  Anita  Bryant  to  plan  anti-gay  counseling 
centers. 
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Lee  Judith  Orloff,  Ph.D. 

Licensed  Psychologist 

serving  the  gay  community 

relationship  and  family 
issues,  weight  control, 
stress  reduction,  relaxation 
assertiveness  training 

354-7939  insurance 

Cambridge  accepted 


PLEASANT  SERVICE 
CLEANERS 

Alterations  &  Repairs 


•  Tailoring 

*  Personalized  Service 

*  Box  Storage 

*  Fur  Storage 

•  Hours  7  A.M.-6  P.M. 
Monday-Friday 

•  Saturday  8  A.M.-S  P.M. 

950  MAIN  ST.,  MELROSE  665-6770 


JOSEPH  K. 
KENYON,  Jr. 

GENERAL  PRACTICE  of  LAW. 

CIVIL  and  CRIMINAL 
MATTERS 

CONSULTATION 

and 

LITIGATION 

29  COMMONWEALTH  AVENUE 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

262-3160 


HAIRCTTS  TO(.l\ 
SENSE  OF  WKMrBFJM; 


CORNER  OE  NMVBl  R\  AM)  HEREFORD  STREETS 
BOSTON.  MA  02116  TH  FPHONF  266-0300 


Save  this  Ad  10%  Discount 
for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T.  V. 

TV-Radio-Phones-Hifi-Color 

Expert  Repair  6  T  V.  &  Stereo  —  at  lowest 
irices  ANYWHERE!  Outside  antenno  installo- 
ion  o  specialty  Mass  Tech.  Lie  981 
Old  fashioned  service  at  an  honest  price! 

Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

E5  REVERE  ST.,  BEACON  HILL 
Boston  Tol.  523-2117 


UJOMCN'S 
COMMUNITY 
HCALTH  C€NT€fl 


a  feminist  self-help  center 
Self-Help  Groups:  Lesbian  health 

Issues.  Menopause. 
Herbal  healing. 
Others 

Open  House  Regularly  Scheduled 
Monthly  Slide  Shouts  —  Available  for 
Groups 

women -worker,  owned  ond  controlled 
639  Moss.  five..  Cambridge  547-2302 


John  P.  Ward 

Attorney  at  Law 

Cindy  T.  Rizzo  Attorney 
David  R.  Lund  Law  Clerk 

I  Relationship  Contracts  Immigration 

Wills  Civil  &  Criminal  Litigation 

Incorporations  Real  Estate  Transactions 

Corporate  Matters  Estate  Planning 

2  Park  Square*Boston,  Massachusetts  02116*617-426-2020 


distinctively  appointed  guest  rooms,  efficiencies 
and  apartments  blending  conviviality,  comfort 
and  convenience.  Enjoy  complimentary  con¬ 
tinental  breakfast 
on  our  sunny 
enclosed 
porch. 


air 


an  inn 


Saturday 
cocktails  in 

the  living  room  around  the  piano  -  sunbathe 
on  the  nicely  landscaped  grounds  -  all  within 
one  block  of  beach,  restaurants,  nightlife. 


m 


24  SHORE  ROAD 
OGUNQUIT,  MAINE 
(207)  646-2181 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.  Boston  MA  02115  267-7573 
Mon.  Thurs.  9am  9pm  Friday  9am  5pm 
Wed.  6:30  8pm  Walk  in  VD  Testing/Treatment  NOW  OPEN 
Tues.  6:30-9pm  Women's  Health  Night  SATURDAYS 

•  General  medical  care  —  from  hepatitis  to  strep  throat 

•  Full  laboratory  services 

•  Specialty  care  including  minor  surgery,  gynecology,  podiatry,  nutrition, 
alcohol/drug  counseling 

•  Pediatric  care  tor  the  children  of  lesbians/gay  men 

•  Geriatric  care  for  older  gay  men  and  lesbians 

•  Gay/lesbian  physicians  (Board  certified/eligible  in  surgery,  family  practice, 
internal  medicine,  infectious  diseases),  nurse  practitioners, 
registered  nurses,  physician  assistants,  clinical  lab  technicians, 
medical  assistants,  receptionists,  administration 

•  Referrals  to  gay/lesbian  sympathetic  specialists 

COMPLETELY  RENOVATED  FACILITIES 

•  Barrier  free  •  24  Hour  Physician  On  Call  Service 

•  Patients  needing  to  be  hospitalized  are  admitted  to  the  Beth  Israel  Hospital 

•  Nationally  recognized  specialists  in  the  diagnosis/treatment 
of  sexually  transmitted  diseases 

10  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


ama  opposes  hla 

CHICAGO  —  The  board  of  the  American  Medical 
Association  (AMA)  has  voted  to  oppose  the  “human 
life”  ammendment  and  statue  and  has  agreed  to  send 
spokespeople  to  argue  their  position  at  the 
congressional  hearings  on  the  bills,  which  will  be  held 
in  mid  June,  according  to  the  Boston  Globe. 

The  bills,  introduced  in  both  the  House  and  the 
Senate,  would  outlaw  abortion  by  defining  human  life 
as  beginning  at  conception.  Their  passage  would 
outlaw  some  forms  of  birth  control,  including  the  IUD 
and  some  birth-control  pills,  as  well  as  abortion,  by 
allowing  state  murder  laws  to  apply. 

A  spokesperson  for  the  AMA  said,  “The  legislation 
is  founded  on  the  idea  that  a  scientific  consensus 
exists  that  life  begins  at  the  time  of  conception.  We 
will  go  up  there  [to  the  hearings]  and  say  that  no  such 
consensus  exists." 

AMA  opposition  to  the  bills  also  stems  from  the 
organization’s  feeling  that  if  the  fetus  is  given  equal 
legal  status  as  the  mother,  the  possibility  of 
withholding  treatment  of  the  mother  to  protect  the 
fetus  could  become  a  very  tricky  medical  and  moral 
issue. 

The  AMA  has  a  membership  of  240,000  doctors  and 
has  a  large  lobbying  arm  in  Washington. 


healthy  teeth  . . . 

they're  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


FisherTravel  367-3490 


Fisher  Travel  Assoc 
Harry  A  Fisher 
111  Charles  Street 
Boston.  MA  02114 


AGENTS  FOR: 

Bermuda  Holidays  Swans  Art  Treasure  Tours 
Caribbean  Holidays  N.Y.  Theatre  Weekends 

Munich  Oktoberfest  Relais  et  Chateau  Hotels 

One  Week  September  18 
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Liaison 

Continued  from  Page  1 
nity  Church  in  DC,  “the  mayor  is 
trying  to  establish  a  coalition  with 
Fauntroy  .  .  .  because  he  needs  his 
support  to  get  reelected  next 
year.” 

Uhrig  praised  Dias  for  being 
“extremely  active  in  the  gay  com¬ 
munity.” 

Mel  Boozer,  president  of  the 
Gay  Activists’  Alliance,  was  not 
satisfied  with  Dias’s  performance 
as  a  liaison  to  lesbians  and  gay 
men  in  this  city. 

“She  was  doing  so  much  — 
serving  the  elderly  and  Hispanics 
as  well  as  the  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity  —  that  she  wasn’t  return¬ 
ing  phone  calls  and  sometimes  you 
couldn’t  tell  if  she  was  putting  you 
off  or  if  the  mayor  was  putting 
you  off. 

“Marie  Dias  was  not  our  advo¬ 
cate,”  Boozer  continued,  “al¬ 


though  she  was  getting  better  at  it 
and  getting  diligent  at  pursuing 
symbolic  matters.  Substantive 
matters  still  weren’t  being  dealt 
with.” 

He  explained,  “Proclamations 
in  honor  of  some  lesbian  or  gay 
person  doesn’t  cost  the  city  any¬ 
thing  and  all  the  mayor  has  to  do 
is  sign  it.  ...  When  it  comes  to 
things  like  surplus  housing,  we 
haven’t  been  able  to  get  any  of  it. 
When  it  comes  to  revenues,  we 
haven’t  received  a  single  D.C.  dol¬ 
lar  —  and  we  are  D.C. 
taxpayers.” 

Boozer  said  that  lesbians  and 
gay  men  are  not  being  represented 
even  as  well  as  other  minorities  in 
the  city.  “The  Latino  community, 
for  example,  has  several  people  in 
government  positions  —  as  it 
should.  But  the  gay  community 
has  no  institutionalized  expression 


in  the  D.C.  government.  The  only 
quasi-official  link  we  had  to  the 
government  was  Marie  Dias,  and 
now  that  there’s  no  Marie  Dias  we 
have  nothing. 

“I  don’t  think  the  mayor  can  be 
criticized  for  what  he’s  done 
compared  to  previous 
administrations,”  Boozer  said, 
“but  the  moves  he  has  made  are 
good  only  by  1970  standards,  not 
by  1980  standards.” 

Barry  has  asked  lesbian  and  gay 
male  leaders  here  to  recommend  a 
replacement  for  Dias.  Boozer  said 
that  a  coalition  of  lesbian  and  gay 
groups  is  meeting  to  decide  whom 
to  recommend  and  whether  to 
pressure  the  mayor  to“restructure 
the  position  so  that  the  assistant 
would  be  dealing  more  with  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  issues  solely.” 

—  filed  from  Boston. 


MIT 

Continued  from  Page  1 
women’s  groups.  For  every  every 
two  people  there  are  four  opinions 
about  policy  and  how  to  affect  it.” 

The  final  draft  was  prepared 
and  unanimously  approved  by  a 
group  of  six  administrators 
studying  the  problem  of  sexual 
harassment  at  MIT.  Did  they 
include  sexual  orientation  in  the 
policy  as  a  result  of  pressure  put  on 
them  by  lesbian  and  gay  male 
students,  faculty  and  employees  at 
MIT? 

“No,  no  one  was  pressuring 
us,”  said  Rowe,  who  chaired  the 
ad  hoc  group.  “However,  this  year 
for  the  first  time  a  couple  of 
complaints  from  lesbian  and  gay 
students  reached  my  office.  If 
there  hadn’t  been  any  such  com¬ 
plaints,  I  don’t  know  if  I  would 
have  thought  of  it.” 

Rowe  said  that  in  this  past 


school  year  lesbians  and  gay  males 
have  complained  that  the  bulletin 
board  of  the  school’s  gay  organ¬ 
ization  was  defaced,  some  fra¬ 
ternity  members  verbally  abused 
them  and  some  “obscene”objects 
were  left  in  the  men’s  rooms. 

“Another  complaint  about 
graffiti  in  the  men’s  rooms  was 
brought  to  me  by  a  white  male 
senior.  I  was  very  inpressed  by 
that.” 

Glover  said  that  although  he  has 
never  been  harassed  in  his  office 
for  being  gay,  he  and  a  gay  male 
friend  recently  had  a  frightening 
experience  in  a  movie  theater  on 
campus.  “The  lesbian  and  gay 
organization  at  MIT  showed  a 
promotional  slide  on  the  screen 
during  the  commercials  before  the 
movie  and  the  whole  audience 
erupted  into  the  sea  of  catcalls.” 

Rowe  said  that  the  amount  of 
harassment  on  all  bases  which  was 
reported  this  year  is  the  highest  she 
was  witnessed  at  the  Institute  in 
her  eight  and  a  half  years  there. 

“Anti-semitic  and  anti-Catholic 
harassment  has  taken  a  sharp  rise. 
[Reported]  anti-gay  harassment  is 
slightly  up.  Only  sexual  harass¬ 
ment  has  stayed  at  about  the  same 
level  as  last  year;  maybe  we’ve 
prevented  a  rise  in  that  because 
we’ve  been  working  hard  on  it  for 
two  years. 

“Incidents  of  just  plain  mean¬ 
ness  have  increased,  too  —  even 
against  WASPMs  —  that’s 
White  Anglo  Saxon  Protestant 
Males.” 

Rowe  speculated  that  the  in¬ 
crease  is  related  to  “inflation,  or 
the  hostages,  or  the  more  conser¬ 
vative  administration,”  as  well  as 
to  people’s  increased  awareness  of 
their  right  to  bring  harassment 
complaints. 

“If  I  were  gay  and  a  student,  for 
instance,  and  I  had  a  concern, 
there  are  at  least  20  places  [at  MIT] 

I  could  go,”  said  Rowe.  “The 
Institute  has  deliberately  encour¬ 
aged  a  redundancy  of  resources.” 

According  to  Glover,  “All  the 
talk  about  the  new  policy  has 
raised  consciousness.  There’s  been 
a  lot  of  discussion  among  the 
faculty  and  publicity  in  the  student 
newspaper  and  the  administration 
is  getting  a  lot  of  calls  for 
information.  ...  I  see  this  as  very 
helpful  —  especially  with  respect 
to  sexual  harassment  where  the 
major  problem  is  that  no  one  talks 
about  it.” 

The  policy  states  that  the  Insti¬ 
tute  will  attempt  in  all  cases  to 
resolve  grievances  within  one 
week. 

“I’ve  never  worried  that  this 
administration  would  fail  to  react 
seriously  to  a  serious  offense,” 
Rowe  told  GCN.  “We  would  — 
and  have  —  fire  an  offender  for 
repeated  and  proven  offenses.  We 
try  to  tailor  responses  to  what  the 
victim  is  willing  to  ask  for  and  to 
the  offense.” 

The  policy  calls  for  protecting 
the  person  making  the  complaint 
by  not  disclosing  her  or  his  name 
to  the  person  whose  behavior  is  in 
question.  “It  is  the  Institute’s 
policy  that  individuals  will  not  be 
reprimanded  or  discriminated 
against  in  any  way  for  initiating  an 
inquiry  or  complaint.” 

The  policy  also  mandates  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  rights  of  the 
individual  against  whom  the 
complaint  is  brought. 

If  confidentiality  is  somehow 
broken,  can  MIT  protect  an  indi¬ 
vidual  who  brought  a  complaint 
against  another  from  being  sued 
by  the  alleged  harasser? 

“No  employer  has  the  right  to 
constrain  an  individual  from 
counter-suing,”  said  Rowe.  “But 
we’d  like  to  both  prevent  harass¬ 
ment  and  the  need  for  counter¬ 
attack.  If  every  employer  behaved 
so  that  the  rights  of  the  accused 
and  the  accuser  were  protected, 
there  would  never  be  a  counter 
suit.” 


A  Celebration  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Entertainment 

produced  in  conjunction  with  the 

NEW  ENGLAND  LESBIAN  &  GAY  CONFERENCE 

JUNE  20,  1981  •  8:00 

Boston  University’s  Hayden  Hall 
685  Commonwealth  Avenue,  Boston,  Massachusetts 


Tickets;  $4.00;  $3.00  for  NELGC  members 


Interpreted  for  the  hearing  impaired 
Hayden  Hall  is  wheelchair  accessible 
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Antioch  Law  School  Hires 
Gay  Activist  Professor 


By  Fernando  Chang-Muy 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Anti¬ 
och  School  of  Law  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.,  has  just  announced 
that  Joe  Tom  Easley  will  be  join¬ 
ing  its  faculty  this  fall  as  Antioch’s 
first  openly  gay  law  professor. 

Easley  is  presently  a  professor 
at  The  American  University  law 
school  and  is  a  former  Associate 
Dean  of  that  school- He  previously 
was  on  the  faculty  of  the  law 
schools  of  the  University  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  the  University  of  Geor¬ 
gia. 

The  Antioch  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  Caucus  was  instrumental  in 
recruiting  Easley  for  Antioch.  Cau¬ 
cus  members  organized  a  cam¬ 
paign  to  encourage  Antioch  to 
lure  Easley  from  American.  Rich 
Rubenstein,  Antioch  Dean  for 
Academic  Affairs  and  Chairman 
of  the  Faculty  Recruitment  Com¬ 
mittee,  praised  the  caucus  for  its 
role  in  Easley’s  appointment.  He 
added,  “We  are  very  excited 
about  having  Joe  Tom  teach  at 
Antioch.  He  is  probably  the  best 
classroom  law  teacher  in  the 
Washington,  D.C.,  area.  We  con¬ 
sider  his  activism  on  behalf  of  gay 
rights  a  further  advantage,  since 
we  are  looking  for  teachers  and 
students  who  are  dedicated  to  rep¬ 
resenting  the  under-represented.” 

Easley  taught  one  evening 
course  at  Antioch  this  spring  and 
several  of  the  students  in  that  class 
wrote  letters  to  the  Antioch  adm- 
ministration  urging  his  recruit¬ 
ment.  Students  wrote  such  com¬ 
ments  as,  “Joe  Tom  takes  great 
pains  to  teach  in-depth  legal  anal¬ 


ysis  and  his  method  of  doing  so  is 
extremely  effective.”  Another 
letter  stated,  “He  is  interesting, 
obviously  well- versed  in  the 
subject  and  spontaneous.  Perhaps 
most  importantly,  he  has  the 
ability  to  force  us  to  stretch  be¬ 
yond  the  obvious  and  banal.  It  is 
rare  to  find  someone  who  under¬ 
stands  how  to  teach  so  well.” 

In  addition  to  maintaining  aca¬ 
demic  excellence,  Easley  is  also 
actively  involved  in  helping  to 
secure  rights  for  the  D.C.  lesbian 
and  gay  community.  He  served 
until  the  beginning  of  this  year  as 
the  head  of  the  Gay  Activist 
Alliance  Public  Safety  Project.  In 
that  position  he  coordinated  rela¬ 
tions  between  the  gay  community 
and  various  law  enforcement 
agencies  and  worked  on  gay 
public  safety  concerns  in  general. 

Among  his  specific  activities, 
Easley  negotiated  with  the  Marine 
Corps  Commandant  after  a  group 
of  Marines  attacked  patrons  at  the 
Equus  bar  in  Southwest  Wash¬ 
ington.  He  also  met  with  the  U.S. 
Park  Police  officials  and  helped 
win  an  agreement  to  limit  arrests 
of  gay  males.  In  addition,  he 
worked  with  the  D.C.  police  to 
help  increase  patrols  in  neighbor¬ 
hoods  where  lesbians  and  gay 
people  were  being  attacked  and 
harassed.  He  also  coordinated 
monitoring  of  police  insensitivity 
and  lack  of  responsiveness  toward 
crimes  committed  against  lesbian 
and  gay  people  in  Washington. 

In  the  fail  of  1980  Easley  was 
the  chief  lobbyist  for  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  on  the  Police  Civilian  Re¬ 


view  Board.  On  the  first  of  this 
year  he  took  over  the  position  of 
head  of  the  Legislative  Project. 
He  now  coordinates  all  lobbying 
before  the  mayor  and  city  council, 
and  is  working  on  building  coali¬ 
tions  with  other  community 
groups,  such  as  the  NAACP,  the 
ACLU  and  NOW,  for  an  exten¬ 
sive  legislative  agenda. 

Antioch  School  of  Law, 
founded  in  1971  and  accredited  by 
the  American  Bar  Association  in 
1972,  has  a  philosophy  of  training 
lawyers  who  will  represent  the 
poor  and  other  disenfranchised 
groups.  First-year  law  students  are 
introduced  to  problems  of  Wash¬ 
ington’s  poor  through  a  manda¬ 
tory  “live-in”  period.  For  one 
week  students  live,  eat  and  sleep 
with  minority  families  in  their 
homes.  In  addition,  the  school 
operates  clinics,  such  as  the 
Women’s  Rights  Clinic,  the 
Family  Clinic,  the  Landlord/Ten¬ 
ant  Clinic,  as  well  as  others. 

The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 
Caucus,  founded  three  years  ago, 
receives  funding  from  the  school’s 
Student  Alliance.  Members  of  the 
Caucus  sit  on  various  school  com¬ 
mittees,  including  those  on  admis¬ 
sions  and  faculty  recruitment.  The 
Caucus  actively  recruits  lesbian 
and  gay  students  to  the  school. 

Easley  expressed  pleasure  at  his 
move  to  Antioch.  “I  am  delighted 
to  be  joining  the  Antioch  commu¬ 
nity.  It  is  an  excellent  school  with 
deeply  committed  students  and 
faculty.  I  can’t  think  of  a  place  I’d 
rather  be.” 


Protest 


continued  from  page  1 
munity  would  respond  “loudly, 
vociferously  and  with  a  great  deal 
of  anger.” 

Gay  bar  manager  Jack  Rubin 
read  a  letter  of  support  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  Assistant  District  At¬ 
torney  and  Chief  of  the  Homicide 
Division  John  A.  Kiernan.  Kier- 
nan  said  that  on  many  occasions 
his  office  has  received  valuable  as¬ 
sistance  from  MacCormack  in  in¬ 
vestigating  the  murders  of  gay 
men.  Kiernan  spoke  of  distrust  by 
the  gay  community  of  law  enforce¬ 
ment  agencies  and  the  resulting 
lack  of  communication,  which,  he 
said,  had  “inhibited  efficient  in¬ 
vestigation.” 

Boston  activist  Eric  Rofes  com¬ 


pared  termination  of  the  liaison 

post  with  that  of  a  similar  position 
in  Los  Angeles  a  few  years  ago.  He 
said  that  in  the  case  of  Los  Angeles 
there  was  no  community  protest 
because  the  position  had  become 
personalized  and  enmeshed  in 
party  politics.  As  a  result,  Rofes 
said,  there  has  been  an  increase  in 
police  raids  on  gay  bars  and  a 
decrease  in  police  protection 
against  homophobic  attacks. 

A  participant  in  the  meeting 
suggested  seeking  support  from 
Elaine  Noble,  who  in  1974  was 
elected  as  the  first  openly  lesbian 
or  gay  state  representative  in  the 
country  and  now  works  in  the 
mayor’s  office.  After  laughter 
from  those  present,  Triantafillou 


commented  that  Noble’s  absence 

from  the  meeting  should  be  taken 
as  a  statement  of  her  position. 

Noble  has  been  criticized  as  a 
loyal  participant  in  White’s  poli¬ 
tical  machine  in  contrast  with 
MacCormack,  who  has  in  general 
abstained  from  party  politics  while 
in  the  liaison  position.  The  ter¬ 
mination  of  the  position  has  been 
attributed  to  MacCormack ’s  lack 
of  support  for  White’s  machine 
politics. 

Mayor  White’s  office  can  be 
reached  at  (617)  725-4400.  Letters 
should  be  sent  to  him  at  City  Hall, 
Boston,  MA  02201,  with  copies  to 
Rofes,  c/o  GCN,  22  Bromfield 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02108.  The  copies 
are  needed  for  documentation. 


ABOVE  TIDE  INN 

Where  you  can  vacation  and  yet 
still  have  the  feeling  of  home. 

20  Beach  Street,  Ogunquit,  Maine  (207)  646-7454 


ADVERTISEMENT  PAID  FOR  BY  THE 
MARIPOSA  EDUCATION  AND 
RESEARCH  FOUNDATION 


The  signficance  of  bodily  germs  and  secretions  ta 
disease  transmission  through  food  and  water  pollution 
and  public  sanitation  is  well  recognized,  whereas  — 

The  signficance  of  bodily  germs  and  secretions  to 
disease  transmission  through  sex  contact  unfortunately 
has  not  been  taught  to  the  public. 

Almost  100  years  after  universal  acceptance  of  the 

Sierm  theory  of  disease,  it  is  appalling  that  every  male  and 
emale  is  still  not  being  taught  the  responsibility  to  wash 
genital  and  rectal  areas  before  and  after  sex  contact, 
eliminating  those  acquired  and  one’s  own  germs  and 
secretions,  in  protection  of  one’s  own  health  and  that  of 
one’s  sex  partner. 

An  important  health  factor  is  remembering  the  lower 
digestive  tract  as  a  source  of  infectious  germs  including 
those  which  may  cause  urethritis  in  the  male  and  vaginitis 
in  the  female.  Here  are  some  highlights  from  our  widely  ac- 
claimed  booklet  (Available  in  English  ,  French  and  Spanish.) 

THE  NEW 

VENEREAL  DISEASE  PREVENTION 
FOR  EVERYONE 

Personal  Hygiene  is  Significant 
to  VD  PREVENTION  and  Good  Health 
Not  to  teach  washing  before  and  after  sex  contact  is  to  en¬ 
courage  the  spread  of  sexually  transmitted  diseases. 

PAGE  2:  PERSONAL  HYGIENE  •  WASHING 
THE  SEXUALLY  ACTIVE  MALE 

Careful  washing  after  sex  contact  will  reduce  the 
possibility  of  catching  VD.  The  germs  that  cause  syphilis 
and  gonorrhea,  as  well  as  some  other  sexually  transmitted 
diseases,  are  sensitive  to  soap  and  water. 

WASH  BEFORE  SEX  CONTACT 
FOR  HYGIENIC  PURPOSES 

IMMEDIATELY  AFTER  INTERCOURSE: 

Soap  genitals  working  a  bit  of  soft  mushy  soap  into 
urinary  opening. 

Rinse. 

Repeat  procedure. 

Then  urinate  (which  may  sting). 

Extended  exposure  or  delay  before  washing 
diminishes  the  effectiveness  of  this  preventive  measure. 
Washing  is  doubly  important  since  even  in  the  absence  of 
syphilis  and  gonorrhea,  other  sexually  transmitted  germs 
can  cause  infections  such  as  NGU  (nongonococcal 
urethritis)  or  NSU  (non-specific  urethritis). 

If  lubricants  are  involved  in  the  sex  act,  use  watersolu- 
ble  preparations  that  will  wash  away.  Do  not  use  an  oil 
base  that  will  leave  a  film  to  trap  the  germs. 

NOTE:  The  foreskin  that  covers  the  head  of  the  penis  1 
may  trap  germs  which  can  cause  infections.  Therefore, 
special  attention  should  be  given  to  washing  the  uncir¬ 
cumcised  penis. 

When  vaccines  against  gonorrhea  and  syphilis  will 
have  been  developed,  personal  hygiene  will  remain 
necessary  to  prevent  other  sexually  transmitted  diseases. 
For  example:  A  gonorrhea  vaccine  will  not  prevent  approx¬ 
imately  half  of  the  reported  cases  of  male  urethritis  which 
are  not  gonorrhea. 

PAGE  3:  SOME  ASPECTS  OF  PERSONAL  HYGIENE  AND 
DISEASE  PREVENTION  FOR  MALE  AND  FEMALE 

Infectious  germs  which  are  always  found  in  the  lower 
digestive  tract  may  be  transmitted  from  the  rectum  during 
sex  activities.  Among  the  dangerous  germs  present  may 
be  the  virus  which  causes  hepatitis,  and  parasites  which 
cause  gastro-intestinal  disorders  if  they  enter  the  mouth 
(anal-oral  route). 

The  male  and  female  mucous  membranes  (especially 
those  of  the  genito-urinary  system)  are  highly  susceptible 
to  infection  by  some  of  these  germs  from  the  rectum, 
which  may  cause  urethritis  in  the  male  and  vaginitis  in  the 
female.  For  example:  as  a  result  of  careless  wiping  from 
rectum  toward  vagina  by  the  female  after  toilet,  germs  are 
easily  spread  to  tne  vagina  where  they  may  cause  infec¬ 
tions,  and  from  which  they  may  be  transmitted  during 
vaginal  as  well  as  rectal  intercourse.  Therefore,  females 
must  not  wipe  in  the  direction  of  rectum  to  vagina  .... 

Personal  hygiene  before  and  after  sex  contact  can  be 
greatly  aided  by  the  bidet,  a  low  bathroom  fixture,  design¬ 
ed  to  facilitate  washing  for  disease  prevention  and  proper 
cleansing  after  toilet.  Not  everyone,  unfortunately,  has 
been  adequately  informed  as  to  the  advantages  of  the 
bidet.  It  is  not  found,  for  instance,  in  homes  or  hotels  in  the 
United  States,  whereas  in  many  parts  of  the  world  it  is 
widely  used  and  significant  to  personal  hygiene.  Good 
hygiene  requires  careful  washing  of  genital  and  rectal 
areas  before  and  after  sex  activities. 

Men  and  Women:  Learn  also  about— 

The  significance  during  treatment  of  no  sex  contact 
which  may  spread  the  disease,  and  particularly  during 
treatment  for  urethritis,  no  alcohol  which  may  irritate  the 
GU  system,  delaying  cure.  The  importance  of  a  follow-up 
visit  to  the  physician  to  see  if  further  treatment  is  required. 

For  the  sexually  active  male  only  —  the  germicidal  ( 
preparation  (Sanitube®  )  for  use  after  intercourse  to  pre¬ 
vent  gonorrhea  and  syphilis,  available  in  U.S.A.  from  cer¬ 
tain  pharmacists  or  Sanitube  Co.,  Mt.  Kisco,  N.Y.  10549. 

For  the  sexually  active  female  —  certain  commercial¬ 
ly  available  vaginal  contraceptive  foams,  creams,  sup¬ 
positories  and  jellies,  which  also  have  germicidal  proper¬ 
ties  that  may  prevent  VD. 

Send  your  tax-deductible  contribution  for  a  copy  (quan¬ 
tities  available.)  Help  us  educate  the  public. 

AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE 
PREVENTION  OF  VD,  INC. 

335  BROADWAY 
NEW  YORK,  NY  10013 


Movies  and  the  New  Right: 

Don’t  Play  It  Again,  Sam 


The  “message”  of  films  in  the  last  five  years 
is  hearty  Christian  punishment ...  for  not  being 
whatever  you  are  told  to  be.’ 


By  Michael  Bronski 

While  visiting  his  parents 
several  weeks  ago,  my  lover 
was  stirred  from  an  afternoon 
nap  by  his  mother,  Edna, 
calling  up  the  steps:  “Wake 
up,  Walt.  Dinner’s  ready  and 
the  president’s  been  shot.”  In 
spite  of  her  hilarious  justapo- 
sition,  Edna  watched  every 
moment  of  the  spectacle  on 
TV  with  the  avidity  of  a  soap 
opera  addict.  And  why  not? 
She  grew  up  with  these 
actors.  These  aren’t  the  taci¬ 
turn,  publicity  shy,  hostile 
Dustin  Hoffmans  and  Robert 
DeNiros.  The  star  system  of 
the  ’30s  and  ’40s  made  them 
beacons  in  people’s  lives. 

Edna  is  as  happy  that  Ronald 
Reagan  got  to  be  president  as 
she  is  that  Liz  Taylor  has  a 
hit  on  Broadway. 

Movies  do  not  merely  reflect  "real  life”; 
they  interpret  and  recreate  it  through  the 
refracting  prism  of  the  prevailing  culture. 
There  is  enough  "real  life  "on  TV  and  in 
newspapers  (although  most  of  this  is  also 
invented).  People  enjoy  and  are  comforted 
by  the  non-reality  of  movies. 

Movies  and  culture  spawn  one  another. 
The  Hollywood  image  is  not  an  exact  re¬ 
flection  of  reality;  it  is  an  indication  of 
popular  feeling  rather  than  an  imitation  of 
actual  events.  This  culture-movie  interrela¬ 
tionship  lasts  for  about  the  three  years 
before  a  film  is  produced  until  about  three 
years  after  it  is  released  (although  its  artis¬ 
tic  merit  may  give  it  a  longer  screen  life). 

The  three  genres  that  flourished  during 
and  after  the  Depression  were  musicals, 
screwball  comedies,  and  crime  films.  The 
exception  to  this  was  the  rash  of  war 
movies  during  the  second  World  War.  In 
these  films,  Hollywood  was  responding  to 
the  immediate  ideological  crisis  of  promot¬ 
ing  the  war.  By  contrast,  there  were  very 
few  films  made  about  the  more  controver¬ 
sial  wars  in  Korea  and  Vietnam  while  they 
were  going  on.  Only  years  after  Viet  Nam 
did  movies  begin  to  explore  the  lives  and 
attitudes  of  the  men  who  had  been  there: 
Apocalypse  Now,  Tracks,  Coming  Home. 

Hollywood  films  are  part  of  the  Zeitgeist: 
a  reflection  of  popular  attitudes  rather 
than  specific  events.  The  emergence  of  the 
New  Right  and  the  media  popularity  of  the 
Moral  Majority  are  a  sign  of  the  times. 
Their  concerns  are  clearly  discernible  in 
recent  films;  their  obsessions  are  with  sex, 
women,  children,  family  and  race. 

Sex 

There  has  always  been  an  uproar  about  sex 
in  films.  In  the  '30s  the  censorious  Hayes 
Office  clamped  down  on  what  they  saw  as 
sexual  license  in  American  films  (Jean 
Harlow  and  Mae  West  were  two  of  their 
main  targets).  Codes  were  set  up,  and 
during  the  ’40s,  efforts  were  made  to  en¬ 
courage  "good”  images  rather  than  vio¬ 
lently  attack  "bad”  ones;  Deanna  Durbin 
won  a  special  Oscar  in  1938  “for  bringing 
to  the  screen  the  spirit  and  personification 
of  youth.”  In  all  bedroom  scenes,  both  par¬ 
ties  had  to  have  all  four  feet  on  the  floor 
so  there  was  little  need  to  punish  charac¬ 
ters  for  illicit  sexual  activities.  They  were, 
however,  punished  for  attempting  such  ac¬ 
tivities  as  thinking  impure  thoughts.  Ex¬ 
pressions  of  sexuality  were  reduced  to  in¬ 
nuendo  —  Barbara  Stanwick  and  Lana 
Turner  (in  Double  Indemnity  and  The 
Postman  Always  Rings  Twicelmanagedto 
be  pretty  steamy  without  saying  or  expos¬ 
ing  too  much. 


Repressive  forces  were  (and  are)  espe¬ 
cially  concerned  about  sexuality  when 
women  are  concerned.  Clark  Gable  could 
be  the  eternal  rogue,  but  as  long  as  he  re¬ 
pented  (a  bit)  at  the  film’s  end,  all  was 
fine.  In  the  ’50s  social  attitudes  began  to 
change  and  characters  were  able  to  have 
sex  —  some  thought  with  alarming  fre¬ 
quency.  Although  at  first  they  were  pun¬ 
ished,  eventually,  like  murder,  they  were 
able  to  get  away  with  it.  The  pent-up  sex¬ 
uality  of  the  past  decades  began  to  seep 
onto  the  screen.  Blond,  zoftig  sex  kit¬ 
tens/bombs  became  a  national  fixation: 
Jayne  Mansfield,  Dagmar,  Tuesday  Weld, 
and  Marilyn  Monroe.  Sexuality  became 


open,  but  no  less  “dirty”;  repression  had 
been  replaced  by  objectification,  silence 
with  snickering. 

The  ’50s,  with  what  might  be  called  Mar- 
cusian  repressive  tolerance,  gradually 
wound  to  an  end  when  public  attitudes 
towards  sex  became  a  little  more  sensible. 
The  need  for  the  dirty  joke  began  to  dis¬ 
appear.  The  prevalence  of  a  more  adult, 
mature  film  (Darling,  Midnight  Cowboy) 
was  a  reflection  of  changing  attitudes. 
Cinematic  moralism  had  been  replaced 
with  common  sense  and  realism. 

The  last  five  years  have  brought  a  new 
twist  on  sex  in  films.  Although  some 
minor  films  pre-date  it,  John  Carpenter's 
Halloween  kicked  off  a  new  trend  com¬ 
bining  sex,  violence,  and  —  most  im¬ 
portantly  —  punishment.  Friday  the  13th, 
Don’t  Answer  the  Phone,  He  Knows 
You’re  Alone,  Terror  Train,  My  Bloody 
Valentine,  Prom  Night,  Happy  Birthday  to 
Me  and  now  Friday  the  13th  Part  II  are  all 
part  of  this  flush.  The  basic  plot  places  a 
bunch  of  nubile  teenagers  —  usually  with¬ 
out  adult  supervision  —  in  sexual,  or  pre- 
coital  situations.  Before  they  know  it  a 
maniac  killer  is  in  their  midst  and  they  are 
being  dispatched  (inventively  and  gro¬ 
tesquely)  one  by  one.  Dramatic  suspense  — 
who  will  be  killed  next  and  how  —  masks 
the  underlying  message  that  these  youths 
are  being  punished  for  being  sexual. 

In  1961  Elia  Kazan’s  Splendor  in  the 
Grass  posited  that  unless  teenagers  were 
allowed  to  have  sex  they  would  go  crazy. 
The  films  of  the  1980s  not  only  reverse 
this  premise,  but  seem  intent  to  show  us 
that  it  is  not  psychology  at  work  here  but 
the  terrible  swift  sword  (hatchet,  machete, 
or  meat  cleaver)  of  God. 

Women 

Few  would  argue  that  any  of  these  movies 
have  much  artistic  merit  (although  Hal¬ 
loween  does  have  its  promoters).  There  is 
another  group  of  movies  that,  although 
better  made,  carry  much  the  same  mes¬ 
sage.  Beginning  with  Sisters,  and  going 
through  Carrie,  Obsession,  The  Fury,  and 
Dressed  to  Kill,  DePalma  has  made 
proficiently  scary  movies  all  of  which  use 


the  notion  (or  action)  of  women's  sexuality 
as  the  beginning  of  the  terror.  Carrie’s 
physical/ sexual  maturity  brought  on  her 
terrible,  psychic  powers,  while  the  two 
women  characters  in  Dressed  to  Kill  seem 
to  live  in  a  fantasy/reality  world  of  sex, 
blood  and  violence. 

The  appearance  of  these  souped-up  scary 
films  makes  more  sense  when  viewed  as  a 
reaction  to  another  genre.  In  the  ’70s  there 
was  a  short  lived  flare-up  of  what  were 
called  “women’s  films”:  Alice  Doesn’t 
Live  Here  Anymore,  A  Woman  Under  the 
Influence,  An  Unmarried  Woman,  The 
Turning  Point.  With  the  exception  of 
Woman  Under  the  Influence  (which  dealt 
with  sexual,  class,  and  emotional  issues  in 
a  naturalistic,  real  manner)  the  other  films 
were  sugar  coated,  Hollywoodized  visions 
of  the  “new”  woman’s  life.  (The  Turning 
Point  was  a  remake  of  the  1941  Bette 
Davis,  Miriam  Hopkins  Old  Acquaint¬ 
ance.  Hollywood  has  promised  another 


remake  of  this  old  warhorse  next  year  with 
Candice  Bergen  and  Jacqueline  Bisset  — 
someone  should  kill  the  goose  before  any 
more  rotten  eggs  come  out.  But  whatever 
their  faults,  they  were  movies  about 
women  who  had  lives  of  their  own  and  the 
characters  had  something  akin  to  a 
thought  process.  Although  there  were  very 
few  of  these  films  (nowhere  near  the  num¬ 
ber  of  teen/terror/slaughter  films)  the  back¬ 
lash  they  caused  was  far  more  powerful 
than  the  films  themselves.  The  anti¬ 
woman,  anti-sexuality  trend  parallels  the 
general  backlash  against  the  growing 
women’s  movement,  which  inadvertantly 
created  a  market  for  the  “women's”  films. 
Hollywood  is  moving  swiftly  with  the 
trend  to  the  right,  spawning  the  plethora 
of  Farrah  Fawcett,  Loni  Anderson,  Jackie 
Smith,  and  Suzanne  Sommers  clones  on 
the  TV.  The  mature,  responsible  woman 
has  little  chance  against  the  TV  jigglers 


especially  when  so  much  commercial  back¬ 
ing  has  moved  from  the  movies  to  tele¬ 
vision. 

Family 

Gene  Siskel  and  Roger  Ebert,  film  critics 
on  PBS’s  Sneak  Previews,  recently  spent 
an  entire  show  on  the  new  wave  of  what 
they  called  “family -oriented”  films.  They 
praised  filmmakers  for  going  back  to  more 
traditional  values  and  more  wholesome 
subject  matter.  The  films  they  cited  as 
prime  examples  were  Kramer  vs.  Kramer, 
One  Trick  Pony,  and  Ordinary  People.  Sis¬ 
kel  and  Ebert  argued  that  the  new  preoc¬ 
cupation  with  families  was  a  positive  step 
in  a  reaction  to  all  the  late  ’60s  and  ’70s 
films  about  men  going  out  on  their  own  to 
face  the  world:  Butch  Cassidy  and  the 
Sundance  Kid,  James  Bond  movies, 
Scarecrow,  Midnight  Cowboy,  Clint 
Eastwood  and  Charles  Bronson  films,  and 
Easy  Rider.  They  identified  these  movies 
with  the  selfish  “me  generation,”  a  phrase 
invented  by  such  backsliding  “liberals”  as 
Christopher  (The  Culture  of  Narcissism) 
Lasch  and  Tom  Wolfe  after  they  decided 
that  the  family  was  after  all  the  most  im¬ 
portant  binding  cultural  force.  This 
reassertion  of  the  family  as  an  important 
social  phenomenon  is  the  first  step  in 
dismissing  the  important  social  changes  — 
especially  for  blacks,  gays,  and  women  — 
of  the  last  decade.  Homophobia  and 
misogyny  are  both  inherent  in  this  argu¬ 
ment. 

Many  critics  maintain  that  all  those  ’60s 
and  '70s  action  films  were  actually  homo¬ 
sexual  in  nature.  Village  Voice  reviewer 
Andrew  Sarris  is  always  bemoaning  the 
fact  that  the  “buddy  movie”  had  de¬ 
stroyed  the  old  heterosexual  romance. 
Critic  Joan  Mellon,  in  Big  Bad  Wolves: 
Masculinity  in  American  Film,  is  rabidly 
homophobic  when  discussing  the  same 
films,  blaming  the  oppression  of  women 
directly  on  gay  men.  What  these  critics 
have  ignored  is  that  while  these  films  may 
be  homosocial  in  nature  (that  is,  men  liv¬ 
ing  and  working  without  women),  they  are 
not  homosexual.  I  suspect  that  this  confu¬ 
sion  comes  about  not  because  they  are  so 
eager  to  see  independent  women  on  the 
screen,  but  because  they  are  uncomfortable 
not  having  the  usual  paradigms  of  roman¬ 
tic  heterosexual  relationships  to  view.  By 
attacking  movies  of  men  alone  (and  then 
using  the  psychobabble  “me  generation”) 
they  avoid  the  more  important  question: 
Why  aren’t  there  any  movies  of  women  liv¬ 
ing  and  working  in  the  world  alone? 

Rather  than  blaming  the  straight,  white 
men  who  make  the  movies,  they  turn 
misogyny  into  a  queer  plot  against  women 
and  families. 

The  flimsiness  of  this  "me  generation” 
argument  is  apparent  when  you  look  at  the 
three  films  held  up  as  “family  oriented.” 


dle-class  families  with  emotional  problems. 
Both  films  rest  upon  a  tension  between 
mother  and  father  for  a  stronger  relation¬ 
ship  with  their  son.  Both  films  end  by 
casting  the  mother  out  of  the  house  and  re¬ 
affirming  the  father/son  bond.  One  Trick 
Pony  follows  the  same  formula,  but  it  is 
too  boring  to  seem  treacherous. 

Although  touted  as  revivals  of  “family 
movies,”  Ordinary  People  and  Kramer  vs. 
Kramer  bear  little  relationship  to  the  tradi¬ 
tion  of  “family  movies”  as  we  know  them. 
The  Andy  Hardy  series  in  the  ’30s  and  ’40s 
presented  a  dichotomized  balance  between 
mother  (feeling)  and  father  (sense);  neither 
was  good  or  bad,  but  both  were  needed  for 
stability.  The  28  films  of  the  Blondie 
series  in  the  ’40s  and  ’50s  (based  on  the 
cartoon  strip)  presented  a  similar  split 
which  played  Blondie’s  sense  against 
Dagwood’s  nonsense.  Father  Knows  Best 
(the  TV  version  of  the  same  tradition)  told 
all  in  the  title  and  the  mother  had  very  lit¬ 
tle  to  do  during  the  show.  This  show  is  the 
closest  to  the  new  wave  of  family  movies, 
where  father  not  only  knows  best,  he  is 
practically  omnipotent  and  mother  has 
turned  from  benign  to  malevolent. 

This  bizarre  twist  constitutes  a  new  type 
in  the  tradition  of  Hollywood  “mothers.” 
The  most  famous  type  is  the  sacrificing 
mother  —  Stella  Dallas,  Mildred  Pierce, 
The  Old  Maid,  Madame  X,  and  even 
Gorgo  (for  those  of  you  who  like 
prehistoric  mothers).  These  mothers  gave 
up  everything  for  their  children;  they  suf¬ 
fered,  but  achieved  some  nobility  in  their 
suffering.  Other  mothers  fought  along  with 
their  children  —  Tugboat  Annie,  How 
Green  Was  My  Valley,  The  Grapes  of 
Wrath.  And  there  were  the  stage  mothers 
—  Gypsy,  Harlow,  The  Hard  Way  (actually 
Ida  Lupino  plays  a  stage  sister)  —  but  no 
matter  how  driving  and  ambitious,  she  was 
never  punished.  The  main  fault  of  the 
mothers  in  Kramer  vs.  Kramer  and  Or¬ 
dinary  People  is  that  they  refuse  to  be  lov¬ 
ing.  Meryl  Streep  in  Kramer  insists  on 
finding  her  own  life,  and  Mary  Tyler 
Moore  in  People  seems  to  be  the  monster 
mother  who  cares  more  for  her  house  than 
her  home.  The  message  in  both  these  films 
is  that  these  mothers  are  refusing  to  be 
“women”  by  refusing  to  cater  to  the  men 
in  their  lives.  They  become  “unnatural” 
because  they  care  about  themselves,  and 
must  be  banished  from  the  family. 

These  films  (and  One  Trick  Pony)  insid¬ 
iously  confuse  the  issue  by  introducing  the 
“sensitive  man.”  Dustin  Hoffman,  Donald 
Sutherland,  and  Paul  Simon  (in  Pony) 
spend  most  of  their  time  trying  to  relate  to 
their  sons.  But  this  positive  new  male  sen¬ 
sitivity  is  used  in  these  films  to  ostracize 
the  mother.  Despite  what  Ebert  and  Siskel 
say,  these  masquerading  family  movies  are 
really  part  of  a  growing  backlash  against 
women  in  films. 

The  very  identification  of  a  re-emerging 
“family  film”  is  suspect.  Inseparable  from 
the  New  Right  rhetorical  “family”  (by 
which  they  mean  the  nuclear  family  with 


obedient  mother  and  children,  and  father 
at  the  head)  these  films  present  no  bastion 
of  freedom  but  rather  a  cultural  prison.  As 
the  women’s  and  gay  movements  grow, 
this  idea  of  “family”  is  more  and  more 
threatened.  Kramer  vs.  Kramer  and  Or¬ 
dinary  People  are  attempts  to  redefine 
that  “family”  —  an  idealized  invention 
that  bears  little  resemblance  to  the  tradi¬ 
tional  idea  of  family  —  by  removing  the 
most  threatening  member. 

All  movies  reflect  their  times.  Sprightly 
Rosalind  Russell  in  the  ’30s  and  '40s  was 
the  fast-talking  liberated  woman  between 
and  during  the  wars.  The  Joan  Crawford 
career  films  illustrated  women’s  roles  in  a 
mixed-message  society  that  both  prized 
and  then  devalued  the  working  woman. 

The  motorcycle/ western  films  of  the  '60s 
bespoke  the  (male)  freedom  of  the  times 
and  the  break  from  the  repressive  ’50s. 

The  "message”  of  films  in  the  last  five 
years  is  hearty  Christian  punishment  — 
for  sex,  for  not  being  a  "real  woman,”  for 
not  being  whatever  you  are  told  to  be. 
Cruising  punished  homosexuals;  Dressed 
to  Kill  punishes  women  for  being  sexual  at 
all. 

There  is  a  trend  in  western  culture  to 
present  women  as  being  childlike,  half 
grown,  and  not  responsible.  Mary  Pickford 
was  called  “the  world’s  sweetheart"  and 
was  playing  waifs  into  her  late  30  s.  Her 
screen  image  never  grew  up.  In  another 
manifestation  of  the  child/woman,  Carol 
Baker,  in  the  1956  Baby  Doll,  so  shocked 
the  public  with  her  portrayal  of  a  sluttish 
child-wife  that  the  film  was  denounced  by 
Cardinal  "Fannie"  Spellman  from  the  pul¬ 
pit  of  St.  Patrick’s  Cathedral.  Pickford  and 
Baker  are  the  flip  sides  of  the  same  image. 

Children 

Any  philosophy  that  postulates  “evil,” 
and  hence  punishment,  must  also  postulate 
“innocence.”  In  western  culture  children 
have  for  years  —  probably  from  the  begin¬ 


StiTls  from  (L  to  R)  Willie  &  Phil,  Ordinary 
People,  Friday  the  13th  Part  2. 


ning  of  the  18th  century  according  to 
historian/ anthropologist  Philip  Aries  in 
Centuries  of  Childhood  —  been  seen  as  "in¬ 
nocent.”  The  child’s  world  is  a  vision  of 
Eden  before  the  fall  (i.e.  before  sex  reared 
its  ugly  head).  The  "innocent”  lacks  self- 
determination,  self-preservation,  needs  to 
be  protected.  We  have  passed  the  social 
stage  where  everyone  feels  that  women 
(who,  according  to  New  Right  thought,  are 
less  capable  than  men)  have  to  be  protect¬ 
ed.  Children,  however,  are  a  different  mat¬ 
ter.  The  success  of  the  Anita  Bryant  cru¬ 
sade,  the  first  of  many,  shows  how  easily 
seduced  the  general  public  is  on  this  mat¬ 
ter. 

This  edenic  state,  however,  is  merely  a 
facade  used  to  bolster  its  opposition.  If  the 
new  wave  if  cinematic  images  of  children 
is  any  indication  they  are  being  thought 
of  as  anything  but  “innocent.”  Columnist 
Ellen  Goodman  has  suggested  the  curious 
cultural  implications  of  a  new  genre:  the 
devil-child  movie.  Henry  James  in  1898 
pointed  out  the  “evilness”  of  children  in 
The  Turn  of  the  Screw  (filmed  in  1961  by 
Jack  Clayton  as  The  Innocence  with  a 
strong  post-Freudian  emphasis  on  the  re¬ 
pressed  sexuality).  And  while  others  have 
used  children  as  expressions  of  evil  it  was 
Rosemary’s  Baby  (based  on  Ira  Levin’s 
1967  novel)  directed  by  Roman  Polanski 
which  started  the  recent  trend.  If  the  chil¬ 
dren  in  The  Turn  of  the  Screw  behaved 
badly  the  children  of  Rosemary  are  evil  in¬ 
carnate:  Satan.  Rosemary’s  Baby,  The  Ex¬ 
orcist  (by  William  "Cruising”  Friedkin) 
parts  I  and  II,  The  Omen  parts  I,  II,  and 
III  (this  is  the  perfect  ’80s  version  of  Andy 
Hardy  Grows  Up),  and  a  whole  assortment 
of  quicky  ripoffs.  While  the  populace  voice 
concern  for  children  the  collective  uncon¬ 
scious  looms,  ominously,  on  the  horizon; 
children  are  evil,  women  who  copulate  with 
the  devil  to  give  birth  to  them  are  evil, 
copulation  is  evil.  Needless  to  say,  punish¬ 
ment  is  due.  The  bizarre  disparity  between 
the  fascination  with  demonic  film  children 
and  the  fanatical  “doublespeak”  of  pro¬ 
tecting  real  children  underlines  the  hypo¬ 
crisy  that  is  inherent  in  most  New  Right 
thinking  about  women,  sex,  and  children. 

Continued  on  page  16 


Both  Kramer  vs.  Kramer  and  Ordinary 
People,  the  popular  back-to-back  Oscar 
winners  of  '79  and  ’80,  focus  on  upper-mid¬ 
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.  .this  positive  new  male  sensitivity  is  used  in  these  films  to  ostracize  the  mother.’ 
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Lesbian 


If  net  now  when— 

If  not  \oj  wfio  ? 

Come  out 

June  11  through  June  27 

Parade  and  Rally  on  June  20th 

Show  Boston  that  you’re  proud 

to  be  yourself 


. 


June  11 

Lesbian  Images 
in  Photography  1850-1980 
2  One  Act  Plays 

June  12 

Prom 

2  One  Act  Plays 

June  13 

Career  Night 
2  One  Act  Plays 

June  14 

Artworks  ’81 
Blue  Hills  Hike 

June  15 

Gay  Germany  —  a  discussion 

June  16 

S.F.  Gay  Men’s  Chorus 
Art  show  opening 


Calendar  of  Events 

June  17 

UG  Film  Festival 
Alcohol  Film  Festival 
Deaf  awareness  workshop 
Open  poetry  reading 

June  18 

Legal  Workshop 
2  One  Act  Plays 

June  19 
The  Event 

Folkdance/rock  dance 
NECC 

2  One  Act  Plays 

June  20 

Ecumenical  Service 
PARADE  AND  RALLY 
Women’s  Dinner 
Cultural  Event 
Book  Party 
2  One  Act  Plays 

June  21 

Conference  workshops 
An  afternoon  of  entertainment 
Urban  Canoing 


June  22 

Inter-age  relationships 
an  open  forum 
“Our  Boston  Heritage” 

“A  Gala  Celebration” 

June  23 
UG  Studies 

“Some  Enchanted  Evening” 
Self-defense  workshop 

June  24 
Town  Meeting 

June  25 

Lesbian  Film  Festival 
Experimental  theater 

2  One  Act  Plays 

V 

June  26 
Contra  Dance 

3  slide  shows 

2  One  Act  Plays 
Experimental  theater 

June  27 

Lesbian  mothers/Gay  fathers 
Experimental  theater 
2  One  Act  Plays 
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Have  You  Ever  Been  on  Prime  Time? 


TV  Guide’s  “Gay  Lobby”  Hoax 


By  Wade  Nichols 

Say  you  haven’t  been  watching 
too  much  TV  lately?  You  haven’t 
even  bought  a  copy  of  TV  Guide  in 
years?  Well,  you  may  have  missed 
TV  Guide’s  “How  The  Gay  Lobby 
Has  Changed  Television,”  but  you 
didn’t  miss  anything  significant  if 
you  like  intelligent  reporting  or 
clever  analysis.  TV  Guide’s  two- 
part  series  by  Richard  M.  Levine 
was  a  biased  piece  made  to  order 
for  a  future  televised  backlash 
against  lesbians  and  gay  men. 
Even  though  the  article  was  basi¬ 
cally  negative  in  tone  and  had  little 
to  say  that  might  advance  our 
cause,  we  should  be  aware  of  the 
impact  it  could  have  as  a  feature 
article  in  the  nation’s  largest  cir¬ 
culation  magazine. 

Levine’s  article  is  supposedly 
about  the  very  real  changes  that 
have  taken  place  in  network  tele¬ 
vision  programming  since  ‘‘That 
Certain  Summer”  broke  the 
silence  and  invisibility  of  gay/les¬ 
bian  issues  in  1972.  In  fact,  Levine 
does  a  decent  job  of  recounting  the 
shift  from  negative  and  stereo¬ 
typical  portrayals  in  the  early  70s, 
to  the  “Year  of  the  Gay”  in  1976, 
to  the  ambivalence  and  uncer¬ 
tainty  that  characterizes  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  gay  themes  in  the  recent 
season’s  programming.  However, 
Levine  stops  short  of  exposing  the 
rampant  neglect  that  networks 
have  shown  for  lesbians,  gay  peo¬ 
ple  of  color,  and  just  about  anyone 
who  isn’t  from  the  ranks  of  the 
upper  and  upper-middle  class 
heterosexual  male  power  struc¬ 
ture.  Let’s  face  it,  network 
television  has  still  not  even  dealt 
with  white,  heterosexual  women 
and  their  issues  in  any  real  depth. 

“How  The  Gay  Lobby  Has 
Changed  Television”  attempts  to 
examine  the  impact  of  the  Holly¬ 
wood  based  Gay  Media  Task 
Force  (GMTF),  headed  by  Los 
Angeles  psychologist  Newton  Dei- 
ter.  Levine  is  very  careful  to  give 
the  GMTF  and  the  New  York- 
based  National  Gay  Task  Force 
credit  for  improving  the  treatment 
of  gay  characters  and  issues  in  tele¬ 
vision  programming  during  the 
mid-seventies.  Levine  often  gives 
accounts  of  meetings  between  Dei- 
ter  and  network  producers,  show¬ 
ing  Deiter  giving  TV  executives 
assistance  in  dealing  with  issues 
they  cannot  easily  grasp.  Deiter’s 
comments  often  resulted  in 
changed  dialogue  or  a  shift  of 
emphasis  from  negative 
stereotypes  to  positive  role 
models. Yet,  Levine’s  accounts  are 
always  undercut  by  insinuations 
that  Deiter  is  pressuring  executives 
into  censoring  their  own  produc¬ 
tions,  with  Levine  even  going  so 
far  as  to  label  the  GMTF  as  Holly¬ 
wood’s  “most  effective  pressure 
group.”  Yet  Levine’s  fixation  on 
the  power  and  influence  of  the  Gay 
Media  Task  Force  is  puzzling.  His 
analysis  is  thin  and  when  his  article 
begins  to  fall  apart,  he  finally 
admits  that  network  television  is 
still  locked  in  the  powerful  grip  of 
soap  merchants  and  religious 
conservatives. 

The  Gay  Media  Task  Force  has 
been  closely  involved  in  scripting 
DYNASTY,  ABC’s  super-soap 
with  rich,  handsome  and  gay 
Steven  Carrington  and  his  father, 
the  homophobic  oil-magnate. 
Levine  asserts  that  GMTF  has 
been  responsible  for  erasing  old 
stereotypes  and  replacing  them 
with  an  idealized  boy-next-door 
image  with  good  looks  and  man¬ 
nerisms,  all  embodied  in  Steven 
Carrington.  This  new  stereotyped 
“gay”  has  little  to  do  with  the  lives 
of  lesbians,  gay  people  of  color, 
working  class  and  poor  people, 
and  only  vaguely  resembles  the 
lives  of  middle  class,  average  look¬ 
ing,  Ivy-League  gay  white  men. 
DYNASTY  is  so  removed  from 
our  lives  that  it  is  fantasy  and 
fluff. 


Levine  accuses  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  of  creating  new  stereotypes 
for  television  which  might  be 
characterized  by 

overcompensation.  “In  an  orgy  of 
overcompensation  so  typical  of 
gay  characters  on  TV,  the  cop  (on 
LOU  GRANT)  lifts  weights,  prac¬ 
tices  target  shooting,  coaches  a 
soccer  team  and  drinks  beer— all 
in  the  first  10  minutes  of  the 
show.”  Does  Levine  mean  to 
mistakenly  assume  that  there  are 
no  gay  cops  who  do  these  things? 
One  hopes  he’s  not  blind.  And 
certainly  he  has  watched  a  couple 
of  cop  shows  in  his  life.  Even  the 
dull  and  droning  ADAM 
TWELVE  series  had  more  hetero 
macho  action  in  the  first  10 
minutes  of  many  shows.  Besides,  it 
is  a  filmic  convention  to  compress 
a  lot  of  action,  or  “real  time,”  into 
a  short  space.  Compress  one  day  in 
the  life  of  an  average  person  into  a 
fairly  interesting  10  minute 
segment  and  you  will  get  the  same 
“overcompensating”  effect. 
Levine  accuses  gays  of 
manipulating  these  production 
methods  when  any  TV  viewer 
knows  that  such  manipulation  is 
the  standard  fare  in  television, 
regardless  of  sexual  orientation. 

Levine  also  complains  that  gay 
themes  on  serious  shows  are  plod¬ 
ding,  dull  and  predictable.  He 
even  goes  so  far  as  to  say  that  gays 
have  been  most  entertaining  and 
enlightening  on  comedy  shows 
such  as  ARCHIE  BUNKER.  It 
seems  as  if  Levine  would  condemn 
gays  to  the  laugh  track  for 
eternity. 

Levine  never  seriously  discusses 
the  problems  of  stereotyping  and 
the  role  of  idealized  images  in  vis¬ 
ual  communication.  Newton 
Deiter  and  the  GMTF  have  been 
successful  in  changing  negative 
images  and  developing  positive 
role  models,  albeit  new  stereo¬ 
types,  ones  palatable  to  straight 
audiences.  The  question  of  the 
acceptability  of  any  stereotypes, 
whether  negative  or  positive,  is  an 
interesting  one.  Ideally,  stereo¬ 
types  should  be  relegated  to  the 
heap  in  favor  of  realistic  por¬ 
trayals  of  the  tremendous  range 
and  variety  of  personalities  and 
experiences  within  the  lesbian  and 
gay  communities.  But  can  network 
television,  based  on  reaching  the 
millions,  ever  make  that 
transition?  One  suspects  that 
abandoning  all  stereotypes 
— straight,  male,  female,  gay,  or 
lesbian — would  spell  the  end  of 
centralized  and  economically 
dominant  network  corporations. 

Levine’s  second  installment  was 
supposed  to  be  about  the  gay 
underground  in  television.  Yet, 
less  than  half  of  the  copy  dealt 
with  that  issue.  He  refers  to  the 
presence  of  gays  in  responsible 
positions  as  the  “Gay  Mafia”  (a 
libelous  term  at  best).  His  interest 
seems  to  be  in  sparking  a  con¬ 
troversy  similar  to  the  recent 
cocaine  scandals  which  prompted 
a  congressional  hearing. 

Levine  barely  conceals  his  sur¬ 
prise  at  finding  so  many  gays  in 
high  positions  within  the  television 
industry.  He  sets  out  to  show  how 
gays  have  not  advanced  their  own 
cause,  claiming  that  closet  gays 
“are  often  more  of  a  hindrance 
than  a  help  to  other 
homosexuals.”  In  the  very  next 
sentence,  Levine  quotes  Newton 
Deiter’s  complaint  that  “At  any  of 
the  networks,  nearly  the  entire 
broadcast -standards  staff  is  gay, 
except  for  the  head  of  the  depart¬ 
ment.  And  since  he’s  the  only  one 
who’s  not  afraid  of  losing  his  job, 
he’s  also  the  only  one  who  has 
been  consistently  helpful  to  us.” 
Even  then,  Levine  cannot  see  that 
the  real  issue  here  is  job  security 
and  freedom  of  speech  on  the  job. 

It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that 
neither  Levine  nor  Deiter  ever 
speaks  of  lesbians  in  high  positions 


at  the  networks. 

The  lack  of  job  security  and 
freedom  of  speech  for  gays  work¬ 
ing  at  the  major  networks  high¬ 
lights  the  real  issue  behind  the  lack 
of  satisfactory  lesbian  and  gay 
programming  on  network  TV. 
Until  the  networks  truly  open  up 
to  all  peoples,  there  is  little  reason 
to  expect  television  to  reflect  our 
lives  and  speak  to  our  deepest  con¬ 
cerns.  An  alternative  system  of 
communicating  is  badly  needed. 
When  1  saw  that  Levine  was  to 
concentrate  on  the  “gay  under¬ 
ground  in  television,”  my 
thoughts  ran  to  independent  video 
producers  and  artists.  These  are 
the  people  who  use  the  medium  to 
communicate  their  own  ideas  and 
feelings,  not  the  commercial 
visions  of  soap  peddlers.  There  are 
lesbians  and  gay  men  throughout 
the  US  who  are  producing  video 


Polyester 

Directed  by  John  Waters.  With 
Divine,  Edith  Massey,  Mink  Stole 
and  Tab  Hunter.  At  the  Nickleo- 
deon,  Boston.  Theatre  wheelchair 
accessible;  bathrooms  not  acces¬ 
sible. 

By  Rob  Schmieder 

The  characters  in  John  Waters’ 
Polyester  include  a  300-lb.  suburb¬ 
an  Baltimore  housewife  married  to 
an  X-rated  theatre  owner  who  is 
cheating  on  her  with  his  secretary; 
their  two  children,  a  Farrah  Faw¬ 
cett  clone  and  a  punk  foot  fetish¬ 
ist;  and  assorted  other  people  who 
enter  their  lives:  the  housewife’s 
harridan  mother;  her  best  friend, 
her  former  housekeeper  who’s  in¬ 
herited  a  fortune  and  retired;  and  a 
glamorous  mystery  man  who  fol¬ 
lows  her  around  in  a  white  Cor¬ 
vette. 

These  are  the  salt  of  the  earth, 
the  sort  of  people  those  of  us  who 
venture  into  middle  America  meet 
every  day.  The  color-coordinated 
crushed  velvet  interior  of  their 
suburban  tract  house  has  been 
seen  in  a  thousand  showroom  win¬ 
dows.  However,  all  of  this  is  given 
a  malevolent  twist.  The  housewife 
is  played  by  Divine,  an  immense 
transvestite  who  is  a  veteran  of 
other  Waters  films  and  of  his  own 
one-woman  show,  The  Neon 
Woman.  The  mystery  man  is 
played  by  washed-up  beach  beauty 
Tab  Hunter.  And  the  rest  of  the 
cast  of  characters  is  made  up  of 
various  other  freaks  and  outcasts 
from  the  Waters  stable. 

This  movie  will  be  seen  by  the 


programs  about  their  lives,  their 
friends  and  communities,  and 
about  their  personal  vision  of  what 
the  world  could  be. 

The  unresponsiveness  of 
network  television  to  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  issues,  especially  with  the 
advent  of  forceful  right  wing 
pressure  groups,  points  to  the  need 
for  creating  our  own  television  sys¬ 
tems.  We  have  had  our  own  maga¬ 
zines  and  newspapers  for  a  few 
years  now  and  they  have  brought 
us  closer,  creating  communities 
where  none  existed  before.  Why 
not  augment  our  papers  with  more 
lesbian  and  gay  films,  video  tapes, 
television  shows — even  our  own 
stations  and  networks? 

The  vitally  important  work  of 
organizations  like  the  Gay  Media 
Task  Force  and  Boston’s  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Media  Advocates  must 
continue  and  be  strengthened  by  a 


gay  audiences  who  have  flocked  to 
Waters  since  Pink  Flamingos  was 
released  almost  ten  years  ago. 
Those  who  can  trace  their  queer 
punk  roots  back  to  the  days  of  a 
leopardskin-clad  Divine  will  not  be 
disappointed  by  Polyester,  as  Wa¬ 
ters  has  brought  improved  produc¬ 
tion  values  to  his  ever  trashy  sense 
of  style.  For  the  Hollywood 
queens  among  us.  Divine’s  role  is 
Liz  Taylor  gone  amuck,  and  Tab 
Hunter  finally  fulfills  our  wildest 
fantasies. 

What  is  more  remarkable  is  that 
Waters  is  finally  getting  main¬ 
stream  distribution  and  heavy- 
duty  media  hype.  The  prospect  of 
Polyester  being  shown  in  suburban 
shopping  malls  is  an  exciting,  and 
somewhat  frightening,  idea.  Mil¬ 
lions  of  suburbanites  will  see  a  for¬ 
mer  screen  idol  make  love  to  a  man 
dressed  as  a  woman,  see  a  normal 
American  teenage  girl  try  to  abort 
an  unwanted  fetus  after  being  ab¬ 
ducted  by  nuns,  but  most  import¬ 
antly  see  their  straight  world 
turned  into  a  bizarre  form  of  queer 
fashion  —  and  vice  versa. 

Perhaps  most  exciting  of  all  is 
the  prospect  of  packed  theatres  en¬ 
joying  the  film’s  Odorama  dimen¬ 
sion,  which  involves  scratching 
scratch-n-sniff  cards  as  they  are 
cued  on  the  screen,  to  release 
odors  ranging  from  Lysol  to  shit. 
Once  again  filmgoing  becomes  a 
communal  exercise  in  understand¬ 
ing  our  world,  as  the  Odorama  ex¬ 
perience  enhances  our  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  the  scents  with  which  we 


renewed  interest  if  there  is  to  be 
significant  change.  The  current 
usurping  of  TV  power  by  the  New 
Right  underscores  the  need  for  a 
commitment  to  change  in  the  gay 
and  lesbian  community. 

Until  networks  abandon  their 
shoddy  treatment  of  lesbians  and 
gays,  until  they  learn  that  white- 
rich-hetero-males  are  not  the 
necessary  focus  of  all  media,  we 
must  be  ever  watchful.  Until  7T 
Guide  and  Richard  Levine  learn  to 
accurately  and  sensitively  deal 
with  issues,  we  must  remind  them 
of  who  we  are  and  why  we  arc 
important.  The  fact  that  such  an 
article  was  featured  in  TV  Guide  in 
the  first  place,  and  that  a  recent 
issue  of  US  magazine  has  followed 
up  with  the  same  line  of  analysis, 
shows  that  there  may  be  something 
a-brewing  in  the  straight  tele¬ 
vision-oriented  press. 


Following  in  the  hallowed  tradi¬ 
tion  of  social  satire.  Polyester’ s 
world  is  not  quite  our  own,  but 
close  enough  to  be  painfully  recog¬ 
nizable.  It  is  a  world  where  whirl¬ 
wind  romances  begin  at  the  site  of 
a  bloody  car  crash;  where  respect¬ 
able  middle-aged  men  tell  their 
neighbors,  who  are  members  of 
Women  Against  Pornography, 
that  their  X-rated  films  “help  pre¬ 
vent  rape”;  and  where  in  the  end 
the  villains  can  proclaim  that 
they’re  “happy  —  free,  white, 
rich,  and  happy.” 

Even  though  Polyester  is  wa¬ 
tered-down  Waters,  it  is  still  de¬ 
signed  to  offend.  I  was  upset  to  see 
punk  equated  with  violence  once 
again,  and  some  women  may,  as 
they  have  in  the  past,  find  Divine’s 
interpretation  of  femininity  offen¬ 
sive.  But  there  is  something  to  be 
said  for  a  film  in  which  brats  go  on 
a  binge  and  selectively  attack  a 
black  gospel  singer,  a  Chinese 
woman,  a  Jew  and  a  clean-cut  boy 
whom  they  refer  to  as  a  “fairy”  — 
only  to  get  their  comeuppance 
when  the  gospel  singer  hijacks  a 
city  bus,  corners  the  offenders  in 
their  car  and  proceeds  to  rip  it 
apart.  And  I  find  Divine’s  portray¬ 
al  of  a  suburban  housewife  truly 
liberating.  She  is  perfectly  happy 
with  her  fat  lifestyle,  lives  a  life  in 
which  she  is  always  true  to  herself, 
and  is  shown  to  be  satisfied  with 
her  sexual  being.  She  is  not  a  role 
model  everyone  will  want  to  fol¬ 
low,  but  she  could  hardly  be  a 
more  radical  example  of  a  person 
who  is  proud  of  her  differentness. 


The  Real  People 


Divine  and  her  best  friend  take  a  break  from  their  suburban  homes. 
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Mitterand  Moves  France 


By  Robert  Aldrich 

Francois  Mitterand,  who  has 
taken  pro-gay  stands  in  the  past 
and  whose  Socialist  Party  has 
been  the  strongest  supporter  of 
gay  rights  in  France,  was  elected 
president  of  France  in  a  run-off 
election  on  May  10.  Mitterand 
defeated  Valery  Giscard 
d’Estaing,  the  candidate  of  the 
center  right  who  was  running  for 
re-election;  Giscard  has  generally 
been  unsupportive  of  gay  causes. 

At  a  recent  Paris  gala  to  benefit 
the  French  gay  newspaper,  Gai 
Pied,  author  Yves  Navarre  read  a 
letter  from  Mitterand,  subse¬ 
quently  published  in  the  May  issue 
of  Gai  Pied.  “With  these  words  I 
want  to  express  how  much  1  asso¬ 
ciate  myself  with  the  necessary 
and  manifest  fervor  of  your 
national  march  and  with  your  gala 
this  evening.  Your  cause  must  go 
with  your  celebration.  And  I  am 
asking  Yves  Navarre  to  be  the 
messenger  of  the  esteem  and  at¬ 
tention  which  I  have  for  the 
lifestyle  that  you  hope  for  and 
which  must  be  made  possible, 
with  obstacles  removed,  laws 
abolished,  and  new  laws  passed. 
Cordially,  Francois  Mitterand.” 

The  national  march  on  Paris 
(April  4,  1981)  gathered  ten 

thousand  lesbians  and  gay  men 
from  all  parts  of  France  in  the 
capital.  This  was  the  largest 
gathering  of  French  gays  in 
history.  The  march,  organized  by 


CUARH  (the  Emergency  Com¬ 
mittee  against  Homosexual  Op¬ 
pression)  was  widely  reported  in 
the  straight  French  press.  March 
organizers  hailed  it  as  a  great 
success,  fulfilling  their  most 
hopeful  expectations  in  terms  of 
the  number  of  participants. 

According  to  Gai  Pied,  in  1975 
Mitterand  wrote  a  preface  to  a 
collection  of  articles  on  socialism, 
saying  “homosexuality  is  a  sexual 
behavior  like  any  other”  which 
“must  in  no  case  be  subject  to  any 
inequalities  or  discrimination.”  In 
1979,  the  official  program  of  the 
Socialist  Party  took  a  stand 
“against  oppression  of  or  discrim¬ 
ination  against  homosexuals,” 
whose  “rights  and  dignity  must  be 
respected.” 

Socialist  members  of  the  French 
National  Assembly  (the  parl¬ 
iament)  have  consistently  voted  in 
favor  of  gay  rights  legislation. 
French  law  does  not  consider  ho¬ 
mosexuality  as  a  crime,  but  penal¬ 
ties  for  homosexual  morals 
convictions  are  more  severe  than 
for  similar  heterosexual  offenses. 
The  age  of  majority  for  hetero¬ 
sexual  acts  is  set  at  fifteen,  while 
for  homosexual  acts,  it  is 
eighteen.  Attempts  to  repeal  these 
statutes  have  been  defeated  by  the 
conservative  majority. 

In  an  attempt  last  October  to 
change  the  laws  regarding  homo¬ 
sexuality,  Mitterand  voted  for  the 
repeal  of  discriminatory  legisla- 


Left 

tion.  After  the  failure  of  that 
effort,  the  Socialist  Party  made  an 
unsuccessful  appeal  to  the  Consti¬ 
tutional  Council  to  have  the  laws 
overturned.  In  an  April  interview 
with  Gai  Pied,  Pierre  Beregovoy, 
May  to  Mitterand,  reaffirmed 
his  party’s  commitment  to  gay 
rights. 

Many  persons  prominent  in 
French  gay  life  endorsed 
Mitterand’s  candidacy,  among 
them  Navarre,  philosopher-his¬ 
torian  Jean-Paul  Aron,  and 
Fabrice  Emaer,  owner  of  Paris’ 
most  popular  disco,  the  Palace. 
Over  sixty  straight  supporters  of 
gay  rights  took  out  an  ad  in  Gai 
Pied  calling  on  gays  to  vote  for 
Mitterand.  Of  the  four  major  po¬ 
litical  groups,  only  the  Socialist 
Party  was  willing  to  send  a  repre¬ 
sentative  to  discuss  gay  rights  with 
the  newspaper. 

The  first  round  of  voting,  on 
April  26,  eliminated  the  can¬ 
didates  of  the  Communist  Party 
and  the  Gaullist  Party,  as  well  as 
six  other  contenders,  leaving 
Mitterand  and  Giscard  to  face 
each  other  in  the  run-off. 
Mitterand  then  received  support 
from  the  Communists  and  from 
disgruntled  moderates.  He  will  be 
inaugurated  president  for  a  seven- 
year  term  —  the  first  time  in 
twenty-three  years  that  France  will 
have  a  leftist  leader.  He  is 
expected  to  call  parliamentary 
Continued  on  Page  17 
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Second  Annual  Women’s  Theater  Festival 


Women’s  Theatre 

Festival  —  1981 

By  Cindy  Patton 

and  Maida  Tilchen 

This  year’s  Women’s  Theatre 
Festival  brought  a  diverse  group  of 
performances,  movies,  and  work¬ 
shops  to  Boston,  with  participants 
coming  from  New  York,  New  Ha¬ 
ven,  New  Zealand,  Toronto  and 
Boston.  The  eight  nights  of  pro¬ 
grams  —  ranging  from  topical 
comedy  to  dance  to  surrealistic 
drama  —  were  supplemented  by 
two  weekends  of  workshops.  In 
highly  verbal  or  visual  forms,  in 
plays  that  almost  all  included  ele¬ 
ments  of  dance,  and  music,  wom¬ 
en  showed  a  variety  of  skills’  and 
showcased  the  work  of  many  writ¬ 
ers. 

Within  each  format,  comedy, 
dance,  or  drama,  an  array  of  styles 
was  presented.  For  example,  “The 
Gay  Divorcees,”  a  Boston  comedy 
duo,  presented  a  series  of  sketches, 
including  several  about  a  night  in 
the  lives  of  two  typical  lesbian  lov¬ 
ers.  They  began  by  having  a  heated 
political  argument  and  then,  with¬ 
out  a  pause,  got  into  bed  and  made 
love.  Another  comedy  style  was 
displayed  in  “Split  Britches,”  by  a 
group  from  New  York  City.  This 
zany  production  about  three 
mountain  women  included  ele¬ 
ments  of  slapstick,  parody,  and 
drug-induced  humor.  People  who 
were  in  a  bizarre  mood  seemed  to 
enjoy  it,  while  others  complained 
about  the  offensive  stereotypes  of 
Appalachian  women.  The  dead¬ 
pan  acting  was  quite  admirable. 

Dance  groups  were  accorded 
theatrical  status  in  this  festival. 
Two  very  different  styles  of  con¬ 
tact  improvisational  dance  were 
presented  by  the  Boston  groups 
Mud  fire  and  River.  '  (Con¬ 
tact  improvisational  dancing  is  a 
style  that  involves  spontaneous 
movement,  with  dancers  interact¬ 
ing  by  holding,  rolling,  balancing, 
and  otherwise  staying  in  close 
physical  contact .)  The  River  group 
used  an  assortment  of  percussion 
instruments  and  simple  props  to 
do  a  smooth  (lowing  series  of  dan- 
es  involving  different  combina¬ 
tions  of  members.  Mudfire.  a  duo. 


did  not  use  music  or  props.  In  their 
dancing  they  created  a  human 
kaleidoscope  of  changing  forms 
and  movements. 

Dramatic  presentations  were 
very  intense.  One  which  particu¬ 
larly  pushed  the  edges  of 
“theatre”  in  an  experimental, 
feminist  direction  was  the  film  of  a 
production  by  New  York  City’s 
More  Fire!  called  “More  Fire!” 
This  film  integrated  the  lives  of 
women  who  work  both  as 
waitresses  and  actresses  by 
showing  the  women  waitressing 
and  producing  a  play  about 
waitressing.  Their  play  “The 
Exorcism  of  Cheryl”  depicted  the 
“  submission  to  the  self-defeating 
voice  that  speaks  from  our  inner 
recesses”  in  love  relationships. 
Honest  and  amusing,  the  troupe 
did  not  shy  away  from  challenging 
the  “Amazon  myth”  by  including 
a  lesbian  character  who  takes  the 
heartbreak  along  with  her  straight 
friends. 

A  Toronto  group  presented 
“Night  Cows,”  a  35  minute  mon¬ 
ologue  about  flying,  Amazon-like 
cows,  filled  with  powerful,  sur¬ 
real,  matriarchal  images.  Scenes 
from  “The  Miracle  Worker”  were, 
performed  by  the  cast  of  a  produc¬ 
tion  currently  playing  in  Boston. 
The  fierce  physical  battles  between 
Helen  Keller  and  Annie  Sullivan 
were  portrayed  in  very  successful, 
no-holds-barred  acting.  Helen’s 
struggle  to  resist  change  was  very 
affecting. 

Plays  by  new  playwrights  and 
familiar  names  were  presented. 
Gertrude  Stein’s  “Tender  But¬ 
tons”  was  acted  out  by  a  lively 
duo  in  “A  Time  to  Eat.”  New  Ha¬ 
ven’s  “Theatre  of  Light  and  Shad¬ 
ow”  did  a  play  by  Sylvia  Plath 
about  three  women’s  experiences 
with  childbirth.  Although  this 
play’s  writing  and  performance 
were  among  the  most  powerful  of 
the  festival,  the  imagery  which 
stressed  “whiteness”  over  “black¬ 
ness”  or  “redness”  aroused  criti¬ 
cism  as  being  racist. 

Other  festival  highlights  includ¬ 
ed  “The  Lunch,”  a  powerful  play 
about  mother/daughter  relation- 
Continued  on  Page  15 
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Triangle  Theater  Opens  Two  Plays 


My  Cup  Ranneth  Over  by 

Robert  Patrick.  Directed  by  Jenni¬ 
fer  Justice.  With  Libba  Ingram, 
Virginia  Bullock. 

Forever  After  by  Doric  Wilson. 
Directed  by  Edgar  Zeigler.  Cos¬ 
tume  design  by  Matt  Oliva.  With 
John  Spellman,  A I  Petras,  Alan 
Dubroc,  Roland  Green. 

Presented  by  Triangle  Theater 
Company  at  The  Theater  Factory, 
367  Boylston  St.,  Boston,  Thurs- 
day -Saturday,  June  11-27. 

By  Michael  Bronski 

What  we  have  come  to  know  as 
contemporary  gay  theater  had  its 
beginnings  at  Caffe  Cino  in  the 
early  ’60s.  The  Cino  was  a  coffee 
house  that  presented  “entertain¬ 
ments”  —  anything  from  opera 
parodies,  impromptu  shows,  to 
full-scale  new  works  by  promising 
playwrights.  Because  they  did  not 
have  the  usual  constrictions  of  off- 
Broadway  theater  (especially  the 
fearsome,  heavy  hand  of  the 
critic),  they  experimented.  They 
were  the  first  off-off-Broadway 
house  and  the  spawning  ground 
for  many  playwrights  who  were  to 
make  it  in  “legit”  theater  later  in 
their  careers. 

Coming  from  the  repressive  ’50s 
The  Cino  was  perhaps  the  only 
theater  receptive  to  the  work  of 
openly  gay  playwrights.  It  is  fitting 
then  that  almost  twenty  years  after 
The  Cino,  and  twelve  after  Stone¬ 
wall,  Triangle  Theater  should  be 
presenting  two  plays  by  writers 
who  began  and  had  their  first 
plays  produced  at  Caffe  Cino. 
Mainstream  theater  is  produced 
and  supported  by  people  who  have 
money  and  a  stake  in  the  way 
things  are  —  that  is  why  there  are 
so  few  queers  on  Broadway.  Both 
Cino  and  Triangle  were  and  are  al¬ 
ternatives  to  that  system  of  pro¬ 
duction.  Robert  Patrick  and  Doric 
Wilson  are  literal  as  well  as  figura¬ 
tive  connecting  links  in  this  contin¬ 
uation. 

Robert  Patrick’s  My  Cup  Ran¬ 
neth  Over  is  several  years  old.  It 
has  played  several  regional  thea¬ 
ters  and  has  had  a  short  run  off- 
Broadway.  In  some  ways  this  is  the 
epitome  of  the  Patrick  play:  short, 
quick-witted,  highly  intelligent, 
very  very  funny,  and  ultimately, 
quite  moving.  Its  simple  situation 
might  seem  more  the  material  for  a 
skit:  two  women  living  together, 
striving  in  their  chosen  careers. 
Paula  is  a  feminist  writer  and 
Yucca  is  a  punk  singer.  Suddenly 
the  punk  rocker  hits  it  big,  real  big: 
Time,  People,  Newsweek,  even 
Ms.  As  Yucca’s  star  ascends 
Paula’s  spirits  go  down  the  drain. 
The  play  is  a  series  of  frantic 
phone  calls,  funny  interchanges, 
and  —  as  the  mood  shifts  from  ju¬ 
bilation  to  despair  —  a  serious 
confrontation  over  the  meaning  of 
their  relationship.  Remarkably, 
Patrick’s  script  keeps  the  laughs 
coming  even  through  the  most  se¬ 
rious  moments. 


In  the  original  script  there  is  no 
indication  that  Yucca  and  Paula 
are  lesbians,  but  director  Jennifer 
Justice  has  decided  to  play  them 
that  way.  While  it  does  not  make 
the  play  any  gayer  (it’s  difficult  to 
imagine  any  Robert  Patrick  play 
not  being  gay),  it  does  add  another 
subtext  that  reinforces  the  serious¬ 
ness  of  the  script.  Libba  Ingram 
(as  Paula)  and  Virginia  Bullock  (as 
Yucca)  make  a  believable  couple; 
it  is  difficult  to  imagine  the  play  as 
being  about  roommates  (I  mean 
really  roommates)  after  seeing 
what  they  bring  to  the  material. 

Doric  Wilson’s  Forever  After, 
which  premiered  at  the  1980Glines 
Theater  Festival  (see  GCN,  Vol.  7, 
No.  48),  is  also  about  a  gay  couple, 
or  rather  it’s  about  a  play  about  a 
gay  couple.  Beginning  with  a 
soupy  happy  ending  (the  lovers 
Tom  and  David  celebrate  their 
first  anniversary)  the  muse  of  trag¬ 
edy  soon  decides  to  take  over  since 
any  play  with  a  happy  ending  is  un¬ 
thinkable  —  and  any  play  with  a 
gay  male  couple  ending  happily  is 
particularly  unthinkable.  After  the 
disaster-bent  Melpomene  has  tried 
to  destroy  the  men’s  relationship 
her  counterpart,  Comedy  (Thalia), 
jumps  into  the  act  and  struggles  to 
save  the  situation. 

Wilson  is  essentially  a  play¬ 
wright  of  ideas;  he  is  concerned 
about  the  way  that  gay  men  live, 
how  they  treat  one  another,  how 
they  view  themselves,  and  how 
they  are  presented  on  stage.  The 
conceit  of  having  the  muses  direct 
the  action  is  brilliant,  allowing 
Wilson  to  explore  the  interplay  be¬ 
tween  life  and  art  (you  can  take 
your  pick  as  to  which  is  which) 
without  ever  becoming  didactic  or 
self-important.  The  added  touch 
of  having  the  muses  played  by  men 
in  drag  (a  nice  contrast  to  the  two 
clone  lovers)  is  wonderfully  theat¬ 
rical.  As  Thalia,  Alan  Dubroc 
bears  an  uncanny  resemblance  to 
Maureen  Stapleton,  fussing  about, 
making  little  grimaces,  and  cluck¬ 
ing  to  himself  as  he  tries  to  keep 
the  lovers  together.  (He  at  one 
point  notes  that  although  love  may 
fall  under  the  realm  of  tragedy, 
cruising  is  definitely  ruled  by 
comedy.)  Roland  Green  is  won¬ 
derfully  funny  as  the  Melpomene. 
Sweeping  about  the  stage  like  the 
wicked  stepmother  in  Snow 
White,  he  seems  almost  too  big  for 
the  stage.  (I  suppose  actually  that 
muses  are  too  big  for  the  stage, 
that’s  why  they  are  usually  con¬ 
trolling  the  action  from 
elsewhere.) 

Both  productions  are  generally 
competent  and  can  hold  their  own 
against  any  other  small  theater  in 
town.  Triangle  has  been  lucky 
since  its  inception  to  have  man¬ 
aged  against  rising  costs  to  main¬ 
tain  basic  minimal  technical  and 
production  values.  The  sets  (de¬ 
signed  by  their  respective  direct¬ 
ors)  are  imaginative,  and  the  mus¬ 


Libba  Ingram  (0  and  Virginia  Bullock  (r)  —  feminist  and  punk  in 

My  Cup  Ranneth  Over. 


(I  to  r)  Al  Petras,  Roland  Green,  John  Spellman  and  Alec  Dubroc. .  .clones  meet  muses  in  Forever  After. 


es’  attire  rivals  anything  you’ll  see 
in  Play  land  on  Halloween. 

Gay  people  became  visible  in  the 
early  ’60s  due  to  Cafe  Cino.  Now 


when  visibility  is  more  necessary 
than  ever  before,  Triangle  —  and 
Robert  Patrick  and  Doric  Wilson 
—  have  continued  this  tradition. 


Triangle  has  entitled  this  thespian 
duo  Happy  Endings,  an  apt  and 
•optimistic  note  for  both  the  eve¬ 
ning  and  the  future. 


Women’s  Theater 


Continued  from  Page  14 
ships  that  communicated  very 
directly  to  the  audience  and  re¬ 
ceived  a  strong  response.  A  quick 
comedy  set  by  Maxine  Feldman 
easily  demonstrated  the  results  of 
her  years  of  performing  experi¬ 
ence.  And  there  was  a  great  line  by 
stand-up  comic  Julie  Willis,  “This 
is  a  very  sick  society  and  if  you 
look  too  healthy,  you  won’t  fit 
in.” 

Aside  from  the  performances, 
the  festival  was  a  rare  opportunity 
for  women  involved  in  theatre  to 
meet.  Lyne  Waddington  of  Toron¬ 
to  told  GCN,  “The  networking  is 
really  nice,  knowing  there  are  oth¬ 
er  people  to  contact  about  work  in 
progress.  In  Canada,  most  femin¬ 
ist  theatre  is  Quebecois.  Because 
Quebec  is  defining  itself  as  a 
whole,  feminist  theatre  has  a 
chance  to  be  part  of  the  whole  de¬ 
velopment.”  Of  her  performance 
in  “Night  Cows,”  Waddington 
said  “It  was  real  frightening  to  do. 
The  text  was  so  heavily  wrought  in 
images,  and  1  know  that  1  was  con¬ 
stantly  battering  people  with 
them.” 

Tita  Wernimont  of  “The  Gay 
Divorcees,”  who  described  the  ra¬ 
tionale  for  her  group  as  “why  read 
science  fiction  when  you  can  live 
it?”,  was  very  pleased  with  the  fes¬ 
tival.  “We  do  community  theatre, 
and  our  chosen  audience  is  women 
and  in  particular  lesbians.  Boston 
women’s  theatre  is  on  a  new-born 
baby,  starting-to-flower  level  — 
there’s  little  pretenses  or  artifice. 
Boston  is  very  exciting  creatively 
now.  1  love  this  whole  week,  which 
has  been  a  focus  of  women’s  art.” 

One  woman  who  is  academically 
trained  in  theatre  skills  told  GCN 
that  she  was  disturbed  by  what  she 
saw  as  a  lack  of  professional  quali¬ 
ty  at  the  festival.  In  response  to 
that  criticism,  Tita  said,  “I’m  in¬ 
terested  in  the  most  women  possi¬ 
ble  sharing  what  they  know  and 
feel.  Professionalism  is  ‘fine-tun¬ 
ing’  of  the  ability  to  communicate 
—  you  really  learn  that  perform¬ 
ing.  We  try  not  to  feel  like  ‘we 
have  the  theatre,  and  we’re  going 
to  show  it  to  you.’  I’d  like  the 
women’s  audience  to  go  back  to  a 
family /tribe  tradition  like  hooting 
and  hollering.  I’m  not  into  show 
and  tell.  Not  that  I  don’t  appreci¬ 
ate  other  things,  but  the  women’s 
community  is  discovering  a  much 
more  organic  way  of  being  togeth¬ 
er.” 


Barbara  Haddon  worked  on 
lights  for  the  festival.  She  enjoyed 
seeing  the  shows  and  meeting  peo¬ 
ple,  and  learning  new  skills.  “We 
built  the  lights  and  learned  the  re¬ 
quirements  for  four  different 
groups  each  night.  If  there  is  an  in¬ 
terest  in  women  developing  techni¬ 
cal  skills,  this  festival  had  space  for 

that.” 

The  range  of  theatrical  styles  in 
the  festival  was  parallelled  by  an 
apparent  range  of  philosophies 
about  the  role  of  the  actress  or  per¬ 
former.  While  many  performances 
were  based  on  highly-structured 
scripts  and  direction,  others,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  contact  improvisa- 
tional  dancers,  attempted  to  ex¬ 
plore  the  boundaries  of  expression 
and  self-exposure.  Both  directions 
seem  essential  to  the  development 
of  women’s  theatre. 

Audiences  had  varied  reactions 
to  what  they  saw.  For  each  woman 
who  raved  about  something,  there 
seemed  to  be  someone  else  ranting. 
Most  agreed  that  poor  publicity. 


late  starts,  high  prices,  and  pro¬ 
grams  that  ran  too  long  detracted 
from  the  potential  quality  of  the 
festival. 

There’s  really  no  way  to  sum  up 
or  evaluate  so  many  performances 
and  works.  It  is  really  for  each  per¬ 
former,  writer,  director,  techie,  or 
producer  to  know  how  much  she 
gained  from  the  festival,  and  how 
much  she  shared  with  others.  One 
performer  told  GCN  that  she  was 
dissatisfied  with  her  performance, 
because  although  she  had  taken 
many  risks  in  making  herself  vul¬ 
nerable,  she  knew  that  she  had  not 
gone  as  far  as  she  would  have  liked 
to.  Theatre  is  an  incredible  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  women’s  self-expres¬ 
sion,  for  it  is  a  low-technology 
medium  that  allows  great  spontan¬ 
eity  and  immediate  response.  But, 
as  a  line  from  Sylvia  Plath’s 
“Three  Women”  put  it,  “It  is  a 
terrible  thing  to  be  so  open,  it  is  as 
if  my  heart  put  on  a  face  and 
walked  into  the  world.” 


Lyne  Waddington  (I)  and  Kellie  M.  Creed  (r)  reclaim  the  cow  for 
feminists  in  Les  Vaches  du  nuit. 


Sam 

continued  from  page  11 

Race 

People  of  color  have  never  had  a  chance 
in  Hollywood.  Actors  that  were  lucky 
enough  to  get  work  were  placed  in  demean¬ 
ing  roles.  Many  times  important  roles  of 
color  were  played  by  whites.  (Fredi  Wash¬ 
ington,  a  black  actress,  who  played  the  pa¬ 
thetic  passed-for-white  daughter,  Peola,  in 
the  1934  Imitation  of  Life,  had  almost  no 
career  because  she  was  not  dark  enough 
and  refused  to  really  pass  for  white  to  get 
parts.)  The  history  of  shuffling,  serving, 
and  fetching  are  all  too  painfully  obvious 
to  everyone  who  has  watched  movies. 

For  a  while  things  looked  better.  Holly¬ 
wood  found  that  there  was  a  black  market 
and  films  like  Shaft,  Cleopatra  Jones, 
Coffee,  and  Blacula  played  what  were 
commonly  called  “action  houses”  (i.e.  inner 
city).  But  the  genre  did  not  last  very  long 
and  the  situation  is  no  better  than  before. 
Most  of  the  black-ploitation  films  were 
poorly  made  “blackface”  versions  of  tradi¬ 
tional  Hollywood  garbage.  The  “action 
houses”  were  generally  old  theaters  that 
were  not  kept  up  and  gradually  began  to 
fall  apart  before  being  turned  into  more 
profitable  real  estate  like  parking  lots.  In 
retrospect  it  was  a  way  for  Hollywood  to 
make  a  quick  buck  and  blacks  are  once 
again  at  the  back  of  the  movie  bus. 

In  a  recent  Village  Voice  (Feb.  25,  1981) 
critic  Carrie  Rickey  has  a  perceptive  piece 
on  racism  in  new  films:  “White  Mischief: 
Hollywood  Reruns  Racism.”  She  lists  new 
films  -  Fort  Apache,  Borderline,  Charlie 
Chan  and  the  Curse  of  the  Dragon 
Queen,  Eyewitness,  Seems  Like  Old 
Times  —  and  examines  the  same  old  racist 
patterns  in  each  of  them.  People  of  color 
are  either  stupid  or  dangerous;  if  you  can’t 
laugh  at  them,  they’ll  probably  kill  you. 

One  of  the  earliest  movie  reviews  in  the 
New  York  Times  —  just  as  movies  were 
being  taken  seriously  —  referred  to  blacks 

as  “the  dusky  sons  of  Ham.”  Our  warped 

cultural  notions  of  “good”  and  “evil”  have 

an  inherently  religious  basis.  Like  evil  chil¬ 
dren  and  wanton  women,  people  of  color 
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hardly  ever  know  their  place  and  carry  a 
divinely  imposed  curse  upon  themselves.  It 
is  not  surprising  that  conservative  politi¬ 
cians  use  religion  to  justify  and  enforce 
their  positions.  This  connection  between 
Hollywood,  religion,  and  politics  extends 
back  to  the  earliest  days  of  film.  Birth  of  A 
Nation  was  based  upon  The  Clansmen,  a 
novel  by  Thomas  Dixon,  a  clergyman. 

Nation  —  probably  the  first  film  to  focus 
on  black  characters,  stereotypical  as  it  was 
—  praised  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  and  sug¬ 
gested  that  all  non-servile  blacks  (who 
were  by  implication  criminals  and  rapists) 
should  be  punished.  With  the  possible  ex¬ 
ception  of  Richard  Pryor,  there  are  almost 
no  black  stars  or  films  about  blacks  being 
made  in  Hollywood  today. 

We  have  moved  forward  enough  to  know 
that  we  cannot  go  back  to  old  forms  of  liv¬ 
ing  —  the  old  movie  plots  just  don’t  fit 
anymore:  no  one  is  going  to  believe  in  an 
Andy  Hardy  or  a  Blondie.  People  of  color, 
homosexuals,  women,  and  children  are 
making  their  voices  heard.  The  cultural  at¬ 
mosphere  in  which  the  New  Right  grew  — 
and  which  it  is  perpetuating  —  is  one  of 
scaring  people  back  into  their  places.  If 
there  is  going  to  be  a  throwback  to  an  ear¬ 
lier  form  it  may  well  be  —  as  novelist 
Thomas  Disch  predicted  —  The  Golddig- 
gers  of  1984,  the  happy,  mindless,  all- 
white,  male-run  totalitarianism. 

But  what  of  Edna  —  who  has  now  taken 
to  watching  the  Pope’s  recuperation  on 
TV.  Her  favorite  movie  is  Gone  With  The 
Wind  —  a  real  mouie-movie.  But  things 
have  changed  for  her  too.  In  the  ’50s  she 
was  shocked  by  Lana  Turner’s  love  affairs 
(after  all,  imagine  Lana’s  own  daughter 
having  an  affair  with  and  then  killing 
Lana’s  lover),  but  now  Liz’s  repeated  at- 
tempts  at  marriage  do  not  bother  her  a  bit. 
People,  like  times  —  and  movies  —  change. 

Movies  are  —  by  their  nature  —  larger 
than  life.  Their  influence  upon  generations 
has  been  incalculable.  Images  of  masculini¬ 
ty,  femininity,  family  life,  work,  play, 
happiness,  and  love  have  been  washed  over 
us  again  and  again.  Movies  have  created 


Conquering 
the  Territory 


Gay  Artists/Gay  Issues 

An  exhibition  featuring  the  works 
of  12  artists,  at  the  Media  Work¬ 
shop  Gallery,  367  Boylston  St.  6th 
floor,  Boston.  Opening  June  14, 
2-7  pm.  Gallery  hours:  Monday  - 
Friday  10-6,  Saturday  12-6,  video 
Monday-Friday  2-6.  Through 
June  27 

By  Rob  Schmieder 

What  might  have  brought  to¬ 
gether  a  group  of  artists  working 
in  media  ranging  from  fabric  silk- 
screening  to  color  Xerox  and  oils, 
who  are  drawn  to  such  disparate 
modes  of  expression  as  super¬ 
realism,  cartooning  and  gestural 
abstraction?  The  fact  that  they 
deal  with  “gay  issues”?  1  doubt  it. 

“Cookie  Jones,  Dyke  Detec¬ 
tive,”  a  comic  strip  about  a  lesbian 
in  the  city,  is  pretty  clearly  queer. 
Mirrors,  as  in  Tim  Blackburn’s 
comic  strip  “Eidolon”  and 
Noreen  Moglia’s  silkscreen,  “Dis¬ 
tortion  of  Destiny,”  are  con¬ 
ventionally  accepted  “gay” 
images:  gay  narcissism,  uncer¬ 
tainty  about  identity,  superfi¬ 
ciality  are  still  part  of  our  graphic 
image.  Erotica,  as  represented  by 
Sherry  Edwards’  lush  color 
Xeroxes  of  women  making  love, 
or  LaFramboise’s  linocut  “Man,” 
is  a  more  explicit  statement  of  gay¬ 
ness— but  is  erotica  any  more  a 
“gay”  issue  than  it  is  a  straight 
one? 

On  the  other  hand,  we  have 
Michael  Brodeur’s  paintings.  Bro- 


deur  worked  with  Philip  Guston 
during  his  residency  at  Boston 
University,  and  the  teacher’s 
concerns  with  a  subtly  articulated 
color  field  and  with  a  severely  lim¬ 
ited  iconography  are  seen  in  the 
student’s  paintings.  Brodeur’s 
paintings  are  amazing  for  the  sub¬ 
tleties  they  contain  within  a  tightly 
focused  frame.  In  an  early  still  life 
a  sea  shell  melts  into  a  white  plate, 
in  a  later  “Elegy  for  Philip  Gus¬ 
ton”  Brodeur’s  personal  palette  of 
green,  pink  and  pearl  grey  are  bro¬ 
ken  up  between  an  abstracted  cor¬ 
ner  of  a  building  and  a  dappled  sea 
of  treetops.  Brodeur  has  a  distinc¬ 
tive  personal  style,  and  is  well 
worth  following,  but  are  the  issues 
in  his  art  gay  issues? 

Marie  Favorito’s  color  Xeroxes 
are  part  of  her  documentation  of 
the  disappearing  buildings  of  the 
South  End.  Favorito  is  a  photo¬ 
grapher  who  decided  to  switch 
from  the  traditional  chemical 
painting  process  to  making  Xerox 
prints  of  her  photographs.  The 
results  vary  from  sharp,  natural- 
istically  colored  prints  to  defor¬ 
mations  that  evoke  un-building- 
like  associations— fruit,  fabric, 
light.  In  both  cases  the  Xerox  ren¬ 
dering  is  accomplished  with  a  sen¬ 
sitivity  that  makes  clear  her  affec¬ 
tion  for  the  buildings.  But  does  she 
deal  with  gay  issues? 

Is  gay  art  art  that  is  made  by  gay 
people,  or  is  it  art  that  deals  with 
Continued  on  Page  17 
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OPERA  HOUSE: 

Tuesday,  June  16, 1981 


COME  OUT  FOR 
THE  CHORUS. 


San  Francisco 
Gay  Men’s  Chorus 


TOURS 


T  alented  performers,  colorful  show¬ 
men  carrying  a  powerful  message  of 
pride. 

Come  out  for  the  Chorus  and  cele¬ 
brate  the  strength  and  vitality  of  our 
own  gay  culture. 

Don’t  miss  this  exciting  moment  in 
gay  American  history  —  and  an  even¬ 
ing  of  rousing  good  fun.  Don’t  miss  what 
thousands  have  called  “the  proudest 
night  of  our  lives.” 


TICKET  INFORMATION: 

Loge  (row  A-G) . $25.00 

Preferred  Orchestra  (row  A-R) . $15.00 

Orchestra  front  sides  and 

center  (row  S-W) . $12.50 

Orchestra  rear  sides  and 

center  (row  X-Z) . $10.00 

Center  Balcony  (row  H-R) . $10.00 

Balcony  (center  row  S-V 

and  sides  row  H-R) . $  8.00 

Balcony  (center  row  W-Y 

and  sides  row  S-Y) . $  6.00 

Advance  tickets  available  at  Boston 
Opera  House  box  office  and  THEATER 
CHARGE  outlets. 


THE  TOUR: 

SAN  FRANCISCO:  June  4 


DALLAS:  June  7 

MINN 


- IS:  June  8 

DETROIT;  June  11 


SEW  YORK;  June  13  - 

WASHINGTON.  D.C.:  June  18 


QncOLN.  NB:  June9 


BOSTON;  June  16 

ami  ilL£:  June  20" 


Foi  more  mlormation  on  the  tour  and  /or  specia  I  tundratsing  or 
social  events  you  or  your  organization  may  wish  to  sponsor  in 
conjunction  with  the  appearance  ot  the  San  Francisco  Gay 
Men  s  Chorus  please  write  to  SFGMC  TOURS  AMERICA  81  Box 
1 4665  San  Francisco.  CA  04114  or  call  (415)  864  0326 

Design:  The  Duck  House  Group,  Si! 
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Art  Show 

Continued  from  page  16 
issues  that  have  been  traditionally 
associated  with  gayness?  Most  gay 
art  shows  I  have  seen  seem  to  point 
at  the  latter  answer;  this  one  in  all 
its  profusion  seems  to  say  that  gay 
artists  can  do  anything.  Some,  like 
Brodeur,  Favorito  and  others  in 
the  show  are  exploring  new  ter¬ 
ritory  and  staking  a  claim  for  gay 
artists  in  the  history  of  art.  Others, 
like  Tim  Blackburn  with  his  Finely 
rendered  ink  drawings  or  Paul 
Volpe  with  his  large  superrealist 
canvas,  show  the  mastery  of  gay 
artists  in  territory  that  has  already 


Mitterand 

Continued  from  Page  14 
elections  for  June  to  try  to 
establish  a  majority  in  the 
National  Assembly. 

Mitterand’s  program  calls  for 
the  creation  of  200,000  jobs  in  the 
public  sector  to  fight  high  unem¬ 
ployment  rates,  as  well  as  various 


been  conquered. 

The  position  of  gay  artists  in  an 
aesthetic  continuum  made  up  of 
all  sorts  of  people  is  easy  to  see  and 
this  show  is  well  worth  seeing  for 
the  individual  gay  artists  who  are 
making  a  significant  contribution 
to  that  continuum.  Any  efforts  to 
draw  up  an  agenda  of  gay  issues 
from  this  show  will  probably  be 
disappointed,  however. 

The  show  also  features  video 
works  which  were  not  available  to 
me  for  viewing  at  press  time.  See 
schedule  above  for  times. 


efforts  to  reduce  economic  and 
social  inequalities  in  French  life. 
He  intends  to  nationalize  those 
banks  which  have  not  already 
been  taken  over,  as  well  as  several 
major  industries.  In  foreign 
policy,  Mitterand  will  maintain 
French  membership  in  NATO 


Sam 


Continued  from  page  16 

new  mythologies.  Because  they  are  big 
business  the  mythologies  promoted  by 
movies  have,  with  few  exceptions,  been 
conservative,  supporting  the  status  quo. 
Hollywood  has  created  an  America  that 
doesn’t  exist:  it  contains  no  homosexuals, 
independent  women,  people  of  color;  it  is  a 
reflection  of  what  those  in  power  want  to 
see. 

It  is  easy  for  people  to  turn  to  Holly¬ 
wood  for  their  own  life  scripts.  Walker  Per¬ 
cy’s  The  Moviegoer,  Manual  Puig’s  Be¬ 


trayed  by  Rita  Hayworth,  and  Billy 
Wilder’s  Sunset  Boulevard  all  chronicle 
what  happens  when  movies  become  “realer 
than  life.”  It  is  important  that  we  under¬ 
stand  our  lives  and  do  not  accept  Holly¬ 
wood's  version  of  them.  As  times  get 
tougher,  movies  —  with  their  easy  solu¬ 
tions  and  images  —  are  going  to  look  more 
and  more  attractive.  It  is  important  that 
we  know  who  and  what  we  are,  and  that 
we  retain  the  power  to  act,  and  make  our 
own  lives. 


while  pursuing  an  independent 
diplomatic  policy;  he  has  been 
more  pro-Israel  than  most  other 
French  politicians  and  has  called 
for  increased  assistance  to  the 
Third  World. 


WATERSHIP 
INN 

Relaxed  atmosphere  — ^ 

Central  location 

Complimentary  continental  breakfast 

P.O  Unx  9IH 
7  Winl hrop  Street 

Innkeepers:  Jim  Foss  I’rovineetown.  Mass.  02657 

Vince  Hilda  (617)  4870094 


For  the  Benefit  of 
WQMANEWS 

ALIX  DOBKIN 

inconcert 

with 

Latteta  Theresa 

Friday  June  26th  8  PM.  Sharp 

at 

Washington  Irving  High  School 
16th  Street  Irving  Place 
Tickets:  $6.50 


( SHORE) 

\houseJ 

15'/i  Shore  Road 
Ogunquit,  Maine  03907 
207/ 646-8654 

Stay  at  Ogunquit ’s  newest  guest  house 
and  enjoy  its  turn  of  the  century  charm 
and  grace.  Complimentary  continental 
breakfast  in  our  living  room  or  on  the 
veranda.  All  this  comfort  and  quiet 
near  the  heart  of  Ogunquit  —  just  a 
minute's  walk  to  the  town  and  beach. 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 


.STATION  423-434% 


Direct  from  New  York: 

Fred  Halstead’s  “Pieces  of  Eight” 
“Sex  Tool” 

“Truck  If’ 


Boston's  Best  All  Male  Show! 


‘USDA  Choice’ 


Serving  the  Gay  Community  Since  1974  . . . 

XANAPU  GRAPHICS 

Phototypesetting 

Visual  Display  Terminals  with  floppy  disk  memory 
Layout  and  Design  Service  ond  Consultation 
Camera  Ready  Mechanicals 

David  M.  Stryker  661  -6975 

140  Albany  Street,  Cambridge 


Sometimes  you  get 
more  than 
you’re  itching  for. 


Intimate  moments  can  make  for  pleasant  memories,  but  occasionally, 
something  a  lot  less  pleasant  lingers  as  well — crabs,  for  example.  Now  there’s 
RID,*  a  liquid  treatment  that  kills  crabs  in  10  minutes  and  provides  rapid  relief 
of  itching.  RID  contains  a  safe,  medically  proven  natural 
ingredient  at  almost  twice  the  concentration  of  the  leading 
non-prescription  product.  Each  package  also  includes 
an  instruction  brochure  and  fine-tooth  comb  for  lice  and  nit 
removal.  You  can  buy  RID  at  your  pharmacy  without  a 
prescription  and  begin  treatment  at  once. 

But  remember,  38%  of  the  people  with  crabs  have  been 
found  to  have  something  worse,  like  VD.  So  if  you  think 
you  may  have  been  exposed  to  something  more  than  crabs, 
see  a  doctor. 

RID— Safe, 
effective  treatment 
for  crabs. 

Pfipharmecs  Division.  Pfizer  Inc  .  New  York.  New  York  10017 


Kills  Lice  and 
Their  Eggs 
on  Contact 

HEAD  LICE 

CRAB  OR  PUBIC  LICE 
BOOYUCE _ 

Special  Comb 
Included 


loneliness... 

...despair... 

...suicide? 

Call  The  Samaritans  anytime. 

Boston:  (617)  247-0220 
Lawrence-.  (617)  688-6607 
Providence:  (401)  272-4044 
Cape  Cod:  (617)  548-8900 


3  years  (150  issues) 


These  rates  are  for  sub- 


$62.00 

2  years  (100  issues) 


scriptions  within  USA. 
Add  30%  for  foreign. 


$43.50 

1  year  (50  issues) 

$25.00  regular 

$17.50  low  income 
25  weeks 

$12.50 
12  weeks 
$6.00 


AMOUNTS  RECEIVED 
IN  EXCESS  WILL  BE 
CONSIDERED  DONA¬ 
TIONS,  WHICH  ARE 
GREATLY  APPRE¬ 
CIATED. 

□  NEW 

□  RENEWAL 


Name 

Address 


□  VISA 

□  MASTERCHARGE 

Name  _ _ 


CO 

£ 


03 


City _ State _ Zip _ 

Mail  with  payment  to: 

GCN  Subscriptions/22  Bromfield  St. /Boston  MA  02108 

□  1  am  donating  $ _ towards  a  free  subscription  for  a  prisoner. 

□  This  is  a  gift  subscription.  Please  send  a  gift  card. 

Where  did  you  hear  about  GCN? _ 

GCN  is  available  on  microfilm  for 
$22  volume  (individuals)/$28  (institutions) 
$160  complete  set  of  vols.  1-7 


Account  Number 


Expiration  Date 
Signature  _ 


E 

E 


All  subscriptions  are  sent  in  seated,  plain  envelopes.  Make 
check  or  money  order  payable  to  "GCN.  ”  Do  NOT  send 
cash  through  the  mails.  Our  subscriber  list  is  confidential, 
and  is  never  sold  or  used  except  for  mailing  GCN. 
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Classifieds- 

PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 

We  packed  lots  of  enjoyment  in 
And  you  guys  even  let  me  win! 

I  love  you  more  than  rabbits. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. _ 

Radical  Lesbian  Feminist  Terrorist- 
Comedy  Group,  June  21-27,  7pm,  ATA, 
314  W.  54  St.,  NYC,  $5,  Reservations: 
(212)477-6659. 

MATCH-MATE 

.  No  matter  what  it  is,  MATCH-MATE, 
Ltd.  can  supply  you  with  interesting 
leads  for  partnership,  marriage,  or 
someone  to  write  to.  A  transitional 
service,  at  no  cost  to  you.  Inquire  today, 
MATCH-MATE,  Ltd.,  Box  12408,  San 
Diego,  CA  921 12.  You'll  be  glad  you  did. 

  (2) 

LETTER-WRITING  TIME 
Angry  at  Mayor  White’s  firing  of  Robin 
MacCormack  &  removal  of  the  liaison 
position?  Don't  be  lazy.  Write  today  and 
send  documentation  to  Rotes  c/o  GCN. 
We  must  all  do  our  part  in  this 
response. _ 

Very  Warm  GWF  32  who  enjoys  life, 
love  &  giving  affection  wants  to 
respond  to  GF  who  feels  the  same 
caring  way!  Please  respond  warmly, 
GCN  Box  425. _ (1) 

GM  18-21 

To  spend  summer  in  Coastal  NC  at  the 
beach.  I’m  GWM  35.  Could  be  beneficial 
for  right  person.  Write  RD,  PO  Box  911, 
Wilmington,  NC  28401, _ (47) 

RAY  IN  MED  SCHOOL 
We  danced  at  Chaps  May  30,  made 
small  talk.  I’d  really  like  to  see  you 
again.  If  interest  is  mutual,  leave  #  for 
Mike  at  492-2718.  Thanks. _ (47) 

GAYS  MENS’  SUPPORT  GROUP 
Free  ongoing  group  has  a  few  open¬ 
ings.  If  you  are  seeking  support  for 
related  issues,  have  a  sense  of  humor 
and  a  sense  of  commitment  to  self  and 
growth,  please  write  GCN  425. 


TIRED  OF  BARS? 

Are  you  an  intelligent  gay  man  or 
woman  who  would  like  to  meet 
other  intelligent  people? 

Are  you  looking  for  a  new  relation¬ 
ship,  a  lover,  friends,  or  room¬ 
mates? 

Hundreds  and  hundreds  of  our 
members  would  like  to  get  to  know 
you. 

Serving  Greater  Boston  —  Massa- 

chusetts  —  New  England  —  and 
most  areas  nationwide. 

CALL  CONTACT  (TM) 

(212)  232-5500 
Mon-Thurs  1  pm  -  8  pm 


SERVICES 


Opportunities  in  real  estate— joint 
ventures,  condo  conversions — multi  to 
single  families.  Capital  needed.  Ja- 
maica  Plain  Real  Estate  524-5464.  (45) 

LESBIAN  COMING  OUT  GROUP 
Eight  week  group  dealing  with  coming 
out  issues  beginning  July  i  in  Rhode 
Island.  For  info  call  (401)  <M3-4279  Ellen 
Kinstead,  MSW,  Marie  Madden,  MSW  or 
write  Box  312,  77  Ives  St.,  Providence, 
5L _ (47) 


BELLVILLE  AND  ASSOCIATES 

Copley  Square 
Individual,  Group,  Couples  & 
Family  Counseling; 
Career  Assessment 
Assertiveness  Training 
By  &  For  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
(617)  266-1450 


PSYCHOTHERAPY  GROUP  FOR 
GAY  PROFESSIONALS 

Therapy  group  for  gay  professionals 
(men)  now  being  formed  by  a  licensed 
clinical  psychologist.  Gay  &  general 
issues  of  personal  adjustment,  relation¬ 
ships,  &  self-conception.  For  more  info 
re  group  call  Dr.  Meshoulam,  491-3801 
or  write  GCN  Box  419.  Blue  Shield  & 
other  health  insurance  payments  ac¬ 
cepted. 

No  time  to  paint,  paper,  fix  it?  For  qual¬ 
ity  home  repair,  restoration,  decoration 
call  Will  265-0348  day  or  night. _ (25) 


THERAPEUTIC  MASSAGE 

Blending  of  Swedish,  Esalen 
Shiatsu  &  Reflexology 
Techniques 

Joe  (617)  262-1000  ext  298 

Hours:  Tues.-Sat.,  12-7 


DIELANOV:  ARTIST 
Professional  artist  serving  gay  com¬ 
munity.  Portraiture  speciality,  for  info 
call  lan(617)  327-3018.  Lv  message  if 
nec. _ (AT) 

MASSAGE  THERAPY 
Healing  synthesis  of  shiatsu  (acupres¬ 
sure),  muscular  work,  and  reflexology 
(foot  massage).  Mick  Hazen  522-9164 

(48) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPHY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  965-1311  lor  appt. 


ARADIA  COUNSELING 

Now  Forming  Groups  For 
Women  Coming  Out 
Bisexual  Women 
Lesbian  Growth  and  Support 
Lesbians  with  Commitments 
To  Boy  Children 

LOCATED  IN  KENMORE  SQUARE 
247-4861  x58 


ROOMMATES 


COUPLES  GROUP 
Now  Forming 

BELLVILLE  &  ASSOCIATES 
Copley  Square 
(617)266-1450 
For  Further  Information 

Insurance  Accepted 


Feminist  Therapist 
Experienced,  Supportive,  Discreet 
Joyce  Fishman,  RN-AASECT  Certified 
Reasonable  Fees.  655-8618  Eves. 


ASSERTIVENESS  TRAINING 
Monday  Evenings  8-9:30 
Six  Weeks  —  Starts  June  29 
THERAPY  GROUP  FOR  GAY  MEN 
Meets  During  the  Day 
Great  For  Those  Who 
Work  Evenings  or  Nights 
BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 
Copley  Square 
(617)  266-1450 


MARRIED  MEN  GAY/BI  GROUP 
You  are  not  alone!  Therapy  group  for 
Gay/Bi  married  men  forming  to  focus 
on  related  issues.  Call  Francis 
Giambrone,  MA  661-4070  or  451-1398. 
- - -  (28) 


Wkg  quiet  GM  sks  respons  M  rmte  to 
share  sunny  Park  Dr  3  rm  apt,  10  min 
walk  to  Pru,  2  min  to  Fenway  T.  Nice 
nghborhd.  Avail  7/1.  No  drugs.  $190/mo 
incht/hw.  Eves  (617)  536-9557,  (47) 

LF  sks  same  to  share  sunny  3  br  apt  in 
Mission  Hill.  Have  1  cat,  more  OK,  $150 
pis.  Avail  after  June  15.  Elizabeth 
427-2266. _ (47) 

House  in  W.  Somerville  looking  for  1 
lesbian.  Loose  but  friendly  collective. 
No  pets,  no  smoking.  628-7275  eves.  (5) 

LF  seeking  to  share  comfortable  apt  in 
Dracut.  Country  setting  30  mins  to  Bos¬ 
ton.  $150  heat  incl.  Prefer  25  pis.  (617) 
459-3328.  Persevere. _ (47) 

3  LF  sk  4th  for  Aug.  1.  Need  flexible, 
open  30  pis,  cat-loving  woman.  Non- 
smoker,  no  drugs.  648-0772  or  643-2392. 
_ (47) 

GF  24  responsible  nonsmoker,  moving 
to  Boston  area,  sks  to  join  lesbian 
household  any  time  before  8/15.  Please 
call  Fran  (617)437-9588. _ (47) 

LF  WNTD  FOR  SUMMER  SUBLET 
2  LF’s  sk  3rd  for  3  bdrm  apt,  poss  option 
to  renew.  Sublet  avail  now!  Nr  Inman 
Sq,  rent:  $133  pis  utils.  For  more  info 
call  492-4029. _ (4^ 

2  LFS  SEEK  TO  SHARE  SPACE 
2  working  LFs  (34  &  32)  need  living 
situation.  Seek  compatible 
roommate(s)  in  co-op  or  semi-indepen- 
dent  setting.  Call  787-1455. _ (48) 

Four  feminist/socialist  lesbians  sk  5th 
lesbian  rmte.  Hse  in  W.  Somville,  near 
Mass.  Ave.  $200/mo  inc  everything. 
Yard,  garden,  dog.  Prefer  age  25  pis. 
Pref  non  smoker.  Int  collectives. 
776-3340. _ (50) 

M  or  F  rmte  wntd  to  share  8  rm  apt  in 
Malden,  w/2  GM  students.  $115  pis  util. 
12  min  to  Bos  via  T.  No  heavy  drugs  or 
pets.  Quiet,  neat,  responsible  &  deter¬ 
mined  individuals  may  call  (617)  321- 
2094,  Sal  or  David. _ (48) 

LF  sks  2  of  same  to  shr  cmftble  hse  in 
Wellesley.  $250+ shr  of  util.  Avail 
immed  235-6543  if  no  ans  pis  try  again 
•later. _ (43) 

F  musician  writer  athlete  sks  F  w/simi- 
lar  interest  to  share  Comm  Av  apt  in 
Brighton.  June  15-Jul  1  till  Sept 
w/option  for  fall  lease.  738-921 3.  (44) 

LESBIAN  ROOMMATE  WANTED 
Lesbian  wanted  to  share  sunny  2  bdrm 
apt  in  Gloucester.  162.50  pis  util. 
281-1543  keep  trying  I'm  hard  to  reach, 
no  tobacco  please.  Avail  7/1, _ (47) 

DORCHESTER  MELVILLE  PARK 
GM  wanted  to  share  Ig  apt  on  Red  Line 
near  stores,  banks,  etc.  Pay  Va  rent  & 
util.  Nice  area,  gay  owned,  6/1. 
825-5009,  lv  message  &  phone.  (47) 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 
GF  sks  same  to  share  Ig  sunny  Som¬ 
erville  apt  close  to  MBTA.  Clean  safe 
bldg.  Avail  immed.  $125  pis  util. 
628-2705  after  6  pm.  (47) 

Melville  Pk  Dorchester  hse  share  Ig  12 
rm  Victorian  hse,  comf,  well  equipped, 
near  Red  Line  $185  &  sec.  436-1538. 
Paul,  8-9:30  am  &  eves.  _  (47) 

Seeking  woman  for  comfy  2  bdrm 
Inman  Sq  area  apt.  $168  Inc  ht.  Pis  bring 
your  cat  along!  Pamela  497-1311  (H> 
491-3129  (W). _ (47) 

GM,  prof,  sks  similar  to  share  3  bed  rm 
house  on  Hyde  Park/Milton  line,  on  T 
bus  line,  nr  Rte  128,  quiet  neighbor¬ 
hood,  Ige  yd,  porch,  fireplace.  $185/mo 
inc  ht  &  util.  Bill  361-6571,  eves  & 
wknds.  (46) 
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FOR  SALE 


SCANDINAVIAN  DESIGN 
42”  round  solid  maple  butcher  block 
dining  table  $125.  Carl  236-1292.  (47) 


RESORTS 


WANTED 


FILM  ON  HOMOPHOBIA 
Gay  &  lesbian  film  project  wishes  to 
speak  w/you  if  you  have  experienced 
the  death  of  long  term  lover.  Especially 
interested  in  older  gay  men  &  lesbians. 
PO  Box  385.  Camb.  MA  02139  (47) 

We  would  like  to  start  a  support  group 
of  lesbian  women  presently  involved  in 
the  process  of  becoming  mothers.  522- 
9609  eves  or  wknds. _ (49) 


REAL  ESTATE 


Tired  of  paying  high  rent?  Own  your 

own  home.  Low  $  down.  Low  interest 
rates  for  qualified  buyers.  Home 
ownership  counseling  free  for  Jamaica 
Plain  buyers.  Sat-Thurs  10-5.  Jamaica 
Plain  Real  Estate  524-5464. _ (50) 

APARTMENTS 

SUMMER  SUBLET — BROOKLINE 

2  bdrm  apt  nr  Jamaica  Pd  &  T.  Porches, 
piano,  free  parking,  yard.  Avail  June 
30-Sept.  4.  Rent  $300/mo  inc  utils 
739-1430.  _  (47) 

Dorch/Ashmont.  Very  large,  sunny, 
quiet,  hrdwd  fir,  2  bdrm,  2  porch,  liv  & 
dining  rm,  mod  bath,  huge  kit  &  pantry 
Avail  imm.  2  min  toT,  Jaye  288-3851.(48) 

COMPATIBLE  3  DECKER 
Dor  Savin  Hill  nrT  mod  kit  &  bath  prefer 
les/fem  4  rms  $300  unheated.  Sec  dep 
(617)436-2226.  (47) 

INSTRUCTION  ~ 

SELF  DEFENSE  SEMINARS 

Efficient  4  session  courses  for  gay  men 
&  women  presented  by  the  JP  Karate 
School  showing  how  to  avoid,  escape, 
or  disable  an  assailant.  $35.  Times  to  be 
arranged.  (617)  524-7560, _ (47) 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

SUMMER  RENTAL 

House  in  Ipswich  walk  to  beach  Ig 
private  yard,  fireplace,  Ig  bdrm,  w/bth. 
Avail  June,  Jul,  Aug  by  month  or  sea¬ 
son.  $250/mo  inc  all.  (617)  356-2554. 
Keep  trying. _ (43) 

JOBS^WANTED 

SUMMER  JOB  WANTED 

College  student  needs  summer  job, 
poss  pt  in  fall  too.  Interests:  arts, 
community  service.  Type  65  wpm.  Flex- 
ible  hrs.  Pis  call  Suzi  926-7675.  (47) 

LOST  AND  FOUND 

FOUND— THE  CAUSE  OF  WAR 

Competing  brands  of  mental  health  — 
Chrlstian-Jewlsh-Moslem-Soviet  etc. 
The  Amer  religion  teaches  a  difrnt 
attitude  toward  mental  health.  Contribs 
honored,  others  blessed.  A.R.  754 
Braxton,  Madison,  Wl  53715.  ‘  (47) 


Clean,  Comfortable,  Inexpensive 
Convenient  To  All,  Friendly 
CARL’S  GUEST  HOUSE 
68  Bradford, 

Provlncetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-1650 
May  thru  November 


Aspasia  Guest  House  —  womon  owned 
&  operated,  cntrl  loc,  shrd  bath,  pkng, 
reasonable  rates,  928  Bradford  St, 
Provlncetown,  MA  (617)  487-2511.  (48) 


Reasonably  Priced 

Guest  Rooms,  Cottages  &  Apartments 
At  the  New  NORMANDY  HOUSE 
184  Bradford,  Provincetown  MA  02657 
(617)487-1197 


P'Town’s  Watership  Inn 
Friendly,  cozy,  centrally  located. 
Most  rooms  private  bath.  Brochure. 

7  Winthrop  St. 

Provincetown,  MA  02657.  (49) 

THE  ANDREWS  INN 
Bring  your  lifestyle  with  you. 

A  perfect  place  for  lovers! 

Call  now  for  reservations  or 
Free  Brochure  (802)  463-3966.  (3) 


SUMMER  ’81  UPCOUNTRY  NH 
First  Class  Country  Inn.  Award  winning 
dining/pub,  tennis,  swimming,  golf 
attractions  color  brochure  write  Box  W, 
Mt  Washington  Valley,  Jackson  Village, 
NH  03846.  _ (47) 


MOVERS 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
With  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist 
Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year 
No  overtime  charges.  354-2184  (c) 


JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

GAYS  IN  MANAGEMENT 
Earn  what  you  are  really  worth.  No  one 
can  stop  you  if  you  want  it  badly 
enough.  Those  interested  call:  eves: 
Boston  area  (617)  884-3340;  North  Shore 
(617)  595-3012;  South  Shore  (617) 
769-4306. _ (48) 

WOMEN’S  ORG  SEEKS 
Office  Assistant  interested  in  promot¬ 
ing  women  in  trade  &  technical  jobs. 
Rsponsibilities  include:  phone  referral, 
receiving  &  assisting  walk-in  clients, 
general  office  duties.  Typing  not 
necessary.  Prefer  worker  w/knowledge 
of  Boston  area  women’s  resources.  9-5, 
M-F.  Start  June  22.  $195/wk.  Michelle, 
Women’s  Enterprises,  266-2243.  (47) 

MEDICAL  RECEPTIONIST 
Busy  Gay-oriented  clinic.  Exp  in  health 
setting  preferred.  Excellent  benefits 
and  $9K  salary.  Send  vita  to  FCHC,  16 
Haviland  St„  Boston,  MA  02115.  (48) 

COUNSELORS  NEEDED 
To  volunteer  at  Women’s  Counseling 
and  Resource  Center  in  Cambridge. 
Counseling  experience  necessary.  For 
more  info  492-8568,  lv  message.  (48) 

OUTREACH-FUNDRAISING 
9  to  5  a  direct  action  organization  con¬ 
cerned  w/employment  problems  faced 
by  working  women  is  seeking  individ¬ 
uals  to  do  community  outreach  &  fund¬ 
raising.  (61 7)  536-6003. 


PEACE  WORK 

American  Friends  Service  Committee, 
NH  Office,  seeks  staff  worker  for 
independent  educating  and  organizing 
for  peace  and  human  rights.  Commit¬ 
ment  to  nonviolence.  Apply  imrnedi; 
ately:  AFSC,  Box  1081,  Concord,  NH 
03301 .  Affirmative  Action  employer.  (47) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

NH  LAMBDA  “ 

Box  1043,  Concord,  NH  03301 .  Concord: 
224-3875,  746-3339;  Dover/Portsmouth’ 
431-1541.  CRISIS  LINE:  483-2592,  Sun, 
Mon,  Wed  6-9  pm.  A  statewide  organi¬ 
zation,  meeting  the  third  .Saturday  of 
every  month.  Support,  education,  and 
political  action,  since  1976. _ (45) 

MEN  IN  LOVE  WITH  BOYS 
BOYS  IN  LOVE  WITH  MEN  ‘ 

You  are  not  alone.  Join  us.  For  more 
information  write:  NAMBLA,  PO  Box 
174-M,  NYC.  NY  10018, _ (g/g) 

GAY/LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities 
include  religious  observances, 
discussions,  potluck  dinners,  folk 
dancing,  etc.  For  events,  check  GCN 
calendar,  call  628-3986  or  524-1617  or 

write  PO  Box  11,  Camb  MA  02138.  (36) 

BOSTON  LESBIAN/GAY  CATHOLICS 

Lesh',y//r>S,°n  sponsors  a  liturgy  for 
Lesbian/Gay  and  concerned  Catholics 

every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street 

Arlionf1  (Bc?,0n,'Ii9ht  side  entrance  on 
Arlington  St.,  at  5:30  pm.  For  Info  call 
Dignity/Boston  M-F  7-10  pm.  Sun  25 
pm,  536-6518.  DIGNITY/BOSTON  355 
Boylston  St,  Boston,  MA  02114. 

D.O.B. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  Old  Camb  Bap.  Raps 
every  Tues&Thurs,  8  pm.  35+  raps  2nd 
Weds  &  last  Fri,  8  pm.  Softball  all 
Sundays,  3  pm,  thru  Oct,  Magazine 
Field.  Bi-monthly  magazine  FOCUS 
$8.00.  Monthly  social  &  fund-raising 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. _ (c) 

PUBLICATIONS 

NEW  LESBIAN/FEMINIST  BOOK - 

,rom  lesbian  mothers, 
their  lovirs,  &  children.  An  anthology  of 

®ssay®' st°rles’  poems.  SASE  to:  Nem- 

33  14  wmXi341323,  Coral  Gab,es- 

laP*S'  0eM“™ 

Free  copy— exciting  new  gay  mag  w/72 
pp.  Pers°nals’  humor,  film,  tv,  punk 

Dale  WMa  Fre!  100  Wd  P®rs°nal!  Bill- 
ale  Marcinko,  ed,  In-Betweena,  153 
George  st-GC,  New  Brunswick,  NJ 

° - (48) 

The  works  of  Mat  Wolfe:  Clever  Coinci¬ 
dentals,  $20;  Coco  Comes  Out,  $20- 
Clayton's  Sorrow,  $20;  Cq>w  'n  Co..  $35’ 

02104  lnk  lnC'  h®*  1384,  B°St0n’  MA 


J22) 


FACTS  YOU  SHOULD  KNOW 
ABOUT  HERPES 

New  Manual  by  Physician 
Just  Published 

At  last  clear  practical  up-to-date 
information  on  prevention  and 
treatmenL  $5.00  postpaid  (mailed  in 
plain  .envelope).  Supply  limited. 
CONSULTANT,  Box  300  (cl)  Kenil¬ 
worth,  IL  60043. 
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Quick  Gay  Guide 

Boston  Area  (61 7) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 


Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  338-9472 

128ATremont  St.  (4th  Floor)  (Hotline)  428-9371 

BAGALS  (Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay  Schoolworkers) 
P.O.  Bo»  178,  Astor  St.,  Boston.  02123 
Black  Men-White  Men  Social/Support  Group 
c/o  GCN.  Bon  1,  22  Bromfield  St.  Boston  02108 
Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
do  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  22  Bromfield  St. 

Boston,  02108  542-0144 

Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  History  Project 
do  R.  Skiba,  75  Chandler  St.,  No.  5,  Boston  02116 
The  Cauldron  (Theater)  22  Randolph  St.  876-8819 

Chiltern  Mountain  Club  247-1206 

Box  104,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston  02114 
El  Comite  Latino  de  lesbianas  y  homosexuals  de  Boston 
P.O.  Box  365,  Cambridge.  02139  354-1755 

GAY  HOTLINE  (6pm-Mid.)  426-9371 

Frenz  &  Luwers  Assoc..  P.O.  Box  298,  Boston  02123 
Gay  Professional  Men’s  Group  944-4818 

Gay  Recreational  Activities  Committee 

Box  8774,  Boston  02114  327-2620 

Gay  Speakers  Bureau,  P.O.  Box  2232, 

Boston  02107  354-0133 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdancing  661-7223 

do  GCN  Box  5„22  Bromfield  St..  Boston,  MA  02108 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Hotline  (6-12pm,)  426-9371 

Merrymount  Music  Soc.,  Box  401,  104  Charles  St. 
Boston02114  236-4888 

Outreach  Institute,  Box  368,  Kenmore  St.,  02215  277-3454 
Parents  of  Gays  542-5188  (days),  426-9371  (nights) 

Project  Place  267-9150 

POLITICAL/LEGAL _ 

BLAGMAR  (Boston  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 

Against  the  Right) 

do  GCN,  Box  4,  22  Bromfield  St„  Boston  02108 
B.U.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Association  236-4710 

B.U.  Law  School,  755  Comm.  Ave. 

Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus, 
do  GCN,  Box  2,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  02108 
Civil  LibertiesnUnion  of  Mass.  742-8020 

GLAD  (Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 
and  Defenders),  2  Park  Sq.  426-1350 

Harvard  Committee  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Issues 
Roscoe  Pound  Hall,  Cambridge,  02138 
Lesblan/Gay  Prisoner  Project 
do  GCN,  22  Bromfield,  Boston  02108 
Robin  MacCormack,  Mayor's  Office 
Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus 
Box  179, 118  Mass.  Ave.  Boston  02115 
National  Lawyers  Guild,  120  Boylston  St. 

Boston  021 16 


542-5415 


STUDENT 


Gay  People  at  BU,  do  Program  Resources  Office 

George  Sherman  Union,  Boston  University. 

Gay/Lesbian  Concern  Group  of  Boston  College 
Haley  House  —  BC,  Chestnut  Hill  MA  02167  262-2473 

Gay  People’s  Group,  UMass/Boston 
(Harbor  Campus),  Bldg  1, 4th  fl,  Rm  178  287-1900x2169 

Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  Info.  495-5476 

Gays  at  MIT,  Rm.  50-306,  Cambridge  02139  253-5440 

Northeastern  U.  Lambda 
255  Ell  Ctr.,  N.U.,  Boston  02115 
Tufts  Gay  Community,  do  Student 
Activities  Office,  Medford  02155 

WOMEN  _ _ 

Aradia  Counseling  for  Women,  520  Comm  Ave 
(Kenmore  Sq.)  247-4861  x58 

Cambridge  Women’s  Center  354-8807 

Counterpoint  Publ.,  Box  CY  442,  400  Comm.  Ave., 

Boston  02215 

Daughters  of  Bilttls,  1151  Mass.  Ave.,, 

Cambridge  021 38  661-3633 

Gay  Professional  Women’s  Assn., 

Box  306,  Boston  U  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Janus  Counseling  for  Lesbians, 

21  Bay  St.,  Cambridge  661-2337 

Lesbian  Liberation,  c/o  Women's  Center  354-8807 

Massachusetts  Feminist  Federal  Credit  Union 
1861*  Hampshire  St.,  Camb.  661-0450 

Miriam  Rosenberg  (counseling)  1-358-7512  . 

National  Organization  for  Women 
99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.,  Cambridge  02139  661-6015 

Tufts  Women’s  Center  628-5000x793 

Womanspace,  636  Beacon  St.  (Kenmore  Sq.)  267-7992 

Women's  Alcoholism  Program, 

1348  Cambridge  St.,  Cambridge  021 39  661-1316 

Women’s  Community  Health  Center, 

639  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge  547-2302 

RELIGIOUS _ 

524-1617 
628-3986 
536-6518 


AmTikva 

P.O.  Box  11,  Cambridge,  02138 
Dignity,  355  Boylston  St„  Boston  02114 
Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns,  5  Longfellow  Pk.,  Cambridge  497-1254 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208  262-3057 

Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People  536-3788 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664 

Fr.  Paul  Shanlay  (Exodus  Center)  964-0996 

Unitarian  Universalists  Office  of  Gay  Concerns 
25  Beacon  St. ,  Boston  021 08  742-2100 

MEDIA 


542-5679 


787-1084 

661-7534 

426-4469 

661-7534 

658-6494 

542-5679 

494-8810 

924-0336 

666-0350 

661-6975 


Alyson  Publ.,  75  Kneeland,  Boston 
Boston’s  Other  Voice,  WROR,  98.5FM 
Closet  Space  WCAS  (740  AM)  Katherine:  723-6327 

Common  Ground,  WMBR,  88.1FM 
Esplanade 
Fag  Rag 

Gay  Community  News 
Good  Gay  Poets 

Hit  Parade,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston,  021 14 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates 
c/o  GCN.  22  Bromfield,  02108 
Musically  Speaking  (WMBR  88.1FM,  Sun.  1-3) 

Melanie 

Persephone  Press 
Box  7222,  Watertown  02172 
Women's  Educ.  Media,  47  Cherry  St. 

Somerville  02144 

Xanadu  Graphics,  143  Albany,  Camb.  02139 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING _ 

Alcoholics  Anonymous  426-9444 

Belvllle  S  Assoc.  266-1450 

Boston  Gay  Nurses  Alliance/Gay 
Health  Workers,  Box  673.  Randolph  02368 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center  267-7573 

Gay  AlAnon  (families  of  alcoholics)  843-5300 

Gay  Nurses'  Alliance/East 
P.O.  Box  673,  Randolph.  MA  02368 
Gender  Identity  Service  864-8181 

Homophile  Alcoholism  Treatment  Service  542-5188 

Homophlle  Community  Health  Service  542-5188 

Mass  Bay  Counseling 

31  Channing  St.,  Newton  Comer02158  965-1311 

Sexual  Health  Centers  of  N.E.,  Inc., 

739  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02116  2663444 

Tapestry  Counseling  Inc., 

20  Sacramento  St„  Cambridge.  661-0248 

Tufts  Skin  Care  Clinic  (VD  treatment)  9565293 

Turley  &  Assoc.,  31  Channing  St„  Newton,  02158  9662040 
Volz/Taylor,  MD  Lesbian  &  Gay  Medicine 
1755  Beacon  St„  Brookline  232-1459 

M.  Zucker,  acupuncture 

1 73  Mt.  Auburn,  Cambridge  924-3332 

BOOKS/BARS _ 

G  lad  Day  Book  Shop,  22  Bromfield  542-01 44 

New  Words,  186  Hampshire,  Cambridge02139  8765310 
Red  Bookstore,  136  River  St„  Camb.  4916930 

Buddies.  733  Boylston  St.  262-2480 

Chaps,  27  Huntington  Ave.  2667778 

Delivery  Entrance,  12  Wilton  St.  783-5701 

Elbow  Room,  100  Chandler  (at  Clarendon)  3386447 

Harry's  Place,  45  Essex  St.  482-9040 

Boston  Ramrod,  1254  Boylston  St.  2662986 

Jacques,  79  Broadway  3369066 

Kimmles  Disco,  237  Mass.  Ave.,  Camb.  3546166 

Napoleon  Club,  52  Piedmont  St.  3367547 


119  Merrimac 

Paradise,  1 80  Mass.  Ave.  (Cambridge)  864-4 1 30 

Ptayland,  21  Essex  St.  338-7254 

Skippers,  252  Boylston  St.  262-5735 

Somewhere,  296  Franklin  St.  423-7730 

Sporter’s  Cafe,  228  Cambridge  St. 

Together,  110  Boylston  St.  426-0086 

Club  Boston  (Gay  men’s  baths),  4  LaGrange  St.  426 1 451 

Eastern  Mass.  (61 7) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 


7560730 


342-5117 

7463848 

4876387 

471-7100 


8516711 

753-8360 


725-4410 

4716404 


Central  Middlesex  Social  Club. 

Box  470,  Maynard  01754 
Frenz  &  Luwers,  Box  213,  W.  Boylston,  01583 
Gay  Hotline 

Mass.  Teachers  Assoc  JGay  Rights  Caucus 
P.O.  Box  75,  New  Salem  01355 
Montachusett  Gay  Alliance,  Fitchburg 
North  Shore  Gay  Alliance 
Box  806,  Marblehead.  01915 
Provincetown  24-Hour  Drop-in  Center 
Survival  Crisis  Line 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Dignity  Merrimack  Valley 
P.O.  Box  321,  Methuen  01844 
MCC  Worcester,  2  Wellington  St„ 

WOMEN _ 

Everywoman's  Center,  Box  949,  14  Center 
St.,  Provincetown  02657  (46pm) 

Lesbian  Support  Group,  Mercy  Otis  Warren  Women's 
Center,  298  Main  St.,  Hyannis  02601  7716739 

New  Bedford  Women's  Clinic  999-1570 

Origins,  Inc.,  A  Women's  Center 

169  Boston  St.,  Salem  01970  7465873 

The  Women's  Bookstore,  1087  Main,  01603  791-5127 

Women’s  Meeting  House.  89  Downing  St.  01610  752-5905 

STUDENT  _ _ 

Clark  U.  Gay  Alliance,  950  Main,  A-70 
Gay  Outreach  Assoc,  for  Lowell  (Unlv.)  Students 
South  Campus,  Student  Union  Rm  348  453-3804 

Salem  State  Gay  Task  Force 
Salem  St.  College,  Salem  01970  745-0556  (ext.  209) 

Western  Mass.  (41 3) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Berkshire  County  Gay  Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1562,  Pittsfield 

01201,  Berkshire  County  Info  447-7818 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Men's  Counseling  Collective 
406F  Student  Union,  UMass,  Amherst  5462645 

Help  Line  1  6646391,6646392 

Pioneer  Valley  People's  Gay  Alliance 
Box  181,  Northampton,  01061  ,  5865979 

Together,  Box  427,  Forest  Park  Sta.,  Springfield  01108 

WOMEN  _ 

Common  Woman  Club,  78  Masonic  St.,  ’  ' 

Northampton  01060  584-4580 

Everywoman's  Center,  Amherst  .  5460883 

Franklin  Cty.  Lesbian  Alliance 
P.O.  Box  235,  Deerfield  0T342 
Gay  Women's  Caucus.  Amherst  5463438 

Lesbians  United 

33  Pearl  St  ,  Pittsfield,  01201  499-2425 

New  Alexandria  Lesbian  Llbrafy  i 

P.O.  Box  111,  Huntington  01050 
Southwest  Women's  Center  5460626 

Valley  Lesbian  Alliance  6664706;  2563082, 774-5464 
Women’s  Media  Project  (WMUA,  91. 1FM)  5462876 

Womonfyre  Books  5866445 

RELIGIOUS 

Dignity/Springfield,  P.O.  Box  1604  Springfield  01 101 

STUDENT  _ _ 

Lesbian  &  Gay  Men's  Counseling  Collective 
406 F  UMass  Student  Union,  Amherst  5462645 

Lesbian  Union,  920  Campus  Center, 

UMass,  Amherst  01003  5463438 

People's  Gay  Alliance,  RSO  368  Student 
,  Union,  UMass,  Amherst,  01002  5460154 

Williams  Gay  Peoples  Union 
S.U.  Box  3212,  Williams  College,  Wllliamstovvn  01267 

Connecticut  (203) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Conn.  Gay  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  1139, 

New  Haven  06505 

Gay  Switchboard,  Hartford,  M-S  1-11  pm, 

Sun  1-5  pm,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Switchboard,  New  Haven, 

P.O.  Box  72, 06501 
M-FBIIpm 

Gay  Spirit  (WWUH,  91.3FM)  Thurs  8:30pm 
Gay  Youth 

George  W.  Henry  Foundation  (counseling), 

45  Church  St.,  Hartford  06103 
Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  &  Gay  Taskforce 
Institute  of  Social  Ethics/Gay  National  Archives, 

One  Gold  St.,  Suite  22-BC,  Hartford  06T03  547-1281 

NAMBLA/CT  6246869 


522-5575 


6246869 

6246889 

522-2646 

249-7691 


WOMEN 


Gay  Women's  Collective,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

Box  U-1 18,  UConn,  Storrs  06268 
Heartroots  Feminist  Therapy  Collective, 

214  Laurel  St.,  Hartford  06105 
Shorelinewoman 

Women's  Center,  Hartford,  57  Pratt  St., 

Rm  301,  Hartford  06103 
Women's  Center,  Manchester  Community 
College,  P.O.  Box  1046,  Manchester,  06040 
Women's  Center,  UConn,  Box  U-1 18, 

Storrs  06828 

Women’s  Center,  Wesleyan,  Box  WW, 
Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown  06457 
Women's  Liberation  Center,  New  Haven, 

614  Orange  St.,  New  Haven  06510 


486-4738 

522-2763 

747-5451 

481-3575 

525-2382 

646-4900 

486-4738 

347-9411 

436-2488 


Rhode  Island  (401) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 


WOMEN 


STUDENT 


527-3151 


486-2273 

347-9411 

865-2802 

442-7458 


Eros,  Gay  Students  at  Trinity  College 
c/o  Chaplain’s  Office,  Hartford  06106  ' 

Gay  Alliance  at  Yale, 

P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta.,  New  Haven  06520 
Gay  Alliance,  UConn,  Box  U6,  Storrs,  06268 
Gay  Alliance,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown,  06457 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  So.  Conn.  St.  College, 

386  Sherman  Ave.,  New  Haven  06511 
Gay  Community,  Conn.  College 
PO.  Box  1295,  New  London  06320 
Gay  Student  Ctr.  Yale 
Box  2031,  New  Haven  06520 
Lesbian/Gay  Student  Alliance  UConn 
W.  Hartford  061 17 

Lesbians,  Wesleyan,  do  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  St.,  Middletown  06457 
Yalesbians,  P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta., 

New  Haven  06520 

RELIGIOUS 

Dignity/Falrfleld  County,  ~ 

P.O.Box  348,  Belden  Sta.  Norwalk,  06850 
Dignity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  72,  Hartford  06141  233-8325 

Dignity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  285,  West  Haven  06516 
Integrity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  3681 

Central  Sta.,  Hartford  06103 

Integrity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1777 
New  Haven  06507 

MCC/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101 
MCC/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1273 
New  Haven  06505 


Gay  Help  Line 

Box  5671,  Weybosset  Hill  Sta.  02903 

Gay  Community  Services  of  R.I., 

Box  6563,  Providence  02940 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

751-3322 

Spm-midnight 

7269269 

7266023 

Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA 

WOMEN 

331-2047 

263-9607  Gay  Women  of  Brown,  c/o  Sarah  Doyle  Women's  Center, 


523-4841  x-267 
347-9411 


522-2646 


787-1518 

522-5575 


medical/counseling 


777-9808 


186  Meeting  St„  Providence,  02912  863-2189 

Lesbian  Feminist  Union,  Sarah  Doyle  Center 
Box  1829  Brown  Sta.,  Providence  02912  863-2189 

Support  Group  for  Gay  Women  Over  25 
Box  755,  Pawtucket  02860  942-5368 

STUDENT _ 

Brown/RISD  Gay  Students,  Box  49,  Brown  U„ 

Providence  02912  863-3062 

Providence  Gay  Youth  Group  272-9247 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Oignity/Providence,  Box  2231 ,  Pawtucket  02861  724-0132 

MCC/Providence,  5  Junction  St.,  Providence  272:9247 
MCC  Innovative  Ministry  (terminally  ill,  aged  and 
handicapped),  Rev.  Michael  Nordstrom  272-8482 

New  Hampshire  (603) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Dignity/Integrity  52  Pleasant  St.,  Concord  03301  485-3144 
Nashua  Area  Gays,  P.O.Box  3472, 

Nashua  03061  Paul  888-1305 

NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 
Box  521 ,  Concord  03301  485-5770 

NH  Lambda.  Box  1043,  Concord  03301;  Concord  224-3785; 
746-3339;  Portsmouth  431-1541-,  Nashua  889-1416 
Keene  339-4327 

Speakers  Bureau.  Box  521,  Concord  03301 

MEN _ _ 

Central  N.H.  Men’s  Support  Group 
31  Union  St„  Concord  03301 
Seecoast  Gay  Men,  P.O.  Box  1394 

WOMEN 


All  The  Queens  Women.  Box  271,  Sta.  A. 

Flushing  11358  359-9204 

Gay  Women's  Alternative,  4  W.  76th  St.  10023  532-8669 

Lesbian  Herstory  Archives,  P.O.  Box  1258,  10001 
Lesbian  Switchboard.  243  W  20th  St  10010  741-2610 

POLITICAL/LEGAL _ ^ 

Coalition  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Rights 
29  W  21  St  St.  924-2970 

Committee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists  988-3012 
Gay  Activists  Alliance  932-0216  (eves) 

Gay  Lawyers  &  Law  Students'  Group 
Postal  Address:  Law  Group  P.O.  Box  1899 
Grand  Central  Station  10017  628-8532 

Gay  Teachers  Assoc.  Box  435,  Van  Brunt  Sta. 

Brooklyn  11215  255-5969.4991060 

GREAT  (Gay  Racially  Equal  and  Together) 

Men  of  Gotham,  8ox  834,  Brooklyn,  11202 
Lambda  Legal  Defense.  132  W.  43rd,  10036  944-9488 

National  Coalition  of  Gay  Activists. 

P.O.  Box  A-711.  Grand  Central  Sta..  10017 
National  Gay  Task  Force,  80  Fifth  Ave.,  Rm  1601  741-5800 

National  March  on  Washington 
29W.  21st  St..  2nd  fl  .  10010  924-2970 

RELIGIOUS 


Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple. 

348W.  14th  St.,  10004  242  6616 

Congregation  Beth  Slmchat  Torah, 

55  Bethune  St.  10014  9299498 

Dignity/Gay  and  Lesbian  Catholics. 

Box  1554,  FDR  Sta.  10150  869-3050 

Evangelicals  Concerned  688-0628 

Integrity-Episcopal  Gay  Society, 

GPO  Box  1549, 10001  989-6653 

Lutherans  Concerned,  c/o  McQueen 
277  W.  10tfi  St.  9F,  10014  596-3839,  242  5549 

MCC/NY,  201  W.  13th  St..  10011  242-1212 

MEDIA/ENTERTAINMENT 

Gay  Theatre  Alliance  598-2597 

Box  294,  10014 

WBAI  Gay  Rap  674-6004 

STUDENT 


2298049 

Portsmouth  03801 


New  York  U.  Gay  People's  Union 
Loeb  Student  Ctr,  Rm  810 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 


598-7056 


Full  Circle,  monthly  feminist  news 
journal,  P.O.  Box  235,  Contoocook,  NH  03229 
Iris,  a  women’s  club, 

.40  Pleasant  St.,  Portsmouth  03801 
Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  47,  Penacook 

STUDENT _ 

Campus  Gay  Awareness,  Mem.  U,  UNH 
Durham  03824 

Dartmouth  Gay  Students'  Assoc. 

Hinman  Box  5057,  Hanover  03755 


Vermont  (802) 

Andrews  Inn,  Bellows  Falls 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Hotline  of  VT 
Gay  Student  Union,  U  of  Vt, 

Burlington  05401 
Gay  People  at  Middlebury 
Box  D56,  Middlebury  College,  05753 
Middlebury  Gay  Men's  Support  Group 
Southern  Vermont  Gay  Men 


463-3966 

862-4296 


Gay  Men's  Health  Project 

74  Grove  St.  Rm  2RW,  10014  691  6969 

Homosexual  Community  Counseling  Ctr.  688-0628 

Identity  House  2438181 

Institute  For  Human  Identity  7999432 

National  Gay  Health  Collective 
55  West  26  St.  #402, 10010  7250114 

New  York  State 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Alternatives  Corner  (51 6)  483-2050 

374  Woodfield  Rd.  W.  Hemstead,  11522 
Broome  County  Gay  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  F-1711 
Binghamton  13902 

Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-11pm), 


(eves)  338-6819 
387-GAYS 
or  (603)  7564226 


Southern  Vermont  Lesblans/Gay  Men's 
Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1034,  Brattleboro  05301 
Southern  Vermont  Women's  Health  Center, 

187  N-  Main  St.,  Rutland,  05701  7751946 

Women's  Center,  P.O.  Box  92  Burlington  05401  8631236 

Integrity,  P.O.  Box  11  Winooski,  05404  8624296 

Maine  (207) 

Bates  Gay/Stfaight  Alliance,  Health  Ctr. 

Bates  College,  Lewiston  04240 
Bowdoin  College  Gay/Straight  Alliance, 

Brunswick  04011 

Center  for  Being,  8  Rocky  Hill  Estates 
Brunswick  04011  7291750 

Dignity/Maine,  Box  7021,  Lewiston  04240 
Down  East  Gay  Alliance,  Box  O,  Ellsworth  04605 
Gay  Peoples  Alliance 

92  Bedford  St.,  Portland  04103  780-4085 

Northern  Lambda  Nord,  P.O.  Box  990,  Caribou  04736 
Maine  Lesbian  Feminists  P.O.  Box  125,  Belfast  04915 
Portland  Women's  Community 
do  D.  Elze,  15  Deering  Ave.,  Portland  04101 
Unitarian-Universalist  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus 
561 D  Brighton  Ave,  Portland  04102  7732121 

Wilde-Stein  Club,  do  Memorial  Union, 

U.  of  Maine,  Orono  04473 

Parents  &  Friends  of  Gays  5635856 


(518)462-6138 


(516)  324-2468 

(716)271-6750 
(716)244-8640 
or  244-9030 


New  Jersey  (201 ) 

Dignity/Jersey  Shore,  Box  824,  Asbury  Park  07712  9869510 
Dignity/Metropolitan,  Box  337,  Irvington  071 1 1  7559053 

Gay  Activist  Alliance/Morris  County 
Box  137  Convent  Sta.  07691  762-6217 

Gay  Activists  Alliance  of  New  Jersey 
Box  1734,  South  Hackensack  07601  3436402 

Gay  People  Princeton,  Box  2303,  Princeton  08540 
Integrity-Central  NJ 

Box  1432,  New  Brunswick  08903  753-0618 

Jacobin  Press,  Box  8011,  Jersey  City  07308 
Lambda  Alliance,  Box  223,  Eatontown  07724  2297949 

Lavender  Express  (Publications),  c/o  Pat  Freeman, 

Box  218,  Kearny  07032 
Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  4042, 

Allwood  St„  Clifton  07012  9961023 

National  Committee  for  Sexual  Civil  Liberties 
18  Ober  Rd.,  Princeton  08540 
Organization  for  Gay  Awareness 
Box  41,  Orange  07050  7466196 

Rutgers  Gay  Alliance,  Student  Ctr.,  Box  91, 

College  Ave.  New  Brunswick  08903  932-7886 


New  York  City  (21 2) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Ass'n  of  Gay  Social  Workers, 
c/o  Gay  Switchboard  Message  Center, 

1 10  E.  23rd  St.,  Suite  502, 10010  777-7697 

Black  and  White  Men  Together/NY 
10  W.  76th  St.  10023  873-5572,  7999432 

Chelsea  Gay  Association 

164  W  21  St  St.  #1979, 10011  691-7950 

Citizens'  Party  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Caucus 

851-1873,8666651 
9896653 


332  Hudson  Ave.,  Albany  12210 
Confide— counseling  for  transvestites 
and  transsexuals.  Box  56,  Tappan  10983 
East  End  Gay  Organization, 

P.O- Box  87,  Southampton  1 1968 
Empty  Closet  Collective,  713  Monroe  Ave. 

Rochester  14607 

Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley. 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester,  14614 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  22740.  Albany  12222 
Gay  Helpline,  (Fri-Sun,  7:3610  p.m.)  (607)797-3453 

Gay  Light  Collective,  389  W.  Onondaga  St., 

Syracuse  13202  (315)4756857 

Gay  Peoples  Alliance  SUNY  Buffalo 

111  Talbert  Hall  14260  (716)831-2179 

Gertrude  Stein  Book  Collective. 

262  Central  Ave,  Albany  12206; 

(by  mall:  Box  1807,  Albany  12201)  (518)  4659246 

Middle  Earth  Switchboard 

(gay  peer  counseling)  (516)8260600 

NY  State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 

Parents  of  Gays/L.l,  do  Gay  Concerns  Comm. 

109  Browns  Rd.,  Huntington,  11746  (516)427-3683 

Parents  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men  793-5198 

WOMEN  _ 

Bisexual/Gay  Women’s  Action  Line  (516)  791-5565 

Herlzon  —  A  Woman's  Space,  77  State  St.,  Binghamton 
Lesbian  Resource  Center, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)  244-9030 

Lesbian  Switchboard  (Mon,  7-9  p.m.)  (607)  722-3629 

MEN _ 

Rochester  Gay  Men's  Gathering 
713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607 
Westchester  Gay  Men's  Assoc. 

255  Grove  St..  White  Plains,  10601 

Gay  Hotline (611pm)  (914)9464922 

RELIGIOUS _ _ 

(Unitarian  Universalist  Gay  Caucus). 

34  Chestnut  Rd„  Delmar  12054  (518)4399451 

Dignity/Integrity/Rochester,  42  Tyler  House, 

17  So.  FitzhughSt.,  Rochester  14614  (716)232-6521 

Dlgnlty/L.l„  P.O.  621P,  Bayshore  11706 
Gay  Concerns  Committee  of  the  Unitarian  Universalist 
Fellowship  of  Huntington,  109  Browns  Rd., 

Huntington  11743 

STUDENT _ 

Gay  People  at  Cornell 
528  Willard  Straight.  Ithaca  14853 
Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester 
Gay  Liberation  Front,  U.  of  R„  Wilson 
Commons,  Rochester  14607 
Gay  Men  and  Women  at  Farmingdale 
Gay  Student  Union,  SUNY  Stony  Brook 
Hamilton-Kirkland  Gay  Alliance,  Box  80, 

Hamilton  College,  Clinton  13323 
Harpur  Gay  Alliance 
SUNY,  Binghamton,  Box  2000,  13901 
Harpur  Lesbian  Alliance,  SUNY,  Binghamton,  13901 
Lambda  Univ.,  Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)  462-6138 

Teen  Gays  of  New  York 

385  W.  Onondaga  St.  Syracuse  13202  (315)  4756857 

MEDIA _ 

Northeast  ALIVE,  262  Central  Ave,  Albany  12206; 

(by  mail:  Box  1807,  Albany  12201)  4650423 

The  Other  Voice  (Gay  Publication) 
c/o  Looking  Left,  SUNY  Binghamton  13901 

POLITICAL/LEGAL _ 

Capital  District  Gay  Political  Caucus. 

Box  131,  Albany  12201 


(607)  256-6482 

(716)244-8640 

(716)2756181 
(516)  4262134 
(516)  246-7943 


(518)462-6138 


Gay  AA  (Danbury) 

Gay  Health  Workers  at  YNHH, 

Box  2031,  Yale  St.,  New  Haven,  06520 
Moonseed  (counseling) 


7465341 


4368354 

727-0379 


FOLKS  (Friends  of  Little  Kids 
Gay  Atheists  League  of  America 
P.O.  Box  248,  Village  Sta  NYC  10014 
Gay  History  Archive,  Box  2,  Village,  10014 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Blind,  110  East  23rd  St. 

Suite  502,  NYC  10010 

Gay  Male  S/M  Activists,  132  W.  24th  St.,  1001 1 
Gay  Switchboard 

Gayellow  Pages.  P.O.Box  292,  Village  Sta. 

Girth  and  Mirth  Club 

North  American  Man/Boy  Love  Assoc.  (NAMBLA) 

Box  174,  NYC  10018 
Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop, 

1 5  Christopher  St.  2558097 

Senior  Action  in  a  Gay  Environment 
487A  Hudson  St.  10014  741-2247 

West  Side  Discussion  Group, 

Greenwich  House,  27  Barrow  St.  242-4140 


5951445 

473-5884 


777-1800 

744-2785 

734-7748 


PLEASE  UPDATE  YOUR  LISTINGS  AS 
SOON  AS  POSSIBLE  BY  WRITING:  QGG, 
c/o  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02108. 

GCN  OFFERS  THIS  GUIDE  AS  A  SERV¬ 
ICE  TO  THE  COMMUNITY.  WHENEVER 
POSSIBLE  ORGANIZATIONS  LISTED 
SHOULD  FEEL  FREE  TO  SUPPORT  THIS 
LISTING  WITH  A  CONTRIBUTION 
($  10/YEAR;  MORE  IF  YOU  CAN,  LESS  IF 
YOU  CAN’T). 


Calendar 


Concord,  NH  —  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  First  Sun.  of  the  month.  1-5pm. 
Statewide  political  action  group.  Info: 
.228-8049. 


Uxbridge,  M4  —  Support  kind  Discussion 
Group  for  Lesbians.  Eves,  7:30pm.  Info: 
278-5475. 


Boston,  MX  —  North  American  Man  Boy  Love 
Association  (NAMBLA).  Regular  meetings  on 
1st  and  3rd  thurs.  8pm.  Glad  Day  Bookshop, 
22  Bromfleld  St.  (near  Park  St.)  Info:  542-0144. 


weekly  events 

Bolton,  MX  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Regularly 
scheduled  sports  events  (with  Info  #s):  volley¬ 
ball  266-2147;  running  825-0181;  swimming 
227-5363;  tennis  744-5496;  scuba  899-7630; 
fencing  731-6344;  biking  2751336;  basketball 
236-1914;  rollerskating  625-3314. 

Boston,  MX  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Regularly  scheduled 
events:  basketball,  swimming,  volleyball  and 
running.  Info:  327-2620. 


Sunday 

Boston,  MX  —  Oasis,  a  Coffeehouse  wltn 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Open  hoot.  Bring  your 
talents  and  your  instruments  and  sign  up  at 
tfw  door.  355  Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance) 
Doors  open  at  7:30pm.  No  admittance  after  8. 


Botton,  MX  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Toni 
Instruments  and  s 
Boylston  St.  (chape 
are  welcome. 


monday 

Cambridge,  MX  —  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Gays  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  the  month. 
7:15pm  sharp  at  the  Episcopal  Theological 
Seminary  Library,  99  Brattle  St.  Info:  542-5188 
or  write:  PFOG,  40  Cogswell  A ve..  Cambridge, 
MA  02140. 

Somerville,  MX  —  Women’s  Center  Coffee¬ 
house.  7:30-10:30pm.  Entertainment  for 
women  every  Mon.  eve.  at  the  Women’s 
Center,  38  Union  Sq.  (above  laundromat). 
Food  and  non-alcoholic  refreshments.  $1 
donation.  Info:  623-9340. 

Boston,  MX  —  The  Front  Runners  running 
group.  Jogging,  running  and  racing  for  men 
and  women.  Weekly  runs  on  Esplanade: 
M,W,F  at  6  PM  Info:  8254)181. 


fint:  Dring  your  taiems 
gn  up  at  the  door.  355 
I  entrance).  7:30pm.  $2.  All 


HirVonL  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
'Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farm¬ 
ington  Ave.  7pm  (First  Tues.)  Info:  249-7691. 


Wednesday 

Boston,  MX  —  Gay  Youth  Rap.  Boston  Al¬ 
liance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY).  For 
all  between  the  ages  of  14  and  22. 7-9pm.  128A 
Tremont  St.  (near  Park  St.  stop),  4th  floor.  Info: 
BAGLY  3359472  or  the  Hotline:  426-9371. 

Boiton,  MA  —  Walk-in  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:306pm.  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland 
St.  (near  Auditorium  .stop).  267-7573. 


Boston,  MX  —  Massachusetts  Gay  Political 
Caucus  meets  at  7:30pm  every  2nd  and  4th 
Wednesday  of  the  month.  Info:  471-8404. 


Boiton,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Help  make  the  media 
more  responsive  to  our  needs.  Info:  542-5679. 


Boiton,  MA  -  Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Histnrv  Prolect.  7:30pm.  InfdT 4257361. 


Cambridge,  MX  —  Lesbians  with  children. 
Support  group.  510pm.  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  3546807. 

SominHIs,  MX  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
younger  women.  Somerville  Women's  Center, 
38  Union  Square,  (2nd  floor  over  laundromat). 
8pm.  Info:  6259340. 


Boiton,  MA  —  N.U.  Lambda,  Northeastern 
University's  social  and  support  group  tor 
lesbians,  gay  men  and  their  friends  meets 
every  Thursday  at  245  Ell  Center.  7pm. 


Northampton,  MA  —  Pioneer  Valley  Gay 
People's  Alliance  is  now  forming.  Meetings 
on  first  and  third  Thursdays  at  the  Unitarian 
Society  220  Main  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  (413) 

Worcester,  MX  —  "Straight  Talk  About  Gays", 
a  free  form  radio  show  with  news,  announce¬ 
ments,  music,  poetry,  in-depth  interviews  and 
raps.  8:15pm.  WCUW.  91.3FM. 


Boiton,  MA  -*•  “Boston's  Other  Voice,” 
weekly  discussions  of  problems  facing  the 
gay  community.  News,  interviews,  calendar, 
music.  10:30pm.  (WROR,  98.5FM) 

Cambrld gn,  MX  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folk¬ 
dancing.  Third  Sunday  of  the  month  (see  also 
Saturdays).  Phillips  Brooks  House.  Harvard 
Yard  12:352:30pm.  Beginners  welcome.  Info: 
Beth  6654278  or  Michael  492-1339. 


Boiton,  MA  —  Gay  People  of  B.U.  Meeting. 
Hartman  Lounge,  basement  School  of  Theo¬ 
logy,  745  Comm.  Ave.  510pm. 

Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men.  7pm. 
Info:  P.O.Box  1394,  Portsmouth  03801. 


Brattlaboro,  VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Gay 
Men  meet  every  4th  Monday  at  the  Common 
Ground,  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 


Cambridge,  MX  —  Daughters  of  Billtis.  354- 
women's  discussion  and  social  group.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8pm.  Second  Wed.  and  last  Fri.  of  each 
month. 

Lynn,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  AA  weekly 
meeting.  Lvnn  Community  Health  Center,  86 
Lafayette  Park.  7pm.  Info:  5955928. 


Cambridge,  MX  —  Lesbian  Liberation.  A 
Iqpderless  support  group  meeting  every 
Thursday  from  510pm.  Newcomers  welcome. 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  3546807. 

friday 


Boston,  MX  —  Gay  AA  meets  at  Old  West- 
Church,  131  Cambridge  St.-  Gay  men  and 
women.  2:30pm 

Cambridge,  MX  —  Merrymount  Musical 
Society,  a  musical  group  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians,  offering  informal  concerts  on  the 
3rd  Sudnay  of  each  month.  Interested 
musicians  (a  IlstenersI)  call  Mark  2354888  or 
Rachel  742-7997. 

Boston,  MX  —  Musically  Speaking,  women's 
programming.  Music,  ideas,  announcements. 
Calf  Melanie  at  4946810  with  events  and  com¬ 
ments.  (WMBR-FM  88.1)  Sundays  1-3pm. 

Botton,  MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 
New  England.  Meets  every  2nd  Sunday  at 
2pm.  Info:  (617)  482-6874  or  247-5485. 

Orleans,  MX  —  Shoreline,  a  gay  social  group, 
alternative  to  the  bars,  on  Cape  Cod.  Meets 
every  2nd  Sunday.  Info:  P.O.  Box  1614, 
Orleans,  MA  02653. 


Nashua,  NH  —  Meeting  of  Nashua  Area  Gays.  _ 

8pm.  Info:  Paul  8851305,  or  write:  Nashua  Prorfdencs,  HI  —  Transvestite/transsexual 
Area  Gays,  P.O.  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061.  meetings.  8pm.  Info:  2726247. 


tuesday 

Boiton,  MA  —"Boston  Area  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Schoolworkers  (BAGALS)  meets  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  each  month,  for  support  and 
political  action.  355  Boylston  St.  (church 
annex).  7:30pm.  Refreshments. 

C ambridge,  MA  —  Friends  Meeting  at  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Draft  counseling.  Every  Tuesday  at 
3:30  and  7:30pm.  5  Longfellow  Park  (near  Har¬ 
vard  Sq.)  Info:  8766883. 

Cambridge,  MX  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Dis¬ 
cussion  and  social  group.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  (Harv.  Sq.) 
8pm.  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  Info:  661-3633. 


New  Bedford,  MX  —  Rap  group  at  (he  Aid 
Center.  18  S.  Water  St.  510pm.  Info:  9953141. 


thursday 


BOSTON,  MA  —  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
NEEDS  HELP  PROOFREADING  AND  LAYING 
OUT  THE  PAPER.  NO  EXPERIENCE 
NECESSARY.  PROOFREADING  BEGINS 
5ISH  AND  LAYOUT  ABOUT  7:30. 
REFRESHMENTS  AND  GOOD  TIMES!  22 
BROM FIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK  ST.)  INFO: 
4254469. 


Boiton,  MA  —  Oasis  Club.  Food,  disco,  rap 
sessions  and  games.  9pm-4am  every  Thurs¬ 
day.  79  Broadway  St.  (Bay  Village)  In  the 
Downtown  Club.  Gay  club  for  everyone  18  and 
over.  $3  membership.  Info:  3386831. 


BOSTON,  MA  —  WE  NEED  HELP  SENDING 
OUT  QCN  EVERY  FRIDAY  EVENING.  COME 
BY  FOR  A  FEW  HOURS  ANYTIME  AFTER  • 
AND  SHARE  ENERGY.  REFRESHMENTS 
AND  GOOD  TIMES!  1 1  WOMEN  AND  MEN 
WELCOME.  22  BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK 
ST.) 


Pittsfield,  MA  —  Lesbians  United  meetings 
Info:  Women's  Services  Center,  4952425. 


Saturday 


Boiton,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  drop-in  center  and 
occasional  trips/actlvltles  for  lesbians  and 
gay  youth  14-22.  1pm  on.  128A  Tremont  St. 
(across  from  Park  St.  sta.)  4th  floor.  Info: 
BAGLY  3359472  (esp  Wed  &  Thurs  eves)  or 
4259371  (eves). 


"^^onbnuousshowlngsO^lT^pm^orrJune" 

19, 20  and  30.  Info:  8646654  (eves)  or  5252642. 
Cambridge,  MX  —  Gay  Pride  Folk  and  Rock 
Dance.  7:359:30pm  folkdancing,  FREE!; 
lOpm-lam.  $2  donation.  In  the  “Sala",  2nd 
floor  MIT  Student  Center,  84  Mass.  Ave. 
Boston,  MX  —  “The  Event”,  an  evening  of 
poetry,  theater  and  music  by  local  lesbian  and 
gay  artists.  Arlington  SL  Church,  355  Boylston 
St.  8pm.  Tlx:  S3.50  adv.  at  JP  City  Lite,  670 
Centre  SL  (M-F,  10-4pm)  or  34.50  door.  Every¬ 
body  welcome! 

Boiton,  MA  —  Triangle  Theater  presents  two 
one  act  plays:  “Forever  After"  and  “My  cup 
ranneth  over"  by  Robert  Patrick.  Theater  Fac¬ 
tory.  367  Boylston  St.  8pm.  $4.  Tonight  and 
June  20,  25,  26  and  27. 

Boston,  MX  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Katherine  Baker,  with 
a  slide  show  on  ''Working  class  women". 
Everybody  welcome!  355  Boylston  St.  (chapel 
entrance).  Doors  open  at  7:30pm.  No  one  ad¬ 
mitted  after  8.  S3. 

20  sat 

BOSTON.  MA  —  “IF  NOT  NOW,  WHEN?. . . 
IF  NOT  YOU,  WHOr  COME  j6lN  IN  AND 
CELEBRATE  DURING  THE  ANNUAL  BOSTON 
LESBIAN1GAY  PRIDE  MARCH  AND  RALLY. 
START  ARRIVING  AT  COPLEY  SOUARE  AT 
11am.  MARCH  LEAVES  COPLEY  AT  NOON. 
RALLY  ON  THE  COMMON  AT  2.  Both  march 
and  rally  are  wheelchair  accessible.  Inter- 
praters  for  the  hearing  Impaired  and  childcare 
'.  Info:  262-477; 


Cambridge,  MX  —  Prison  Book  Program  Is 
having  a  book  sale.  Money  raised  will  help  us 
continue  to  send  free  political  literature  to 
prisoners.  12-4pm.  Red  Book  Store,  136  River 
St.  (Central  Sq.)  Info:  Joyce  or  Unda  4916930. 
Boiton,  MA  —  An  evening  of  cultural  enter¬ 
tainment  Including  dance,  music,  and  a  one 
act  play  by  Robert  Patrick.  'B.U.,  685  Comm. 
Ave.  510pm.  34  (33  for  New  Eng.  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Corn,  participants). 

Boiton,  MA  —  Community  Media  Group.  See 
June  19  above. 

Cambridge,  MX  —  Second  Annual  Amethyst 
Women  Talent  Show.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  (Harvard  Sg.)  8:30pm. 
33.50,  more  If/less  If.  Childcare  provided/bring 
your  own  toys.  This  is  a  drug  and  alcohol  free 
event.  All  women  are  welcome. 

Boston,  MA  —  WGBH/FM90  will  air  Chisto- 
pher  Isherwood's  X  Slnglo  Man  at  10pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Dennis  Altman,  author  of 
Coming  Out  In  the  '70s,  will  be  at  the  Glad  Day 
Book  Shop,  22  Bromfleld  St.  (near  Park  St.  T 
stop).  3:355:30pm. 

21  sun 

Boston,  MA  —  1981  New  England  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Conference.  Boston  U.  685  Comm.  Ave. 
Workshops  on  lesbian  health  Issues,  gay  male 
health,  lesbians  and  gays  considering  parent¬ 
hood,  gay  youth,  older  gays,  and  many  more. 
Noon  til  8pm  workshops;  8pm  summing  up. 
Reg.  inlo:  see  19  fri  above. 


coming  events 


iun 

Meritor 


15  mon 


Word,  MA  —  7th  National  Con!,  on  Men 
and  Masculinity.  Cultural  event:  poetry  and 
comedy.  Cohen  Aud.  Tufts  U.  511pm.  33  at 
the  door. 

Boston,  MA  —  Benefit  for  New  England  Con¬ 
ference  and  for  San  Francisco  Gaymen's 
Chorus  at  Buddies,  733  Boylston  St.  8pm.  33. 
Reception  for  the  chorus  at  4pm.  FREE. 

16  tues 

Boston,  MA  —  Protest  March  against  the  abo¬ 
lition  ol  the  mayor’s  lesbian/gay  liaison  posi¬ 
tion.  Meet  at  City  Hall  at  4pm.  This  is  a  slap  in 
the  face  of  the  whole  communityl  Try  to  be 
there. 


17  wed 


18  thurs 


Boston,  MX  —  Gaymen’s  Workshop  in 
Theater,  Movement,  and  Creativity,  by  clover 
chango  of  the  Cauldron.  Structured  and 
improvlsational;  internal  and  group  work. 
Bring  movement  clothes  or  tights.  Cauldron 
Experimental  Theater,  22  Randolph  St.  (off 
Harrison  near  Dover  T  stop)  7:30pm. 

Boston,  MX  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 
and  Defenders  (GLAD)  will  sponsor  a  legal 
workshop  to  discuss  legal  issues  relevant  to 
our  community.  Arlington  St.  Church,  355 
Boylston  St.  7:30pm.  FREE) 

Boston,  MX  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight  PAT  BOWS!  1 1,  with 
her  Incredibly  original  comedlc  songs.  355 
Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance).  Everybody  wel¬ 
come.  Doors  open  at  7:30pm.  No  one  admitted 
after  8.  33. 


19  fri 


Boston,  MX  —  Open  poetry  reading.  All  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  poets  are  Invited  to  come  and 
share  your  works  at  Studio  Red  Top,  367  Boyl¬ 
ston  St.  4th  fl.  8pm.  Wheelchair  accessible. 


gosrow,  MX  -  GCN  CAN  ALWAYS  USE 
HELP  PROOFING  AND  LAYING  OUT  THE 
PAPER-  NO  EXPERIENCE  NEEDED!  SEE 
THURSDAYS  ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS. 


BOSTON,  MA  —  GCN  ALWAYS  NEEDS  HELP 
SENDING  OUT  THE  PAPER  ON  FRI  EVES. 
SEE  FRIDAYS  ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS.  IT'S 
FUN! 

Botton,  MA  —  1981  New  England  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Conference.  Boston  U.  685  Comm.  Ave. 
Registration  56pm.  Opening  session  59pm. 
Reg.  fee:  35  advance  (mailed  by  6/16  to  Box 
365,  Cambridge  02139)  or  37.50  at  the  door. 
Boston,  MX  —  Community  Media  Group  will 
present  video  tapes  on  lesbian  and  gay 
themes  produced  by  local  artists.  Sponsored 
by  the  Triangle  Theater  Co.  and  the  Theater 
Factory,  at  the  Theater  Factory,  367  Boylston 


will  be 


1-4777  (voice  and 


actory,  at  the  Theater  Factory,  367  Boylston  TTYL 

Calendar  Items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  followin 


